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FRANK CLARK JACOBS, OF BOZEMAN, MONTANA.
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Specification of Letters Patent.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FrRaxk CLAREK J ACOBS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Bozeman, in the county of Gallatin and

State of Montana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Checking Appa-
ratus for Horses; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it. apper-

tains to make and use the same, reference be-

ing had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in attachments to vehicles
and harnesses, whereby the tugs of a harness
when slack may be connected to g
lever to the end of which the reins are held
and in the event of a horse when at rest at-
tempting to start and straightening out the
tugs will cause the lever to tilt and the reins
to draw upon the bit. . -

My invention consists in various details of
construction and combinations and arrange-

ments of parts, which will be hereinafter

tully described, and then specifically defined
in the appended claims. | '
My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which— |
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
application of my invention, and Fig. 2 is a
vertical sectional view showing parts in ele-

vation.

Reference now being had to the details of

- the drawings by letter, A designates the bed
~of a vehicle, and B designates a bar which is
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which

fastened to the bed, preferably in a vertical
position at the front end thereof, and is pro-
vided with a suitable catch C at the upper
end. D designates a lever which, is pivotally
connected at D’ to the lower portion of said

plate, and the lower end of the lever extends

a switable distance below the bed of the
wagon. I designates a spring which is fas-
tened to said plate, and its upper free end
bears yieldingly against said lever and serves
to normally hold the same away from said
metallic strip B. Stay-rods R are fastened
to the opposite sides of the bed of the wagon,
and their inner ends serve to hold the lever
In a perpendicular position. F designates
the usual tugs of a harness, which are con-
nected at G to a swingletree H, mounted

upon the thills I, and J designates rings,

lever.
pivotal

to the bits

| tance from the ends of the swingletree. K
K designate straps which are fastened esach

to one of said rings, and their rear ends are
fastened at N to the lower end of said pivotal
ever. - -

The operation of my apparatus is as fol-
lows: When a horse
are slack, as the operator releases the catch
O from the lever the spring E will cause the
lever to be thrown forward in the position
shown in dotted lines in the drawings; and

the lower end of the lever tilting in the oppo-

site direction will cause the straps K to take
up the slack in the tugs, and when the tugs
are In these positions the reins () are fastened
to the upper forwardly-extending end of the
I'he parts being thus
should the horse start up and cause the

. : tugs
to straighten, taking up the slack, the

lower

end of the lever will be drawn forward and
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1s standing and the tugs

05

adjusted,
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the upper end to which the reins are fastened

will be drawn back toward the bar E, which

the bits. The pulling pressure upon the bits
will be gradual owing to the Spring bearing
against the upper part of the lever, and
should the horse stop a

tendency to draw the tugs

gain after the pres-
sure upon the bits the spring will have a _
back, taking up

‘will serve to check the horse by drawing upon

30

the slack, and the upper end of the lever will

relieve the strain upon the bit.
From the foregoing it will be observed that

by the provision of the apparatus shown and

described an automatic means is afforded
whereby the starting of a horse ‘may be
checked by causing a pulling upon the reins
and bit in the event of the tugs being
straightened incident to starting the vehiclo
to which they are connected. '.

While I have shown my invention as ap-
plied to a vehicle to which a single horse is

9°

connected, 1t will be understood that the in-

vention may be utilized for a double harness,

whereby either horse

1ts own bit. |
What I claim is—
1. In combination with g vehicle,

a pivotal

lever connected thereto, a swingletree con-

nected to the vehicle, tugs secured to. said

swingletree, connections between said lever

and the tugs in advance of the swingletree,
driving-reins connected at their forward ends

fastened to

the upper end of said lever, as set
forth. | o

are tastened to said tugs a short dis-| 2. In combination with a Vehjde, a lever

starting will pull upon.

of a harness and adapted to be.
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pivotally
SWINg

2

pivotally _
tugs connected thereto, connections between
said lever and tugs in advance of the swingle-
tree, a springsecured to the vehicle and adapt-

‘ed to bear against said lever, and reins with

bits secured thereto and adapted to be fas-
tened to said lever, as set forth..

3 Tn combination with a vehicle, a lever
mounted upon the vehicle, a
letree, tugs secured thereto, rings con-
nected to said tugs in advance of the swingle-
tree, straps connecting said rings with the
lower end of said lever, reins with bits se-
cured thereto and adapted to be fastened to
the upper end of said lever, and means for
holding said lever with its upper end tilted
forward, as set forth. _

connected thereto, a swingletree,
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4. In combination with a vehicle, a bar se-
cured thereto, a lever pivoted to said bar, a
catch at the upper end of said bar adapted to
engage said lever, a spring fixed to the vehi-
cle and bearing yieldingly against said lever
above its pivotal point, a swingletree, tugs
secured thereto, rings secured to said tugs,

straps connecting said rings with the lower

end of said lever, and reins with bits secured
thereto and adapted to be fastened to the
upper end of said lever, as set forth. |
In testimony whereof I hereunto athx my
signature in the presence ot two witnesses.
FRANK CLARK JACOBS.
Witnesses:
H. H. HoLLowAY,
H. D. KREMER.
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