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To all whom 1t THaly CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, WiLriay PEw THOMP-
son, a citizen of the United States, residing
in the city and county of Philadelphia and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Iire-Is-

‘capes, which 1mprovements are fully set

forth in the following specification and tie
accompanying drawings.

My 1mvention relates to that form of fire-
escape in which a flexible line or chaln 1s sus-
pended outside a building down which per-
sons can lower themselves from the upper
story to the ground, and more particularly
relates to that form of suspended fire-escapes
wherein the flexible rope or chain when not
in use is kept coiled on a pin or in a box high
up on the inside wall of an upper room nexr
a window in the building. .

The object of my invention is to furnish a
fire-escape which will at all times be 1N port-
able easily-handled condition ready for in-
stant use, provide a case to contain the same,
licht in weight, impervious to moisture or
change in temperature, and 1n which the
flexible line is so placed that it will pay out or
uncoil as needed, avoiding the possibility of a
tangle or knot before being extended its full
length to the ground.

Tn the accompanying drawings, which
show my invention, Figure 1 represents & sec-
tional view of my invention as kept ready for
use. Fig. 2 represents a view of my inven-
tion as extended in service. Fig. 3 1s a per-
spective view of a modified form of the fire-
escape. _

The same letters refer to the same parts in
the different figures.

Letter A represents part of an outer well
of an upper room of a building in which 1s
firmly fixed a wrought-iron hook B, having a
washer C, which 15 kept a short distance
away from the wall by a shoulder or smaller
collar D on the shank of the hook B, thus
forming a recess close to the wall for receiv-
ing the edge of the mouth of the back plate
or top of the case B, which by its large open-
ing is easily placed on or removed off the
hook. '

F is a flexible line or rope having a loop at
either end and coiled up in successive layers,

preferably from the outside toward the cen-

ter. Near the inner end it is wound in and
out through a metal friction-shde G, con-

structed to slide the same either way, back-

il

vas sling H, on which is a shding band or
safety-ring 1.

The above parts being constructed and as- .

sembled as aforesaid, the loop on the mner
end of the rope is then placed on the hook,

the sling rolled up and with the friction-slide

put into the circular space remaining in the
center of the coil and the case hung up on
the hook, and the invention is ready for in-
stant service. The inner plate or hid or top
of the case E may be fast or may be remov-
able &s a lid, and thus facilitate the cotling of
the rope I in the case E, and sald plate or lid
may be fixed with the hook to the wall and
not come away when the case, with 1ts con-
tents, is removed, and the rope I may be
coiled in successive layers from the bottom
to the top instead of from the outer to the
inner part; but when thus properly stored
and occasion comes for its use the operator

takes down the case, with 1ts contents, (one
looped end of the rope remalmng attached to

the hook,) throws it out of the opened win-.

dow, the rope uncoils as it goes down, and
the operator, slipping the canvas sling over
he head and shoulders under the arms, slides
the safety-band close to the person to pre-
vent falling out, and taking hold of the rope
is ready to descend. Putting a strain on the
rope below the slide increases the friction and
slows up or stops the downward motion.
Releasing the strain or lifting up the rope ac-
celerates the descent.

~ The rope E is provided with a loop &t
either end, so it can after a descent be re-
versed end for end and the friction-slide,with
sling, thus brought to the upper room agaln
ready for use.

I am aware that pendent fire-escapes are
hot new and that slings with safety-bands in
combination with friction-slides or with pul-
ley and brake have been used before, and dis-
tinctly disclaim such &s my invention; but

What I do claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, 1s

1. In a fire-escape the combination with a
flexible line, of a friction-slide carried there-
by, a sling attached to said slide, a case 1n
which said line may be stored when not in
use, and from which the lime may be auto-
matically withdrawn for use, substantially as
set forth.

9. In a fire-escape, the combination of a
fAlexible line a friction-slide carried thereby,
means for attaching one end of the line to a

ward and forward, to which is attached a can- | stationary part within a building and a.case
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&dapted' to contain said line when not in use, ' by said line, 'a.nd a hook attached to a part of 10
and to allow said line to automatically uncoil | the interior of a building for the attachment
upon the dropping of the case while the line | of said line and the support of the case and

1s attached to its support. other parts of the fire-escape.

5 3. A fire-escape comprising a flexible line

having at either end means for attaching the | WILLIAM PEW THOMPSON.
line to a stationary support, a case to contain | - Witnesses: -
sald line when not in use, a removable cover - HEvererr R. JonEs,

for said case, a friction-slide and sling carried | GEORGE D. ROCKEWELL.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

