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To all whom tt may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, ALBERT SHUTT, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Oakland, in the county of Shawnee and
State of Kansas, have invented a new and
useful Tuner for Stringed Instruments, of
which the following is a description.

My mvention relates to a tuner for stringed
mmstruments by which amateurs can tune the
violin, mandolin, or guitar correctly and
easily without the aid of other instruments.

The objects of myimprovements are, first,
to provide a metal plate with an open slot in
said plate which forms a clamp to hold the

device in proper position on the bridge, said |

plate being placed over the center of violin-
bridge lengthwise of the strings; second,
the said plate has any number of slots over
which tongues or reeds are secured by rivets
on the plate at the lower end of slots, the
loose end of the reeds extending vertically
across the slots, the slots being formed so as
to fit closely to the reeds, allowing said reeds
to vibrate freely in the slots. The reeds
adapted for use are made very thin and are
tuned to the proper pitch or in unison with
the correct pitch or tones of the open strings
of the violin, mandolin, guitar, or any other
stringed musical inst ument.

The tuning device 1s intended to appeal to
the ear. In order to bring a string to the
proper pitch, the operator sounds the string
by hand or by bow, and when the string is
properly tuned with the corresponding reed
sald reed will sympathetically vibrate in the
slot, which will produce a tone in unison with
that of the open string. Then the string is in
proper tune, and if the reed does not vibrate
rapldly, so as to produce a sound, then it is
necessary for the operator to either stretch

the string more tightly or loosen the same.
This operation is repeated with each of the

strings, and then the tuning device is re-
moved.

I attain these objects by the mechanism

lustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

- 1 1s the plate In correct position on the
violin-bridge. | |

2 2 2 2 represent vertical slots in plate 1.

3 3 3 3 represent the reeds, which are tuned
to the proper pitch or tones corresponding

[ noting the pitch or tone of each reed is

stamped on plate above each reed.

4 4 4 4 represent the rivets which secure
the reeds to plate 1 at the lower end of slots
222 2. |

5 18 the violin-bridge, which is shown in the
drawings by dotted lines.

6 1s an open slot m plate 1, which forms a
clamp for holding said plate in proper posi-
tion on the bridge, the slot being formed so as
to fit tightly on any violin-bridge.

7 1s a dotted horizontal line representing
the top or sound board of the violin.

What I claim 1s— _

1. A tuner for stringed musical instru-

ments comprising a plate having an open slot

whereby 1t may be mounted vertically upon
a bridge, a series of vertically-disposed slots
in the plate, and a series of reeds correspond-
Ing 1 tone to the true tones of the open
strings respectively, each reed being secured
at the lower end to the plate and having its
upper end extended across the slot.

- 2. A tuner for the violin, mandolin, guitar,
and similar stringed musical mstruments,
comprising a plate having an open slot
whereby 1t may be removably and vertically
mounted on a bridge on the instrument, a
series of vertically-disposed slots in the plate,
and a series of reeds corresponding in tone to
the true tones of the several strings respec-
tively, each reed being secured at its lower
end to the plate and having its upper end ex-
tended loosely across the slot. -

3. A tuner for stringed musical instru-
ments comprising & plate, means for remov-
ably mounting the plate on the bridge of the
musical mstrument, a series of slots in the
plate, and a series of reeds corresponding to
the strings respectively, each reed being se-
cured at one end to the plate and having its
loose end extended across the slot. '

4. A tuner for stringed musical Instru-
ments comprising a plate, means for remov-
ably mounting the plate on the bridge of the
musical instrument, a series of vertical slots
in the plate, and a series of reeds correspond-
ing 1 tone to the true tones of the strings re-
spectively, each reed being secured at the
lower end to the plate and having its loose
end extended across the slot.

5. A tuner for stringed musical mstru-

with the open violin-strings. The letters de- | ments comprising a plate, means whereby it
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may be.mounted vertically upon a bridge, a | In . testimony whereof I have hereunto
serles of vertically-disposed slots in the plate, | signed my name in the presence of the sub-
and a series of reeds corresponding in tone to | scribing witnesses:..
the true tones of the open stringsrespectively, | ALBERT SHUTT.

5 each reed being secured at one end.to the.| Witnesses:
plate and having its loose end extended N. B. ArRNOLD,
across the. slot. ' | J. L. PAINE.
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