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To all whom it may conceri:

Beit known that I, Jouny WiLLiaM WEBB, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Colum-

bus, in the county of Lowndes and State of |
Mississippi, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Hat- Ventilators;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,

- reference being had to the accompanying
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drawings, and to the figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to the ventilation of

hats of various kinds: and it has for its ob-

ject to provide a ventilator made of a differ-
ent material from the body of the hat and of

sufficient stiffness or rigidity to support the

crown of the hat and preserve the shape of
the hat between the crown and the hat-rim
and to resist any tendency or liability to the
hat being crushed between the crown and
rim, the material constituting the ventilator
being formed with elongated vertically-ex-
tending openings for the passage of air mnto
and from the Interior of the crown at the
point where the hat-band is ordinarily ap-
plied. If the ventilating - opening were
formed in the material constituting the body
of the hat, the body would be so weakened and
the crown have such a frail support that there
would be liability of the crown being crushed

and the shape at the brim destroyed, and it a

wire-netting were employed to unite the
crown and the brim there would be liability

of crushing the crown next to the brim, and

the wire not possessing the quality of resili-
ency or elasticity the shape of -the hat next
to the brim would be more or less destroyed
and the size or dimension also be seriously
affected. By employing a material, however,
having sufficient rigidity to impart the neces-
sary strength to resist abnormal strains and
also possessing more or less resiliency or elas-
ticity to resume or maintain the normal shape
the objectionable features specified are over-
come.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing
objectsthe invention consists inahat havinga
ventilator possessing the characteristics here-
inafter particularly described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Kigure 1 1s
a perspective of a Derby hat having my venti-

lator applied thereto and partly in section to

illustrate the preferred manner of connecting |

il

the ventilator to the crown and the brim of
the hat. Fig. 2 1s a perspective of one form
of the ventilator, and IFig. 3 1s a perspective
of a portion of another form of the venti-
lator. |

In the drawings, the numeral 1 designates

the crown of the hat, 2 the brim, and 3 the

ventilator connecting the ecrown and the brim.
The.ventilator 3 is preferably formed of hard
rubber and comprises a number of vertically-
extending ribs 4, spaced apart to form inter-
vening elongated slots or openings 5, the ribs
being connected together at their upper or
their lower ends, or both, so as to maintain
their proper relation one to the other. In
the form illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 the ven-
tilator is formed at its lower end with a slot
or recess 6 to receive the inner edge of the
hat-brim 2, said groove or recess preferably
extending in a horizontal plane and having
the hat-brim held therein by suitable cement
or otherwise. The upper edge of the venti-
lator is formed with a groove or recess 7,
opening upwardly, so as to receive the edge
of the hat-crown, which will fit therein. It

1s preferred to have a lip 8 to extend above

the groove on one side, preferably on the in-
side, so as to form an extended bearing for

‘the hat-crown next to the ventilator, thus

affording additional strength and stiffness at

‘the junction between the ventilator and the
The surface of this lip next to the

CIOWIL,

crown may be more or less roughened, so
that the cement or glue which may be em-
ployed for binding the crown to the ventilator
will more tenaciously adhere to the ventila-
tor. The material of which the ventilator 1s
formed may be colored to correspond with
the color of the hat, and the surface of the
ventilator may be given a polished or a dull
effect, according to the surface effect pos-
sessed by the hat. By forming the ribs of
the ventilator quite close together the neces-
sity of a hat-band may be dispensed with;
but, if desired, a hat-band may be employed
to cover the ventilator; but as the same
involves no invention it is not illustrated.
By forming the ventilator of hard rubber or
equivalent material possessing the charac-
teristics mentioned of stiffness and elasticity
and capable of having a smooth surface im-
parted to it a sweat-band may be dispensed
with; but, if preferred, a sweat-band may be
employed, as usual, and as 1t forms no part
of the invention it is not illustrated.

Instead of forming the ventilator of hard
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ploy a hat-band applied to cover the outside

2

rubber 1t may be formed of celluloid or some
of its equivalent compounds, as such com-
pound will possess a sufficient degree of stiff-
ness and elasticity and smoothness of surface
to serve the purposes stated. Such a modi-
fied form of the invention is illustrated in
Fig. 3 of the drawings, wherein is shown a
strip of celluloid formed with wvertical ribs 9,
with intervening elongated slots or openings
10. In this form the grooves described as
made m the upper and lower edges of the
ventilator in the form illustrated in Figs. 1

“and 2 of the drawings may be omitted, and

the upper and lower edges of the ventilator
1n 1ts modified form may lap over the crown
and the brim of the hat, as illustrated, and
be secured thereto by suitable cement or
otherwise. In thisform it is preferred to em-

of the ventilator and also to provide a sweat-
band, the hat-band and sweat-band being

~designated by the numerals 11 and 12, re-
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-spectively. -

A hat provided with a ventilator such as
deseribed affords much comfort to the
wearer, because of the thorough ventilation
provided, and at the same time it possesses

- practically the same strength and durability

as a hat in which the crown is joined directly
to the brim. Furthermore, the hat will con-
form with ease to the shape of the head and

1s not liable to get out of shape, nor will it be

35

made unduly conspicuous by reason of hav-
ing the ventilator applied thereto. These
are some ol the advantages resulting from
the invention. The ventilator may be ap-
phied to different kinds of hats, a Derby hat

upright ribs with intervening slots or open-

829,818

being selected merely for the purposes of illus-
tration.

Having described my invention and set 4o

‘forth 1ts merits, what I claim 1s—

1. A hat provided with a ventilator inter-
posed between and connected to the crown
and brim of the hat and constituting a sup-

port for the crown, said ventilator comprising 45

mgs and possessing the characteristics of
stifiness and elasticity, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. A hat provided with a ventilator inter-
posed between the crown and the brim of the
hat, said ventilator comprising upright ribs
with Intervening slots or openings and pro-
vided at 1ts lower edge with a groove to re-
celve the hat-brim and at its upper edge with 55
a groove to receive the hat-crown, substan-
tially as described.

3. A hat provided with a ventilator inter-
posed between the crown and the brim of the
hat, said ventilator comprising a stiff body 6o
having ventilating-openings and formed at.
1ts lower edge with a groove to receive the
hat-brim and at 1ts upper edge with a groove
to receive the hat-crown, and provided with
a lip extending above the groove at its upper 65
edge to constitute an extended bearing for
the hat-crown, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
1IN presence of two witnesses. -

JOIIN WILLIAM WEBB.
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Witnesses: |
J. B. Hobexin, Jr.,
B. A. AsHLEY.
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