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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, ALBERT KAUTZKY
and ANTON KAUTZKY, engineers, subjects of
the Emperor of Austrla—Hungary, residing at

5 Vienna, in the Empire of Austrla,—Hungary,
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have invented new and useful Improvements
in Theaters; and we do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the mventlon such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
tothe accompanying drawings, and to numer-
als of reference marked thereon which form

a part of this specification.
This invention relates to theaters, and has

for its object to so construct the same that a
panic on the outbreak of fire or for any other

reason is obviated. To this end the theater
1s constructed of several independent parts
each of which is easily accessible, such parts

~ being the stage, auditorium, and one or more
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sliding structures ‘arranged between these two 1

parts and normally locked in position, but
being released on the outbreak of fire or on
any other danger impending, so that the said

structure or structures can be withdrawn

from the other parts of the theater. In this
manner a complete separation 1s effected be-
tween the stage and the auditorium, and an

exit extending over the whole width of the

theater 1s simultaneously obtained, through
which exit the smoke and gases generated
can also freely escape.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a diagrammatic elevation of a theater con-

structed according to the mmvention. FKig. 2
1s a plan view thereof. Fig. 31s a view show-
ing the roof of the theater. Kig. 4 1s an ele-

vation of the theater with the intermediate |

Figs. 5 and 6 are an |
chains 7 are released, whereby the two inter-

structures withdrawn.
elevation and a section, respectively, of a
part of the roof, acting also as a fi reproof cur-
tain for the stage and Kigs. 7 and 8 are simi-
lar views of a modification thereof.

Between the auditorium 1 and the stage 2,

. which are independent structures having a

5o

space between them and each of which is 1n-
dependently illuminated, there are intro-
duced the intermediate structures 3 and 4.

Each of these structures 1s independent and

is preferably of iron, with its own inlet, stair-
way, and 1111111’1111&131011 and is mounted upon

*
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upon the inclined p.

the theater. In the normal position the two
intermediate structures 3 and 4 are intro-
duced between the stage 2 and the audito-

| rtum 1 and are anchored in position by suit-

able means, such as chains 7.

The roofing of the auditorium, of the stage,
and of the two intermediate structures 1s ef-
fected in the usual manner and independ-
ently. The portion which is not covered by
these parts is inclosed by a roof 8, suspended
to the proscenium, the said roof being sup-

ported upon the mtermedmte structures and

| anes 6, extending from
the Hloor of the auditorium to the outmde of
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engaging with the proscenium and the audi-

tormm This movably -arranged roof §

| when it 1s deprived of the support of the in-

termediate structures 3 and 4 provides a cur-
tain or partition for the stage-front 9, 1t made
of the proper dimensions. “In order that the
drop of the said roof shall not be dangerous
to the audience and also in order that the

distance between the auditorium and the

stage shall not be too great, the said curtain
or Toof is made of a number of parts, which
may, for example, be normally overlapping
or folded (see Figs. 7 and 8) and be released,
so as to open out when the root has dropped
i front of the proscenium.

In order to reduce the impaect of the roof

-with the proscenium and to obviate the lia-
“bility of damage to the stage under the heavy

welght of the roof the said roof 1s counter-
ba,lanced the correspondmgly heavy stage-

-shaft cover 10 being advantageously fitted to
the top thereof for this purpose.

Instead of
making the roof of a number of overlapping

parts the said parts can be arranged tele-

scopically, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6.
In the case of an outbreak of fire the

mediate structures 3 and 4 are freed and
either roll down the inclined planes 6 under

the action of their own weight, and prefer-

ably upon rails on which the rollers 5 run, or
can be withdrawn. By the removal of the
two intermediate structures a wide space is
provided between the stage and auditorium,
which enables the theater to be quickly emp-
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tied and through which the smoke generated

by the fire can quickly escape. The portion
of the roof 8 which rests upon the intermedi-

rollers 5 or the like, the said rollers running | ate structures 1S on the withdrawal of these
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structures freed, so that it drops downward '

and opens out. The length of the device 1s
such that the lowermost section enters a slit
11, provided in front of the footlights, so
that the bottom of the curtain is thus held,
the said lowermost section in the case of a
stage-fire being pressed against the slit by the
smoke and gases generated, which can escape

832,323

structures independent of said stage and au-
ditorium interposed between the same, a sec-
tional. curtain connected with the stage and
normally held in an inoperative position by
the movable structures and.forming a roof
over the same, said stage, auditorium and
movable structures in connection with said
curtain adapted to form the theater, means

through the opening 12, provided by the rais-
ing of the aforesaid shaft-cover 10. With
this construction the theater in a moment of
danger is quickly divided into two indepexd-

ent parts, between which a wide space 1s ob-

tained, the said space being opened to the
auditorium, but closed to the stage, so that a
complete isolation of the part at which a con-
flagration usually starts—mnamely, the stage—

"1s effected. |

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 15—

1. A theater, comprising a stage, an audi-
torium arranged independent thereof, mov-

“able structures independent of said stage and

auditorium, and a curtain connected with the
stage and supported by the movable struc-
tures to form a roof over the same, said stage,

guditorium and movable structures 1n con-
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junction with said curtain adapted to form.
the theater and said movable. structures
adapted when actuated to separate the stage
from the auditorium and to form passage-

~ ways or outlets between the same and to per-
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mit of descent of the curtain in front of the
stage. | |

2. A theater, comprising a stage having an

opening, an auditorium arranged independ-
ent thereof, movable structures independent
of said stage and auditorium, and interposed
between the same, and a sectional curtain
connected with the stage and normally rest-
ing on said movable structures to form a root
over the same, said stage, auditorium and

movable structures in connection with said -

curtain adapted to form the theater, and said
movable structures adapted when actuated

“to separate the stage from the auditorium to
form passage-ways or outlets between the

same and to permit of the descent of the sec-
tional curtain to close the opening of the stage.

3. A theater, comprising a stage having an |

opening, an auditorium arranged independ-

ent thereof but adjacent thereto, movable |

adapted to counterbalance said curtain and
said movable structures adapted when actu-
ated toseparate the stagefrom the auditorium

and. to form passage-ways or outlets between
the same and to permit of the descent of the .

sectional curtain to close the opening of the
stage and to disconnect the same at 1ts upper
end from the auditorium. |

4. A theater, comprising a stage having an
opening in its front and in its roof, an audi-

“torium arranged independent thereof but ad-
jacent thereto, movable structures independ-

ent of said stage and auditorium interposed
between the same, means adapted to hold the
movable structures in their operative posi-

tion at each end of the stage and auditorium,

means adapted to permit of a free movement
of the same when released to move away
from the stage and auditorium, a sectional

curtain connected with the stage structure
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and normally held in an inoperative position

by the movable structures and forming a root
over the same, means for counterbalancing
the curtain and closing the opening in the
roof of the stage in the inoperative position of
the curtain, said stage, auditorium and mov-
able structures in conjunction with said cur-
tain adapted to form the theater, and said
movable structures adapted when actuated

to form passage-ways or outlets between the

same and permit of the descent of the sec-
tional eurtain and of the raising of the means
connected therewith to close the opening in
front of the stage by the curtain and of the

freeing of the opening in the roof by the

means connected therewith. ,

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ALBERT KAUTZKY.
ANTON KAUTZKY.
Witnesses:
WENZEL SNIKEFORD,
AvvesTo S. HOGUE.
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