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 Be it known that I, WiLLiam B. AYER, a

~citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
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- barrels, boxes, casks,
cases, and the like by means of a set of diesor
punches having cameo or relief designs, num-

- marking devices, and has .particulé,r

the following is a specification. -
" My invention rtelates to identify

ing or

ence to devices for indenting numbers upon
packages, packing-

~bers, or letters formed on their faces which

I5

~ body of the article to be marked for identifi-
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will make intaglio reproductions upon the

cation.

~ The particular object of the invention is to.
“provide a device adapted for use by revenue
nspectors and other persons whose duty it 1s
“to identify and record original packages, bar-

- rels, &c.; containing spirituous liquors and

articles of - merchandise. A device com-

- monly employed for this purpose is in the
form of a hammer-like tool comprising a han-
dle or helve having a striking-head that com-
~ prises, substantially, a serles of circularly-

arrangéd hubs having designs or characters

~ cut on their ends, each of which is in turn ad-
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~ tion and swings the device in delivering a

justable at right angles to the helve or handle

‘or into a relative position corresponding to
~ that of the peen or poll of a hammer. - When |
. -anumberis to be impressed upon, say, a cask

of whisky, the operator adjusts successively
each. figure of the number into striking posi-

~ blow for each figure in the number. This

~ clumsy, comparatively slow, and produces
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method of applying numbers 1s uncertain,

ceptionally expert or unerring in delivering

swinging blows. As a rule, however, the re-

~gult is numbers the individual figures of
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which are il"l’?gillaﬂy arranged—that is, they

occupy varying degrees of relative inclina-

tion, are unevenly spaced apart, are scat--
tered, are out of alinement, are ‘ piled’’ upon

- each other, or unevenly impressed, &c. Such
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numbers are more or less

€] _ illegible and diffi-
cult or slow to read. T S

 making provision for the adjustment of each
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individual hub, die, or punch upon the exact |

spot where the indentation is to be made and

refer-

- | and when any given
- My invention is designed to overcome the
“above-named objections to old methods by
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its re‘teﬁtidﬁ'theréupon until .thé,'_ blow of im-

pact has been delivered.

d

ouiding unerringly the element that delivers

the blows upon the punches.and forits opera- ¢ _
tion by one hand of the operator, while the
.| other hand is free to adjust the punches and -

hold each of them steady, thus contributing

toward accurate and rapid work.

 With the above general objects in view
| my invention consists in the novel construc-
‘tion and combination of parts hereinatter

_ S, 1 " My invention further makes provision for =~
cago, in the county of Cook and State of 1lhi-- o
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Marking Devices, of which

described in detail, illustrated in the draw- -

ings, and incorporated in the claims. .
- In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a device embodying my invention, a =
| portion of the guide-rod being broken away.

‘Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, taken ona -
vertical plane at right angles to the vertical
plane of Fig. 1. Fig. 3is a top plan view and.

section on line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawings, 2 represents a

--"I-

fork; in each branch of which is a bearmgtor

‘the revoluble shaft 3, to which is secured a

wheel 4. The shaft 3 is rotatable by means
of a handle 5. Said shaft also carries an 1n-

dicator-wheel 6, having a series of circularly-
arranged characters 7, corresponding to a
similar series of characters on punches, hubs,
or dies 8, secured to and radiating from the

axis of marking-wheel 4. The characters on
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indicator-wheel 6 and marking-wheel 4 are
oppositely arranged. For the purpose of

dllustration I have shown the characters as -
| | ©.90 .
relatively arranged on the two wheels, so that
when the cipher or figure 0’ is.in line with
the guide-rod 9 or at the lowest pomnt in Fig.
1 said figure on the indicator-wheel 6 1s at its
unsatisfactory work unless the operator isex- |

the ten digits or Arabic numerals, which are

highest or best visible point, as shown in Fig.

3. Slidably mounted on therod 9isa weight or
“hammer 10, which is in the form of the hand- -
orip portion of a rounded handle, through
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the long axis of which is a bore for said rod 9.
100

On the upper end of the rod is a knob 11,

which limits the upward movement of the-

hammer 10 or prevents it from slipping off

111%];)051‘51011: S o
~ Tn operation the user grasps the handle 5

the rod. An indicator 12 is secured to the
fork immediately above the indicator-wheel,
, 1 figure or character on.
the latter is opposite said indicator the corre- -
sponding figure on the ficure-wheel is in strik-
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in one hand and the hammer 10 in the other 11o0
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hand. He then by means of handle 5 rotates
the wheel 4 to place the desired dig1t or char-
acter In striking position, being guided by the
wheel 6 and indicator 12, raises the handle
10, bringing it down again upon the fork 2 to
drive the face of the punch into the article to
be marked, and rotates the next punch into
position. The operations of making a series
of indentations or a number may be rapidly
and conveniently performed, as the hand
grasping the handle 5 may be devoted exclu-
stvely to adjusting the wheel, while the hand
grasping hammer 10 assists in supporting the
punch, while free to operate the hammer.

While in my arrangement the blows from
the hammer are transmitted to the punches
through the shaft or axis 3, T do not wish to
be understood as confining myself to this par-
ticular arrangement, as my invention is capi-
ble of such modification in its embodiment
that the blows may be delivered directly
upon the punches themselves.

Other modifications may also be made
without departing from the spirit of ny in-

vention, as will appear in the stitbjoined

claims.

- What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of a set of dies adjust-
ably movable in the path of a circle; with an
operating-handle common to all of said dies:
a grip movable radially relative to said circle.
sald grip serving as a hammer; and means
for adjusting each of said dies successively
mto alinement with said hammer’s path of
movement. |

2. The combination with a support, of a
set ot dies or punches revolubly mounted on
sald support; a hammer mounted for recip-
rocal movement on said support, and means
whereby one hand of the operator may be
employed to adjust said dies or punches rela-
tively to said hamumer while the other hand
of the operator manipulates said hammer.

833,820

‘adjustable dies each of which is arranged ra-

3. The combination, with a support; of a
set of dies or punches revolubly mounted on
sald support; a pair of grips or handles for
guiding said support, one of said OTIPS Arl-
ranged to serve as a striking-hammer and the
other grip arranged to adjust said dies or
punches into successive operative relation
with said hammer.

4. The combination of a set of revolubly-

dially to its center of rotation, a hammer
mounted to move radially to said center of
rotation, means for rotatime all of said dies
simultaneously, said means and said hammer
serving as grips through which said dies and
hammer are supported by the operator.

5. In combination, a fork, a wheel having
radially-projecting dies or punches therein,
sald wheel revolubly mounted in said fork,
an indicator-wheel 6 mounted exteriorly of
said fork, a handle 5 for rotating both of said
wheels, a hammer 10, and the rod 9 for ould-
ing said hammer.

6. In combination, a fork 2, a marking-
wheel 4 rotatively mounted between the
members of said fork; an indicator-wheel 6
rotatable on the axis of the wheel 4, the latter
having a series of peripherally-projecting
dies or punches 8 each adapted to reproduce
a separate figure or design, and the wheel 6
naving on its periphery homologous fi OUTES
or designs, but arranged radially opposite
with respect to the wheel 4: a handle 5 for
rotating wheels 4 and 5; a guide-rod 9 on the
fork 2, and the hammer 10 mounted upon
sald guide-rod.

In testimony whereof T have hereunto sot
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

WILLIAM B. AYER.

Witnesses:
H. s. oy,
J. Epwarp King.
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