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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, CHARLEs JOHNSON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at La~

porte, in the county of Laporte and State of
Indiana, have immvented a new and useful
Beby—Sleloh of which the following 1s a
speelﬁcatlon

This invention relates to sleighs, and more
particularly to children’s bo*i—slewhs

1The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, mexpensive, and durable device of
the character having a plurality of traction-
wheels pivotally mounted thereon and mov-
able to operative position beneath the sleigh-
runners to facilitate the passage otfthe ve-
hicle over portions of the road or sidewalk
from which the snow has been removed.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide means for locking the wheels 1n opera-
tive position, and means for yieldably sup-
porting the same in meperetwe position.

A still further object 1s to ‘generally im-
prove this class of devices, so as to add to
their utiity and durabi]ity, as well as to re-
duce the cost of manufacture. .

With these and other objects in view the
Invention consists 1 the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts
herematter fully described and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, 1t being under-
stood that various ehenﬂ'es in form, propor-
tions, and general essembleﬂ'e of parts may

~ be resorted within the scope _ef the appended
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claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Flgure {is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of a box-sleigh con-
structed 1n accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 1s an end elevation of a portion of the
same. IKig. 3 1s a detall perspective view of
the operating-lever and supporting-clip, de-
tached

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings.

The 1mpr0ved mechanism may be used in
connection with sleighs of various kinds, but
1s particularly deswned for use in connection
with children’s box—slelghs and, by way of
illustration, 1s shown applied to such a sleigh;
in which 5 desﬂgnetes the body portion, 6 the
handle, and 7 the runners connected to the
body pertlen by the ordinary hangers or de-
pending braces 8 and 9.

Arranged beneath the body portion 5 at

Ver 18 depressed the rod 25

1 rollers 10, journaled on a suitable axle 11 and

spaced apert by the parallel arms 12 of a
pivoted truck-frame 13. The truck-frame
13 1s pivotally mounted on a transverse shaft
14, secured to the braces or hangers 8, and

the free ends of the arms of the frame are bent'

at an angle at 15 and provided with an open-
ng 16 at the juncture of said arms, as shown.

Festened as by a bolt 167, to a rod 17, con-
necting the braces 9, 18 & bracket or ehp 18,
hzwmﬂ spaced ears or lugs 19, to which ate
pwotally connected by a . bolt 20 the bifur-

cated arms 21 of an enﬂularly—-dlsposed foot-
operated lever 22,

Pivoted at 23 to the lever 22 is the curved
end 24 of a connecting-rod 25, the opposite
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end of which is bent to form a hoek 26 for en-

gagement with the opening 16 in the truck-
frame 13, so that when the free end of the le-

will exert a longi-
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tudinal pull on said frame, and therebymove -

the wheels to operative p081t1011 beneath the

‘sleigh-runners and permit the easy passage of

the vehicle over those portions of the side-
walk or road from which the snow has been
removed.

Secured to the body portion 5 and likewise
secured to the axle 11 are coiled springs 27,
the function of which is to yieldably Support
the wheelsin elevated or inoperative position

and to prevent undue rattling of the same
when not 1n use.

Attention is called to the fact that when
thefoot-operated lever isdepressed the pivot-
point 23 1s below the pivot 20, thereby lock-
ing the rod 25 and preventing upwerd move-
ment of the traction-wheels.

It will also be noted that when the wheels
are elevated the connecting-rod acts as a stay
to assist in holding the wheels in inoperative
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position, while the coil-springs have a tend-

| ency to exert an upward pull on said wheels

and through the medium of the eonnectmg- -

rod 25 lock the foot- operated lever in inopei-
ative position.

- In operation when it is desired to travel
over a bare spot in the road or sidewalk the
lever 22 1s depressed by exerting a downward
pressure with the foot on said lever, which
depresses the traction-wheels, and thus ele-
vates the sleigh-runners above the ground,
and when the vehicle has traveled over that
portion of sidewalk devoid of snow the run-
ners may be again lowered by moving the
free end of the lever in the opposite dlrectlon

the front of the sleigh are traction-wheels or | as before stated.
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It will of course be understood that the
traction-wheels may be provided with rubber
tires, and that, if desired, the device may be
operated by hand.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 claimed 18—

1. A sleigh having a plurality of traction-
wheels pivotally mounted thereon and mov-
able to operative position beneath the run-
ners, an operating-lever pivoted to the sleigh,
and a rod connecting the free end of the lever
and the traction-wheels, one end of said rod
being movable to a position below the pivot

- of lever to thereby lock the wheels 1n opera-~

tive position.

2. A sleigh having a truck-frame pivotally

mounted thereon, traction-wheels carried by
one end of the frame and movable to opera-

tive position beneath the runners, an operat-

ing-lever pivoted to the sleigh, a rod pivoted
to the lever and engaging an opening in the
opposite end of the truck-frame, and a spring
interposed between the axle of the wheels

“and the sleigh for yieldably supporting said

wheels in inoperative position, one end of said
connecting-rod being movable to a position
below the pivot of the operating-lever to

thereby lock the wheels in operative position. ;

3. A sleigh having a truck-frame pivotally
mounted thereon and consisting of a pair of
spaced arms converging to a common point

832,129

and provided with alined openings, a shaft
journaled in the spaced ends of the arms and
provided with traction-wheels, an angularly-
disposed operating-lever pivoted to thesleigh,
and a rod one end of which engages the alined
openings in the truck-frame arms, the oppo-
site end of said rod being pivoted to the oper-
ating-lever and movable to a position below
the pivot of said lever when the latter is de-
pressed.
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4. The combination with a sleigh-body, of |

the depending braces having the runners se-
cured thereto, rods extending transversely of
the sleigh and secured to said braces, a truck-
frame pivotally mounted on one of said rods
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and carrying a traction-wheel, a clip secured

to the adjacent rod, an operating-lever hav-
ing one end thereof bifurcated and pivoted to
said elip, a rod connecting the free end of the
lever and the truck-frame for moving the
wheel to operative position beneath the run-
ners, and a spring secured to the sleigh-body
for normally supporting said wheel in ele-
vated position. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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my own I have hereto aflixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses.
CHAS. JOHNSON.
Witnesses:
ira H. LEwis,
R. N. SMmiTH.
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