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To all whom it maiy coﬁ@ern: - o
Be it known that I, Joszru E. Beck, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident, of

. New Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and
5 State of Louisiana, have invented an Im-
{)royed Plastic Composition, of which the fol-

OWINg1s a specification. = &
My invention is an improved composition
for use in an article stmilar to linoleum and
ro for various analogous ourposes, o

The ingredients of the composition and the
manner of producing it are as follows: The

- chief ingredient of the composition is derived

- Trom bagasse, or what is fre uently termed
15 “sugar-cane tras , 1t being the stalks of the
sugar-cane which have been passed through
the mill for the purpose of crushing the same
and pressing out the juices. Five pounds of
dried bagasse are cut up mto small pieces—

20 say from one-fourth of an inch to one-half
~1nch in dimension—and the same is placed in’
two gallons of boiling-water, together with a
pint of hydrochloric acid, and the solution is
boiled for a considerable time, the acid meuan-

25 while acting upon the hard, flinty, or silicious
~coating of the bagasse, so as to separate or

- aid in separating it from the softer interior
portion. One pound of potash 1s added to

~ the solution and the boiling continued with
‘30 agitation by means of a wooden stirrer. The
 bagasse is then removed and pressed to elimi-
nate the liquid portion as much as practica-
~ ble. It is then rinsed or washed several -

~ times with elear water and then repressed.
35 The comparatively dry bagasse product thus
obtained is placed in another boiler contajn-
ing a gallon of water in which one-half pound

of chlorid of lime has been dissolved. It is
boiled in this solution for thirty minutes,
40 then removed and rinsed in several clear wa-
ters, and finally subjected to a high pressure
for the purpose of eliminating the liquid, af-
ter which the comparatively dry product is

- passed through a sieve for the purpose of sep-
45 arating the coarser portion from the finer or
pulpy portion. The latter is then mixed
with other ingredients, as follows: bagasse |

product, fifty per cent., by weicht: buoiled
linsecd-oil, fifteen percent., by weight'; Jiquid
or disselved rubber, fifteen per cent., by

welght: rice-flour, seven and one-half per

ceiit., by weight; wheat-flour, seven and one-
nall per cent., by weight: silicate of soda, five
per cent., by welght. These 1ngredients are

thoroughty mixed together by stivring, and

the compesition is tlien ready for use. The,
rubber referred to may be forned by dissolv-

ing the hatural product in any ot the well-
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known solvents. It s used with the stlieate

cluefly as a binder and the flour ag a body or
{illing. - - S '
- 'The product has when warmed a strong ad
hesive quality, which enables it to Lo applied
and adhere to canvas, burl ap, or other fahrie,

| which serves as a backing, and to be so treat-
ed as to form any desired geometrical or

other figure or the appearance of blocks, &e.

wainscoting.  To produce 8 substitute for
linoleum, the required thickness of the mate.
r1al having been applied to the backing, the
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It may also be utilized without the backin: »
a5 a covering for floors and walls, also for

70

same 1s run through a hydraulic press in or-

der to give it due solidity and coherence.

The composition is cheap and very durable;
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and it may be easily applied in various situa-

tions.

‘Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
o ' - 80
1. The improved plastic composition com-

ters Patent, is—

»

prising a product consisting of the finer por-
tion of bagasse, linseed-oil, dissolved rubber,

rice and wheat flour, and silicate of soda; sub-
85
2. The improved plastic composition

stantially in the proportions specified.

formed of the finer portion of bagasse, an oil,

a rubber solution, a soda silicate, and a cereal

product serving as a filling, substantially as

described. o
- - JOSEPH E. BECK.
. Witnesses: - .
HeNRY L. Sarpy,
‘I'. R. DUPLANTIER.




	Claims
	Front Page
	Specification

