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To all whom .‘if'mﬁ‘y,wncerﬂ:- - o
“Be it known that I, HExry C. BARROW, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at

Berkeley,in the countyof Alameda andState
of California, have invented new and usetul
‘Means to Instantly Drop. the Scenery of a |
Theater or other Place of Amusement to the
Stage-Floor in Case of Fire or other lmer-

gency, of which the following is a specifica-

My invention relates particularly to means

~used to put out fires in the scenery of theaters

~other place of public amusement in case of

‘and to prevent the loss of life and injury

thereby; and it provides means to instantly

remove from the rigging-loft all or part of the

scenery in use on the stage of a theater or

~fire or otherwise and to cover the same up

Lo

and smother any fire that may remain in any |

of the scenery after it has fallen on the stage;

~and it is one of the objects of myinvention

to provide handy, reliable, and accessible

“means to instantly drop a part or all of the

2' 5_,
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“scenery of the stage upon the floor of the
stage whenever desired so to do and to cover

the same and smother - any fire thereon. 1
accomplish these objects by means of the
device described herein and shown in the ac-
companying drawings, In which— _'
Figure 1 represents an elevation of a rig-
oing-loft embodying my invention with a

'scene supported thereon. Fig. 2 is a plan of

a rigging-loft similarly equipped. Fig.31sa
longitudinal vertical section of a fragmentary
part of a rigging-loft embodying my mven-
tion. Fig. 4 1s an enlarged detail showing m

~ plan fragmentary parts thereof. FKig. 51s an
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elevation of the operating-lever. R
Referring to the drawings, which show in a

simple form the application of my mvention

to the rigging-loft of a theater, I provide sim-
ple means whereby any or all of the scenes

and borders suspended to the rigging-loft and

the asbestos smothering-cover may be In-
stantly dropped upon the stage, leaving onl

made of steel, iron, or any non-combustible
substance, by simply manipulating an oper-

ating-lever located in some convenient and

accessible place on the stage. :

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the supporting-beams of the rigging-
Joft. Resting upon and arranged to have &

sliding movement thereon is the release-bar

B. This release-bar has a limited shding

- [ herematter éxplained. Sus

bar.

supporting-beam is the pulley-bar C, which
carries pulleys D, over which the ropes and

eTy

cables I are p_la_ced which support the scen-

PATENT OFFICE.

é:ndéd' below the

50

‘Rigidly secured to the pulley-bar is the
‘catch-bar I, which projectsupwardly through
“an opening in the supporting-beam and also
through a longitudinal slot B/ in the release-
Each of these bars is provided with
| notches F’ (see Fig. 3) therein for the recep-
tion and engagement of the release-bar.
“When these catch-bars are supported by the
release-bar, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, the
pulley-bars will be reliably suspended in their

70

normal position below the supporting-beam, .

rollers L have a limited movement in grooves
in the supporting-bar and carry the release-
bar. - | -

‘as shown in these figures. The antifriction-

75

- To smother out é,ny fire tha;t"majremain o

in any part of the scenery after 1t has fallen

on the stage, I mount an asbestos cover M on
‘and above the pulley-bars and secure the
same thereto by any convenient means. . In
‘the drawings I have shown it bolted to these

bars by securing-bolts N.  When the pulley-

Dar drops with the scenery, it will carry with

it the smothering-cover, which will be on top
of everything combustible on the stage, and

8¢

thereby extinguish any fire that may remain :
therein. The cover will prevent the scenery -

‘and su]fporting mechanism from falling too

suddenly and injuring any person or thing on.

90.

the stage when it falls, as the cover willactin

‘the nature of a parachute and break the fall.
‘In mounting this cover the only thing which

will project therethrough will be the catch- |

bars F.  Now in case of a fire or other emer-
gency requiring the instant removal of the

scenery from the rigging-loft the operating-

95

lever & is thrown down. This will carry

with it the connecting-rod H, pivoted on the
lever at its lower end, the up

free end of the lever 1, mounted on the rock-

ing shaft J. This shaft has keyed thereon a

number of upwardly-projecting arms I,
which project through the longitudinal slots
in the release-bars B and impart thereto a
longitudinal movement. Now when the op-

per-end of the
| v | connecting-rod being pivotally secured to the
‘the supporting means which are preferably

T10C
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erating-lever G is thrown downwardly it will

carry with it the connecting-rod H, and that
in turn will operate the lever I, carrying the

ITIO

_ _ arms 1’ to the ri%ht, and they in turn will
movement on the supporting-beam, as will be | move the release-bars to the right until that



=

portion of the release-bars which enters the
notches K of the pulley-catches F move out
of the notches, when the pulley-catches will
be released and will drop, carrying with them
5 the pulley-bars and all the supported scenery
and the smothering-cover to the stage. The
rock-shaft which runs transversely to the re-
lease-bar will carry thereon an arm I’ for
each one of the release-bars. The release-
bagg should have all their longitudinal slots
B’ therein uniformly located, so that all the
catehes will be released at the same time,
O@Jlﬁ}fthereby drop all the scenery at once upon
the stage-floor. -
1o prevent the accidental dropping on. the
stage of the scenery, the operating-lever
should be locked, and upon the opening of
the theater for the admission of the audience
thej operating-lever should be unlocked by

20 the attendant in charge and again locked

~when the audience has dispersed.

Having described my invention, what I
glaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

~ Patent, is—

25 1. Means to extinguish fires in the scenery
of a stage in a theater or otherplace of amuse.
ment, comprising an asbestos cover disposed
above the scenery and below the rigging-loft
and means to drop the cover and the scenery,

30 1n an approximately horizontal position.

2. The herein-described means to extin-
guish a fire in the scenery of a stage or on the
stage, comprising a cover of asbestos or other
non-combustible substance disposed above

35 the scenery and the borders of the stage and
~ below the rigging-loft and means to Instantly
drop the scenery, borders and asbestos cov-
ers at will, in an approximately horizontal Po-
sition,
3. In a theateror otherplace of amusement,
8 fire-extinguisher composed of asbestos or
other non-combustible substance detachably
8ypported to and below the rigging-loft and
means to drop the extinguisher upon the

45 stage, in an approximately horizontal POSI-

tion. -

4. The herein-described means to drop all
the scenery and cover therefor from the rig-
ging-loft upon the floor of the stage compris-

IO
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| Ing In combination the
longitudinally - movable releas 7bans and
means to move said bars; pullefes éﬁpporting
bars suspended thereby and provided with
upwardly-projecting catches ddapted to en-
gage the release-bar at one part of 1ts move-
ment and be detached therefrom -Bn tHRtpu
verse movement thereof.

5. In a rigging-loft of the character herein
described in combination withithe sl YPORE-O X

carrying upwardly-projecting ; armil”j¢he reniio
lease-bar B adapted to becmoved: longitindi i
natlty by means of the o |
operating-lever G workably .connectod; with ...

upon the turning of the wocking shaft. to-ims
part a longitudinal movement to,the rolegsen sy

a pulley-bar Ccarrying thesceneryhaving upa

therein adapted to receive, a..portiomn: of.thesns
release-bar at certain -periods in its moivea:!s
ments and to be released. therefrom,on itsresi
verse movement substantially ..as:hepein:
shown and descrlbed. L ;.‘ﬁ.ii.é.},}'ﬁi 10 :,}.‘_‘r..s'.;iagi

6. The combination.of supporting-beams; i
the herein-described release-har havingapern-i..

ed to support the stage-scenery, catchsbars
rigidly secured to the pulley-supporting bars
and adapted to enter the apertures in the re-
lease-bar, and means to impart longitudinal
movement to the release-bar.

7. The combination with pulley-bars, a
ire-extinguishing cover supported thereby
and pulleys rotatably supported by the pul-
ley-bars, of catch-bars connected with  the
pulley-bars and a release-bar for disengaging
the catch-bars whereby the pulley-bars and
their connected parts are detached and low-
ered from their support.

In witness that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto subscribed my name this 6th
day of May, 1905.

HENRY C. BARROW.

j—

Witnesses:
MyrrLE A. JoNEs,
| - G. E. HArrHAM.
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