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No. 820,698.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Aug. 28, 1906.

- Application filed July 18, 1905, Serial No. 270,192.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, EDwarD M. COLFORD
and GEORrRGE H. THOMAS, citizens of the United

States, and residents of Washington, in the

District of Columbia, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Oyster-Openers,
of which the following is a specification.

In shucking oysters it has been the com-
mon practice after removing the upper shell
to cut with the ordinary oyster-knife the
muscle or so-called ‘‘heart” from its adhe-
sion to the lower shell, and then the oyster is
held between the thumb of the shucker and
the knife-blade and thrown or dropped into a
receptacle. In handling oysters in the shell
the hands of the shucker necessarily become
dirty, and when the thumb. is placed on the
oyster this dirt and also fragments of shell
adhere to the oyster, and there may be other
contaminations. Moreover, when oysters
are so opened 1n the presence of a customer
this lack of cleanliness is repulsive. '

By the use of the instrument hereinafter
described the oyster is removed from the
shells without coming in -contact with any
part of the person of the operator, and as the
instrument is made of metal dirt and germs
are not so adherent and it is readily kept
clean. | | o

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a longitudinal section, partly in elevation, of
one form of the invention. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
section of a modification. Fig. 4 1s a plan
view of the modification shown in Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 1s a detail side elevation. _

Referring first to the construction shown

in Figs. 1 and 2, A represents the handle, and-
B the blade of an oyster-knife of a form espe--

cially intended for use in shucking oysters
cooked in the shell, such as roasted or
steamed oysters. o -

C 1s a rocking thumb-piece pivoted on a

- pin ¢, the axis of the rocking thumb-piece be-

ing 1 the same plane or in a plane parallel to
the plane of the blade. The thumb-piece C
has a forwardly-extending arm ¢/ of a blade-
like form and which has a broad flat under
surface (* at the end formed at a slight angle,
which will adapt it to clamp the oyster
against the knife-blade without cutting or
otherwise mutilating it. As shown best in
dotted lines in Fig. 1, the arm extends to the

extremity of the L{Iﬁfe; but obviously it
might be shorter without interfering with its
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operation. As shown in these figures, the

 handle A is in the form of a cylinder and has

within it a contractible coiled S{)ring ¢, con-
nected at one end to a pin ¢ and at the other
end to the thumb-piece C at 3. As shown,

6o

the thumb-piece is also provided with an up-

wardly-extending projection ¢*, against which
may be pressed the thumb of the operator to
force the arm ¢/ down to clamp the oyster
against the knife-blade. _

It will be seen, therefore, from the above
description that in accordance with our in-
vention we have provided an oyster-knife
with a device extending in the direction of
the blade having a broad flat under surface
adapted when pressed down by the user to
clamp an oyster against the blade to remove

b |

1t from the shell and which when released will

‘be retracted by the spring, so as to let the

oyster fall into the plate or other receptacle:
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As above stated, the knife shown in Kigs. 1

and 2 by reason of the shape of the blade is
especially 1intended for wuse in shucking
cooked oysters; but _
shucking raw oysters, or, if desired, the blade
and forwardly-extending portion of the
thumb-piece may be narrowed similarly to
what 1s shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the construc-
tion and arrangement of the other parts re-
maixz{ing the same as that shown in said Figs.
1 and 2.

In Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings 15 shown

1t may be also used for
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an oyster-knife of the form ordinarily em-

ployed in shucking raw oysters. In this
form the knife is provided with a solid some-
what egg-shaped handle A’, which may be
and usually will be of wood, and the blade B’
13, as shown, narrower than that shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, and the forwardly-extending

arm C* of the thumb-piece C1°is also nar.

rower to correspond to the width of the blade.
This forwardly - extending arm is also pro-
vided at its forward end with a broad flat
under surface C**, arranged at a slight angle
to the remaining portion of the arm, so as to
be more nearly parallel with the blade when
closed, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3.

In order to adapt the thumb-piece to be at-
tached to a knife of the form shown in Kigs.
3 and 4, 1t 1s provided with ears ¢'’, having

| apertures and a collar ¢?, adapted to be se-
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cured to the handle, to which the ears are
pivoted by means of pins or studs ¢'*, within
the apertures. As shown in the drawings,
the collar ¢!* is provided with apertured ears
¢t by which it may be clamped to the reduced
cylindrical end of the handle by a screw or
bolt ¢®. In this form of the thumb-piece
there is also provided an upwardly-extend-
ing projection C*, against which the thumb
of ‘the user can press for forcing the thumb-
piece downwardly into position to hold the
oyster, and an expanding-spring ¢'® is mter-
posed between the collar and the thumb-

piece for throwing 1t upwardly.

The form of thumb-piece, and especially
the means for securing it to the knife, (shown
in Figs. 3 and 4,) adapt it for application to

knives now on the market, and to suit han-

dles of different shapes the shape of the collar
¢*? may be modified to correspond.

What we claim 15— o

1. A thumb-piece for an oyster-knite hav-

ing means adapted to secure it to the knife

and comprising an arm having at one end a

broad flat under surface, and means for piv-

otally connecting said arm to the securing
means located at its opposite end, the axis of

the pivot being transverse to the length of

the arm. | .
2. A thumb-piece for an oyster-knife com-
Erising an arm having at one end a collar and
aving at its opposite end a broad flat under

‘surface, said collar being adapted for attach-

ment to the knife, and means for pivotally
securing said arm to the collar, the axis of the
pivot being transverse to the length of the

ar1n. |

3. An oyster-knife having a handle and
blade in combination with an arm pivotally
supported thereon to swing in a plane verti-

cal to the flat surface of the blade, and hav- |
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'ing a broad flat under Surface at the end op-

posite the pivot. |

4. An oyster-knife having a handle and
blade in combination with a thumb-piece
pivoted thereto and comprising an arm ex-
tending in the direction of the blade and hav-
ing a broad flat under surface at its outer ex-

“tremity, and an upwardly-extending projec-

t1on. -

5. An oyster-knife having a handle and
blade in combination with a thumb-piece
pivoted thereto and comprising an arm ex-
tending in the direction of the blade and hav-
ing a broad flat under surface at its outer ex-
tremity and an upwardly-extending projec-
tion, and a spring adapted to hold the arm out
of operative position. - |
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6. A thumb-piece for an oyster—knife com-

prising an arm having at one end a yoke
and at its opposite end a broad flat under
surface, a collar adapted for attachment to

‘the knife, said yoke being pivoted to the col-

lar, and a projection secured to the upper
face of the arm and adapted for pressure
thereagainst to swing said yoke on its pivot
and therewith the arm, the axis of the pivot
being transverse to the length of the arm.

7. An oyster-opener comprising a handle
and a blade, and an arm pivotally supported
on the handle and arranged for movement 1n
a vertical plane with respect to the face of
the blade, said arm extending in the direc-
tion of the blade and having a broad flat un-
der surface at its outer extremity.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.

EDWD. M. COLFORD.
| GEORGE H. THOMAS.
Witnesses:
Evmiuy K. Brck,
Eraer, M. CoLFORD.
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