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To all whom it m@y COnCErw:
Be it known that I, Naraanter T. Bex-

- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

- NATHANIEL T. BENFORD, OF GREENSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.
' ~ MATCH-SCRATCHEA. '

No. 834,557,

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed February 20, 1908. Serial Nﬁ. 302,081,

FORD, a citizen of the United States, residing

- &t Gicensburg, in the county.of Westmore-

land and State of Pennsylvania, have invent-
ed certain new and usctul Improvements in
Match-Scratchers, of which the following is o
specification. o ' o

- The object of this invention is to provide

10

an 1mproved match-scratching device which

‘18 adapted to be readily attached in any de-
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~having an interlocking connection with the
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sired position,to an article of apparel.

The mvention also contemplates the for-
mation of the device out of a single piece of
sheet material which is peculiarly shaped
S0 a8 to be very cheaply and economically
manufactured and so that the scratching-

- surface can be readily replaced when neces-

SATY. o

. To this end the match-scratcher comprises,

essentially, a plate formed with a tongue And

a scratching-surface litting under the gpen-

ing made in the formation of the tongue and

tongue. o T
For afull description of the invention and

the merits thereof and. also to acquire a
- knowledge of the details of construction of -

the means for effecting the result reference is
to be had to the following description and ac-

- companying drawings, in which—
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of the inu-
roved match-scratching device.
ongitudinal sectional view.

_ _ H1g. 3 is a rear
view, and Ifig. 4 1s

© toin the following description and indicated
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reference characters.

11 all the views of the drawings by the same

- The body of the device compfises a plate 1,

which may be formed of any suitable sheet
material and which is illustrated as being ap-
proximately rectangular in shape. This plate

1 1s formed with-a tongue 2, which is prefer-
ably centrally located and which is provided
" with an offset portion 3, which causes the

tongue to lie in a plane parallel to and slightly
spaced froifr the plate 1. The tongue 2 is
sﬁown’ as formed by two longitudinal cuts,
which are paraflel to the sides of the plate 1,
and by a transverse cut.at one end of the
plate, the offset portion 3 being located at

- the opposite en' of the plate. The match-
55

scratching surface 4, which is preferably in

- the form of a piece of sandpaper, is approxi-

Fig. 2is a

. 418 g transverse sectional view
-showing a modification. o
. Corresponding and like parts are referred

'F

tongue 2, 80 as to be exposed t

mately the shape of the platenl ﬁ,ﬁd 1s adapt-
Elate&nd the -
rough the cut -

ed to fit between the said

made m the formation of the tongue 2. One

end of the scratching-surface 4 is formed with

'Patented Oct. 30,1906,
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a notch 5, which engages with the offset por-

tion 3 and prevents any lateral displacement
‘of the scratching-surface. The opposite end

of the'scratching-surfuace is engaged and held

In position against longitudinal displacement

by means of a projection from the plate 1, such s .

as the pin 6, which may also be employed to
secure the device in position upon an article
of apparel. This pin passes through the

plate 1 and may either be employed in the.

usual manner or in connection with an eye 7 :

at the opposite end of the plate 1, as shown in
Fig. 2. It may also be foungd:desirable, as
shown i Fig. 4, to bend the siflel of the plate
1 shightly to the rear, as shown at 8,50 as to

engage with the edges of the scratching-sur-

face 4 and form an additional safeguard
against any lateral displacement of the same.
It will thus be scen that the scratching-sur-
face is held against lateral movement b

means of the interlocking: connection witﬁ

73
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the offset portion 3 and that the pin 6 secures B

1t against longitudinal displacement. Tn or-
der to remove the scratching-surface, it is

simply necessary to disengage it from con-

nection with the pin 6 and then slide it lon-

itudinally away from the offset portion 3.

In this manner it will be seen that owing to

the peculiar consttuction of the device the
seratehing-surface can be readily removed or

replaced -without the necessity of bendiug

90

any portions of the metal, as is the case with

most of the devices which have
empioyed. |

18 claimed as new 15—

1. A match-scratching 'device comprising
a plate having a tongue formed therein, a

mateh-seratching surface fitting between the.

tongue and the plate so as to be exposed
through the opening made in the formation
of the tongue, one edgs of the scratching-sur-

face having an mterlocking connection with
the tongue which holds it against lateral dis-
placement, and means for securing the plate
to & support, the said securing means engag-
mmg with "the scratching-surface to hold it
agamnst longitudinal displacement.

- 2. A match-seratching surface comprising
a plate having a tongue formed therein, a

| masch-seratching surface fitting between the

hitherto been =
Having thus described the invention, what
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- backwardly, a tongue formed in the

_g”

plate and the tongue so as to be Lexposed

through the opening made in the formation
of the tongue, one edge of the scratching-sur-
tace being provided with a notch which has

an interlocking connection with the tongue:

and holds the scratching-surface against lat-
eral displacement, and a projection froin the
late which engages with the scratching-sur-
ace and holds the same against longitudinal
displacement. | - S
3. A match-scratching device comprising
a plate having a tongue formed therein,
means at one enda of the plate for securing it
to a support, and a scratching-surface fitting
under the opening made in the formation of
the tongue, one edge of the scratching-sur-
face being formed with a notch which en-
gages with the tongue, while the opposite
edge engages with the before-mentioned se-
curing means for the plate. '
4. A match-scratching device comprising
a plate having opposite edges thereof turned
plate

- and extending approximately parallel to the

25

backwardly-turned edges, means at one end
of the plate for securing it to a support, and a

scratching-sarface fitting under the opening

534,687

made in the formation of the tongue, said
scratching-surface having an mterlocking
conunection with the tongue and engaging
with the rearwardly-turned edges of the
plate to prevent lateral displacement and
also engaging with the before-mentioned se-
curing means for the plate to prevent longi-
tudinal displacement.

5. A match-scratching device comprising
& plate having a tongue cut therein, a pin at
one end of the plate for securing it to a sup-
port, and a scratching-surface fitting under
the opening made n the formation of the
tongue, one end of the scratching-surface be-
g formed with a notch which has an inter-
locking tonnection with the tongue to pre-
vent lateral displacement, while the opposite
end of the scratching-surface 1s engaged by

‘the before-mentioned pin to prevent longi-
| tudinal displacement.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
In presence o1 two witnesses.

NATHANIEL 7. BENFORD. [r.s]
Witnesses: |

Epw. Bueas,
GEO. S. ANDEN.
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