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Tal all whomﬁlzit'ma,y concern:
Be it known that I, Frank E. WILcOX, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
chanicsburg,-in :the ;county; of;;Cumberland

and. Stategof Pennsylvania,; have invented
new, andguseful Improvements in Vehicle-

tion. g, L _
~ The object of my invention is to simplify
the ordinary vehicle-gear, wherein a separate

“Gears, of, which the following is a specifica- |

‘metallic head-block plate and wooden head-
block are used, by substituting for the said

plate and block a cored-out malleable iron or

~ steel element which shall be adapted to per-
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~vided with a concave seat for a spring, seats
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rated lug
- king-bolt.

form the functions of the plate and head-

block and which, moreover, shall be of light

‘weight, of ample strength, and not more
“costly than the two elements usually em-

ployed. - | - _

" With this end in view my invention con-
sists in a metallic' head-block, preferably
cored out to secure lightness of weight, pro-

at its lower surface for the reception of the
ends of the upper fifth-wheel member and for
the ends of the perch-irons, and with a perfo-
at the rear for the passage of the

It further consists in certain novelties of
construction and combinations of parts here-

inafter set forth and claimed.

- The accompanying drawings illustrate an
“example of the physical embodiment of the
invention constructed according to the best

mode I have so far devised for the practical
application _of the princip_le. : |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the geér

with the parts assembled. Fig. 2 shows the
‘metallic head-block removed from the gear

and with one-half thereof in vertical section.

Fig. 3 is a vertical section of ¥ig. 1 on the
line of the king-bolt. I
Jine 2 of Fig. 2, showing the curved seat for

Fig. 4 is a section on

the end of a reach-iron.

Fig. 5 is a view of
one of the reach-irons.

Fig. 6 shows one end

“of the metallic head-block and the upper

fifth-wheel member made integral.

Referring to the several figures, the nu-

‘meral 1 designates the axle; 2, the axle-bed;
' 3, the reaches; 4, the reach-irons with perfo-

rations at the ends; 5, concave seats at the
ends of the reach-irons; 6, the upper fifth-
wheel member; 7, the lower fifth-wheel mem-

“ber; 8, the three-pronged clip of a well-known

construction; 9, the perforated lug at the

rear of the clip; 10, a conical projection at the |

comes obvious that

12, the malleable iron or steel head-block,
made hollow, substantially as shown; 13, the
concave seat for a spring; 14, cored holes at

- the ends of the block; 15, cushions of wood or
other suitable material, within the holes and

which are perforated for the passage of bolts
which unite the ends of the upper fifth-wheel

‘member and the block; 16, seatswith lips for
the ends of the upper fifth-wheel member;
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' top of the lug; 11, the brace and brace-head;

6Ye)

17, the convex seats with lips for the recep- .

tion of the ends of the perch-irons; 18, the

perforated lug at the rear of the block; 19,a
_70 -

seat for the upper end of the lug at the rear of
the three-pronged clip; 20, the leaves of a

spring; 21, clips which unite the reach-irons N
and spring to the block, and 22 is the king-

bolt.

At the top surface of the heﬁ,d—block are a
series of holes, and that one at the center 1s

angular in shape to receive the head of a bolt
when a boltis employed to unitetheleavesof
th% spring. | |

t

cored out, so as to secure lightness in weight,

that. the seats for the ends of thereach-irons
er fifth-wheel member are

and ends of the upp _
formed in the lower surface of the block 1tself,
and that the perforated lug for the king-bolt
is integral with the metallic block.
From the drawings and description 1t be-

proved the ordinary vehicle-gear and that as
constructed and combined it fulfils the pur-

24 - | .
will be observed that the head-block 1s
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8o .

have simplified and im-

90

pose set forth as the object of my invention.

What I claim 1s— - o |
1. A hollow metallic head-block for a ve-

hicle-gear provided with seats with lips at its

Jower end surfaces for the reception of the
ends of an upper fifth-wheel member. '

9. A hollow metallic head-block for a ve-

hicle-gear provided with a rear integral, per-
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forated lug for a king-bolt, and with seats at -

the lower surface thereof each side of the lug
for the reception of the ends of the reach-
irons.

3. A hollow metallic head-block for_' 8 ve-

100

hicle-gear provided with a rear king-bolt lug,

seats each side of the lug and at the lower

i | 105§
surface thereof for the ends of the reach-1rons, -

and a concave seat at the top surface for a )

spring.

4. The combination with a hollow metallic

head-block having holes at theends, acurved

110

seat for a spring, and seats at 1ts lower sur- -
face, of an upper fifth-wheel member, reach-

L
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irons, a spring, and clips which embrace the | block and having their ends, passed_through 1o
spring and block and have their ends passed | the perforation in the ends of the reach-irons
through holes in the ends of the reach-irons, | and secured in place.

In substance as set forth. In testimony whereof I affix my signature
5. The combination with a hollow metallic 1n presence of two witnesses.

Cr

head-block having a top seat for a spring and. FRANK E. WILCOX.
seats at its lower surface, of reach-irons per- Witnesses:
forated at the ends, a spring, and two clips; K. R. PEOKMAN,

the clips embracing the spring and head- J. F. BRICKER.
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