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To all whom tt maiy concern:

Be 1t known that I, MicHAEL MEISs, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at St. Paul,
in the county of Ramsey and State of Minne-
sota, have invented a new and useful Match-

Box, of which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to portable or pocket

- match-boxes of the telescopic V&riej;y such as
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are commonly employed for containing par-
lor or safety matches.

In using telescopic match-boxes it is well
known that difficalty is frequently experi-
enced in removing matches, especially when
the box 1s quite full, this difficulty being due

‘to the fact that it is necessary to withdraw

- the inner box member a considerable dis-
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tance from the outer box member in order to
erasp a match with the fingers and withdraw
1t from the box. Furthermore, it is well
known that by reason of the extensive im-

provements which have been introduced

from time to time in the art of manufacturing
and assembling matches in boxes the retail
cost of matches has been reduced to such a
low figure that the utmost economy muast be
practiced in the manufacture of ordinary
match-boxes.

The object of this invention is to provide a
portable match-box which while it is practi-
cally as simple and inexpensive in construc-
tion as the ordinary telescopic box is yet ca-
pable of permitting a matech to be easily and
quickly withdrawn, even when the box is full,
without the necessity of removing the inner

box member a considerable distance out of

the outer box member.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, which will appear as the description
proceeds, the invention resides in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts and in the

details of construction hereinafter described

and claimed, it being understood that changes
1n the precise embodiment of invention here-
in disclosed can be made within the scope of
the following claims without departing from
the spirit of the invention or sacrificing any
ol 1ts ad vantages.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a match-box embodying the

' Kig. 2 1s a vertical sectional view

Imvention.
of the same. |

Like reference -numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in both figures of the draw-
INgs. *

| comprises an outer box member 1, which is of
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uniform size throughout its length and is

formed with open ends and closed side, front,

and rear walls, the front wall being formed in

its lower edge with an approximately semi-

circular notch 3, as shown clearly in the

drawings. Telescopically arranged within
the outer box member 1 1 the usual manner
1s an mmner box member 2, having closed up-

per and lower end walls and an open front.
The parts thus far described are the same as
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in_an. ordinary and well-known telescopic -

safety-match box. In carrying out the pres--
ent invention the lower end wall 4 of the in-
ner box member 2 is inclined downwardly
from 1ts rear to its forward edge, as shown-

clearly in Fig. 2 of the drawings, the lower

edge of said downwardly-inclined lower end

wall 4 being formed with an approximately
semicircular finger-notch 5.
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The 1inclined
lower end wall 4 is located within the lower

end of the outer member 1, as shown, and the
side walls of the inner member 2 of course are

inclined or cut away at their lower ends, so as
to recetve the end wall 4.  As will be appar-

ent from Fig. 2, the inclined lower end wall 4
of the iInner member 2 and the front wall of-

Proxi-

the outer member 1 serve to form an ap
mately V-shaped hopper at the lower end of
the match-box, the lower pointed end of
said V-shaped hopper having a narrow
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match - discharge slot with which finger-

notches 3 and 5 are in communication and
through which a match can be readily with-
drawn, it being understood that boxes of this
character are usually made of thin material
which, if necessary, will give or bend, so as to

- permit one match at a time to be withdrawn.

If 1t 1s desired to withdraw more than one
match at a time, i1t will be understood that
the discharge-slot formed between the lower
edge of the iront wall of the outer member
and the lower edge of the inclined end wall 4

1s adapted to be slightly widened by simply.

moving the mner member 2 downward with-
in the outer member 1. '
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If 1t 1s desired to use the portab]é, match- .

box herein described as a wall match-safe,

the rear walls of the members 1 and 2 are

formed adjacent their upper ends with perfo-

rations 6 and 7, adapted to be fitted over a
nall or other projection 8, connected with a

support 9. _ -
For conveinence in striking matches the
box 1s provided on its front face with il

The improved match-box of this invention | roughened surface 10.
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FFrom the foregoing description it will be
apparent that the improvements of this in-
vention can be used in connection with the

ordinary safety or parlor match box without
s appreciably increasing the cost of manufac-
ture. |
What is claimed 1s— -
1. A match-box comprising an outer box
member having open ends and closed side,
1o front and rear ,Waﬁ)s, the front wall having a
~ finger-notch in its lower edge, and an mner
box member having closed upper and lower
end walls and an open front, the lower end
wall of said inner box member being inclined
1z downwardly from its rear to its forward edge
and having a finger-notch in its lower edge,
the inclined lower end wall of the inner mem-
ber and the front wall of the outer member
serving to form an approximately V-shaped
20 hopper having at its lower pointed end a
match-discharge slot. .
2. A match-box comprising an outer box
member of uniform size throughout itslength,
~ said outer box member having open ends and
2< closed side, front and rear walls, the front
wall having a finger-notch in its lower edge,
and an inner box member having closed up-
per and lower end walls and an open front,
the lower end wall of said inner box member

30 being located within the lower end of the

outer member and inclined downwardly from
its rear to its forward edge and having a fin-
oer-notch therein, the inclined lower end wall
of the inner member and the front wall of the
outer member serving to form an approxi-
mately V-shaped hopper having at its lower
pointed end a narrow match-discharge slot
which is adapted to be widened by moving the
inner box member downward with respect to
the outer box member. _'

3. A match-box comprising an outer box
member having a finger-notch in the lower

edge of its front wall, and an inner box mem-
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ber having its bottom inclined downwardly -

from its rear to its front edge and having a
finger-notch in its front edge, the front wall of
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the outer member and the inclined bottom of

the inner member forming an approximately
V-shaped hopper having a match-discharge
slot, at its pointed end adapted to be widened
by moving the inner member downward m
the outer member.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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my own I have hereto aflixed my signature n -

the presence of two witnesses.
MICHAEL MEIS.

Witnesses:
- Joax R. WILBOR,
Erma L. WiLLcoX.
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