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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, MAXxwELL C. FRANK, a
citizeh of the United States, residing at

Berkeley, in the county of Alameda and Staté-
of California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Luminous Coverings,

of which the following is a specification.
My invention relates generally to means
for rendering objects luminous and visible in
the dark or 1n dark situations, and more par-
ticularly to an appliance for rendering such
objects as electric switch-handles, gas-cocks,
and like handles visible under such condi-
tions. |
The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and convenient attachment in the na-
ture of a luminous cap or cover which can be
made and sold as a separate article of manu-

facture and can be easily and conveniently

applied to such handles by any person, how-
ever unskilled. '

My invention therefore differs from those
in which the object is to provide structures
which are in themselves luminous, and sq 1n-
volve special processes and means in their
production.
simple luminous attachment which can be
easily applied to articles of ordinary con-
struction and which can be easily replaced

30 when necessary 1s immediately apparent.

My invention being especially applicable
to the class of articles referred to is hereinaf-

 ter described in connection with. them, and

embodiments of 1t 1n several forms are shown'

35 in the accompanying drawings.

40

50

53

Figure 1 is a view of an incandescent elec-

tric lamp attached to a wall-socket and hav-
ing its switch-handle provided with one of
my attachments. Fig. 2 1s a separate view
of a switch-handle, partly in section, with
one of my caps or covers in position. Kig. 3
is an elevation of one of my covers ready to
be bent to inclose a switch-handle or gas-
cock. Fig. 4 is a perspective of the same
cover bent. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of
a complete inclosing cap for the same pur-
pose. Fig. 6 is an enlarged cross-section of
one of my covers, which might be either the
cover of Fig. 4 or the cap of Fig. 5.. Fig. 7
shows my cap as applied to a wall-switch.
Fi% 8 shows 1ts application to a wall-switch.

eferring to Fig. 1, an ordinary electric
lamp 1 is shown attached to the wall-socket
2. The switch 3 has the usual handle 4, con-
structed of any suitable material, such as

he advantage of a cheap and

' to facilitate its accurate bending.
blanks can be made very cheaply in quanti-

| hard rubber. Slich a switch and handle are
“also shown in Fig. 2. To this handle is at-

tached a cap or cover constructed according

to my invention. I have shown two differ-

ent-stylés;-one being simply a cover or partial
e other a complete inclosing cap.

1

n Fig. 3 a blank 5 is shown, which 1s cut,

| stamped, or formed from any suitable trans-

parent or translucent material, among which
may be mentioned mica, celluloid, tracing-
cloth, and oiled silk. This blank is rendered
luminous and the luminous material protect-
ed in the manner shown 1n Fig. 6, in which

‘the different layers which form the complete
‘article -are considerably exaggerated for the

sake of clearness in illustration. The trans-
lucent material 5 is covered on one side, as

shown at 6, with any suitable luminous paint

or composition—such, for instance, as sulfid
of calcium. I prefer to place over the lumi-

nous composition a protective layer 7, which
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may be of any suitable material, such as an

asbestos composition, the latter being not
only a protector for the composition, but also
for the cover itself should such material as

celluloid be used for it. Upon the protect-

ive cover I then spread a layer of gum-arabic,
olue, dextrin, or the like which becomes ad-
hesive when moistened. The cover shown in
Fig. 3 when bent as'in Fig. 4 and rendered ad-
hesive by moistening the adhesive substance

can be fitted to the switch, gas-cock, or

sther handle, as shown in Fig. 1. The edges

of the blank may be recessed, as shown at 8§,
Such

ties and sold in lots ready for immediate use.
They can be made in many difflerent shapes

and sizes to fit different standard handles;

but it is evident that a perfect fit 1s not abso-
lutely essential so long as a neat external ap-
pearance 1s preserved, the object being only

to present sufficient luminous surface to show

- the position of the handle 1n darkness.

§

In Figs. 5, 7, and 8 the principle of my in-
vention is embodied 1n complete hollow caps
or sockets 10, which are slipped over the han-
dles and are held in place either by the close-
ness of their fit or by adhesive material ap-
plied to the whole 1nterior or to some part of
1t, such as the projections 9. ~ In Fig. 7 the
cap is of special form to fit a well-known
acorn-shaped pull-handle switch. In Hig.
8 such a cap is shown as applies to a waﬁ

switch. Where complete caps are used, they 110
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- more or lessflexible.

LN

IO

15

may be constructed of thin g

of other materials before mentioned, which are
In some cases it is de-
sirable to afford the luminous composition a |

base for adhesion to the surface of the cover,

and I therefore prefer to provide the inner
surface.of the cover, before the luminous com-

- position is applied, with a coating of transpa-

rent varnish, shellac, lacquer, or the like to
which such composition will adhere.
Having thus described my invention, what
L claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— ' I .
1. The combination with a switch-handle,
of a transparent ca

class, as well as.

covering said handle
and held thereon by friction, said cap having |
& lining of luminous material placed on the |

_protecting-cove
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inside surface of said cap, sUBstantia,]ly_ as

described, - |

2. A cap made from trailsparent material zo
~consisting of two flat parts 5 connected by a

narrow neck 8, said neck being bent to bring
the parts 5 opposite each other, a coating of
luminous material on the opposing surfaces
of said parts 5 and a protecting-covering for 25
sald coating and an adhesive coating on said
In testimonyn%ereof* 1 have affixed my
mgnat,ure, 1n presence of two witnesses, this =~
2d day of May, 1905. L o
-~ MAXWELL C. FRANK.
- Witnesses: L
-~ L. W, SEgLY,
M. R. SEeLy.
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