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* the action of the joints of the foot.
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‘retaining means within the
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lo all 'z,vhonfz;‘iz%_:rna,y ICO?’M-BEET{?’Z/.“' |
Be it known that I, MarTIiN V. B. Evessox,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Sa- |

bine, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Texas, have invented a new and useful Shoe ;
of which the following is a specification.
Lhis invention relates to shoes: and its ob-
ject is to provide means whereby the lacing

and unlacing of a shoe are facilitated and the
prevented from wrinkling above the

shoe 1s
instep. - _ R

Another object is to provide rigid shape-
. _ shoe which do
not interfere with the action of the joints of
thefoot and which prevent the shoe stretch-
proper shape. S

A still further object is to provide a shape-
retainer of this character which does not de-
tract from the appearance of the shoe and
which permits the use of a very short lace.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of a shoe having the
usualfront opening, within the edges of which

~are concealed non-flexible strips so disposed

as to hold said edges against wrinkling and re-
tain the instep portion of the shoe in proper
shape, these reinforcing or shape-retaining
strips being located so as not to interfere with

A lacing
1s adapted to be inserted within the shoe at

- opposite sides of the opening and between

35

- tions of parts, which will be hereinafter more

40

the shape-retainers, and by tightening this

lacing the entire front portion of the shoe can |
be quickly closed and will Temain in proper.

shape. S .

The invention also consists of certain other
novel features of construction and combina-
fully described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings is shown
the preferred form of the invention. '

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a shoe having these improvements
thereon. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section
along one side of the shoe-opening, and Hig. 3

- 1sa transverse section through the shape-re-

35

taining means.
Referring to the

gures by nUmera,ls_bf ref-

erence, 1 1s a shoe having the usual front

opening 2, extending from the ankle portion

to a point 3, which is directly at the instep of

thefoot. Interposedbetween the thicknesses
of the shoe and along the edges of the open-

formed of metal and which extend from the

ing  are non-flexible strips 4, preferably

| point 3 upward to pomnts about midway of
‘the opening. Additional non-flexible strips

5 -are imnterposed between the thicknesses of

the shoe along the upper portion of the edges
of the opening, and eyelets 6 or other forms
of lace-engaging devices are arranged on the

60

shoe between the strips 4 and 5 for engage-

ment by a lacing 7. The lower evelets are
disposed close to the upper ends of the strips
4, while the upper eyelets are preferably dis-

| posed to the side of the lower portions 5, as

shown clearly in the drawings.  The strips 4
and 5 can be perfectly straicht or can be

shaped to conform with the contour of the
foot. ' '

In using a shoe such as herein described
‘the lacing 7 is inserted through the lower eye-

lets 6, which, as before stated, are located ad-
jacent the upper ends of the strips 4, and said
lacing is then inserted through the remaining
eyelets in the usual manner, and its upper
portions of course overlap the lower ends of

70
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the strips 5, because some of the eyelets are

arranged above said ends. When the lacing
18 pulled taut, the lower strips 4 will of course
be brought together, so as to completely close

ing therewith. When the upper portion of
the lacing has been fastened, 1t will pull to-
gether the upper strips 4 and insure a snug
fit of the upper portion of the shoe around

‘the ankle portion of the foot.

By arranging the parts as herein shown the
shoe, besides being prevented from wrinkling
along the front opening, is held snugly upon
the foot, although a very short lacing is pro-

vided and that is located between the ends of

the opening. Considerable 1mportance is at-
tached to the fact that the strips 4 and 5 are
non-flexible, because by the employment of
strips of this character the shape of the shoe
1s positively maintained. Attention is also
attracted to the fact that the strips do not
extend throughout the length of the opening,

wise interfered with thereby.
What is claimed 15—
1. The combination with a shoe having an

opening therein; of non-flexible shape-retain-

Ing strips secured along the edges of the open-

| ing and spaced apart at their ends, and means

30

‘the lower portion of the front opening, and
| the mtermediate or unreinforced portions of

| the edges of the front opening will be drawn
‘together by the direct engagement of the lac-

QO

‘95

100

out are spaced apart, so that the natural ac-
tion of the joints of the foot will not be in any
I0§

I1IQ
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“interposed between
“holding the edges of the opening together and
binding the edges of the opening throughout |

2

interposed between the ends and overlapping
some of the strips for drawing the edges to-
gether. , .

9. The combination with a shoe having an
opening therein; of non-flexible shape-retain-
ing strips secured along the edges of the open-

ing and spaced apart at their ends, and means
the ends of the strips for

their lengths upon the foot.
3. The combination with a shoe having an
opening therein extending from the ankle to

the instep thereof;

830,655

of non-flexible shape-re-
taining strips inclosed within the edges of the
opening and spaced apart at their ends, and
means interposed between the ends of the

strips for holding the edges ot the opening to-

oether. - _
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses, -
| MARTIN V. B. EVESSON.
Witnesses: - -
JaMES KEEFE,
SAM WEIMSTEIN.
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