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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Georce F. DuNN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Brockton, in the county of Plymouth and

State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im- -

provement i Pocket Match-Safes, of which
the following descript.on, in connection with
the accompanying drawings, is aspecification,
like numerals on the drawings representing
like parts.

My mvention is a hand-ejecting pocket
mateh -safe, whereby the operator is not
obliged to open the box to obtain a match,
but simply presses a lever and ejects one
match at a tme. Various devices of this
general character have been heretofore pro-

posed, depending upon more or less compli-
cated mechanism, which, however, has been

usually of such a nature as to get out of order
easlly or be too bulky or complicated or the
like.  Accordingly I have succeeded in de-
vising & mechanism which is at once simple,
compact, and thin or narrow, so that the
match-safe need not be unduly bulky, but is
of such a size that it is convenient for the
vest-pocket and yet holds a reasonable num-
ber of matches.

The further constructional details and ad-
vantages of my mvention will be pointed out
n the course of the following description,
reference being made to the accompanying
drawings, in which I have shown a perfect
embodiment of my invention. .

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical lon-
gitudinal sectional view of a match-safe con-
structed accordmg to my invention, showing
the operating mechanism thereof in side ele-
vation and indicating in dotted lines the nor-
mal position of the matches. Fig. 2 is a left-

hand elevation of the match-safe. Fig. 3 is

a transverse sectional view showing the rear
operating-lever. IFigs. 4 and 5 are enlarged
broken details in elevation,showing the dis-
charge-opening at the end of the cover, and
Fig. 6 1s a view in side elevation of the com-
plete mechanism. ,

The genera' shape and material of the box
! may be of any usual or preferred kind. In
the box 1 I provide a match-holding chamber

2 and a rear compartment 3, containing an
ejecting-slide 4, which is pivoted at 5 to the

box close to the top edge thereof. The lever

6 18 normally held backward by any conven- |

lent means, as by a spring 8, bearing on said
lever at 9 and held against the transverse par-

long arm of the lever 6, pivoted at 7 in the

| tition 10 at its upper end. At its upper end

the lever 6 is provided with a transverse slot
11 for receiving a pin 12 from the long arm of
a lever 13, pivoted at 14 and provided with a
projecting thumb-piece 15, extending out of
an opening 16 in the upper edge of the box.
The slide 4 is guided in any convenient man-

ner, being shown as provided with flanges 17,

engaging opposite grooves or ways provided
in the box 1, and at its forward end moves
through an opening 18 in the lower end of the
wall 10. This slide 4 is slightly smaller in
cross-section than a match and accordingly
will engage one match only at a time. A%
the opposite end of the match-safe 1 I provide
an openng 19, herein shown as provided in
the lower end of the cover 20, which is piv-
oted at 21 and normally held closed by a
spring 22 in usual manner. .
1s provided with a yielding retarding device,
which constitutes a leading feature of my in-
vention. This retarding device consists of a
strip 23 of thin highly-resilient rubber secured
to the mmner side of the cover 20 and depend-
g freely in front of the opening 19. This
yielding retarding device or barrier may be
in the form either of a single piece, as shown
at 24, Fig. 4, slightly narrower than the open-
ng 19, or it may be wider than the opening
and contain a central slit 25, as shown in
Kig. 5. | -

In operation the user, holding the match-
safe 1n the palm of the hand with the thumb
resting along the upper‘edge, depresses the
thumb-piece of the lever 13, thereby quickly
swinging the lever 6. This instantly serves
to eject a match. The match readily pushes
the curtain or barrier 24 or 25 aside under
the pushing influence of the slide 4, and yet
the said barrier serves to prevent any acci-
dental escape of the matches. Ifit is desired
to throw a match entirely out or to throw it
out for the greater portion of its length, the
movement of the thumb-piece 15 is quick and
sucdden, whereas if it is desired to eject a
match only a short distance the thumb-
plece 18 moved correspondingly slowly. The
lever 6 and slide 4 are automatically restored
by the spring 8 to their original position im-
mediately upon removal of pressure from
thumb-piece 15.

I am aware that various arrangements of
levers and pushers have been devised for ac-
complishing the ejection of matches, and
therefore I do not claim the same broadly,

my mvention residing in so arranging the le-

1. .
The opening 19
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vers that they occupy the same plane as the
single row of matches and accomplish a
strong positive ejecting movement of con-

siderable amplitude by the very slight de- |

pression of the thumb-piece and a barrier ca-

pable of yielding without injury to itself or to

the matches and automatically restoring
itself when the match has been removed.
The rubber or analogous substance which
constitutes the barrier or curtain will permit
practically endless use without material de-
terioration, and I have found in practice that

by interposing this highly-flexible barrier all

liability of the wedging of the matches in the
opening 19 is prevented and their accidental
escape 1s also prevented, and yet their me-
chanical ejection is not impeded.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, 1s—

1. A pocket match-safe, having two com-
partments, separated by .a wall, the forward
compartment for containing matches, being
provided at its lower front end with a dis-

charge-opening and the rear compartment

containing an actuating-lever extending the
entire length of said chamber and pivoted to
the match-safe at its extreme upper end, a

slide guided through said wall in alinement

with the discharge-opening for ejecting one

match at a time and pivoted at its rear end to

the lower end of said operating-lever, an op-

erating-lever pivoted adjacent its forward

end in the upper edge of the match-safe and
loosely connected to the upper end of said ac-
tuating-lever for operating the latter, and an
opening in the forward upper edge of said
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match-safe, said operating-lever having a

thumb-piece at its extreme forward end pro-

jecting through said opening for operating
the aforesaid mechanism. | S

2. A pocket match-safe, having two com-
partments, separated by a wall, the forward
compartment being substantially the same 1n

length and depth as the length and thickness

of a match for containing a single layer of
matches, a discharge-opening at the lower

ent barrier of thin tough, yielding material,
a slide guided through said wall, in alinement
with said opening, for ejecting one match at
a time, an actuating-lever, pivoted at 1ts
lower end to the rear end of said slide, within
the rear chamber, and extending the entire

length of said chamber, said lever being piv-
oted to the match-safe at 1ts extreme upper

end, an operating-lever, pivoted adjacent its

forward end, in the upper edge of the match-

safe, a slot-and-pin connection between the
rear end of said operating-lever and the up-

per end of said actuating-lever, close to the

fixed pivot of the latter, and an opening in
the forward upper edge of said match-safe,
said operating-lever having a thumb-piece
at dits extreme forward end projecting
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front end of the safe, provided with a resili- -
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through said opening for operating the atore-

sald mechanism. - .

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

GEORGE F. DUNN.

Witnesses: |
Gro. H. MAXWELL,
Witriam J. PIKE.
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