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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, Horacr PinkmaMm, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ber-
wick, in the county of York and State of

Mamme, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Sleds, of which the following
1s a spectfication. _

My mmvention pertains to sleds, and con-
templates the provision of a coasting-sled
having bars through the medium of which
the sled may be conveniently retarded and
steered by a person sitting upright thereon,
the said bars being arranged when released
to gravitate to their normal positions and

bemg so constructed as to offer but a mini-
mum amount of projection at the sides of the
sled, this with a view of adapting the sled to

be used for purposes other than coasting
when desired.

With the foregoing in mind the invention
will be fully understood from the following
description and claim when the same are
taken m connection with the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
In which— '

Figure 1 1s a plan view of the sled consti-
tuting the present embodiment of my inven-
tion. Iig. 2 1s a side elevation of the sled
with one of the braking and steering bars
shown by tull lines 1n 1ts normal position and
by dotted lines in 1ts working position. Ifig.
3 18 a perspective view of one of the steering

~and braking bars removed. Fig. 4 is a de-

- tail transverse section taken in the plane in-

35

55

dicated by the line 4 4 of Kig. 2 looking in the
direction of the arrow.

Similar letters designate corresponding
parts in all of the views of the drawings, re-
ferring to which— _

A A are the side bars of a sled which are
connected together through the medium of
transverse bars a or other suitable means and
are designed to carry a flat or other approved
body b, and B B are my novel steering and
braking bars. The bars B are identical in
construction, and therefore a detailed de-
scription of the bar B (shown in Figs. 2 to 4)
will suffice to 1mpart a definite understand-
ing of both. The said bar B, Figs. 2 to 4, is
formed 1 one piece of iron or other material
compatible with the purpose of the invention
and comprises a straight flat portion ¢ of the
proportional length 1llustrated and a straight
and flat lug d, disposed at right angles to the
forward arm 7, presently described, of the

skilled labor.

| from the upper edge of the said arm f at the

forward end thereof. - '
The two bars B are arranged longitudinally

at the outer sides of the side bars A with

their upper edges or rather the upper edges
of their portions ¢ flush with the upper edges
of the side bars A and their lugs d bearing on
the said upper edges of the bars A, as shown

in Fig. 1 and by full lines in Fig. 2, and they

are pivotally connected to the side bars A,
preterably through the medium of trans-
verse bolts e, as shown. I desire it dis-

show a bolt e for each bar B the two bars
may, if deemed expedient, be connected to
the side bars A of the sled through the me-
dium of a single bolt extending throughout
the width of the sled.

By reference to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, it will be
observed that the pivots of the bars B are ar-
ranged nearer the rear ends than the forward
ends thereof, and consequently the bars have
the comparatively long and heavy forward
arms f. In virtue of this it will be apparent
that when the bars are used in the position
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2 and are re-
leased they will immediately gravitate to and
remaln of themselves i the position shown
in Kig. 1 and by full lines in Fig. 2. In this
latter or 1dle position the bars B obviously
rest close to the outer sides and on the upper

tinctly understood, -however, that while I
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edges of the side bars A and offer so little

projection as not to interfere with the sled
bemg used 1n the ordinary manner for a pur-
pose other than coastmg. It will also be ap-
parent that a person sitting upright on the
sled 1s enabled to conveniently grasp the for-
ward arms f of the bars and swing the bars to
the position shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2
and 1s also enabled with the bars in the latter
position to conveniently retard the progress
of the sled to a greater or less extent and at
the same time steer the sled in one direction
or the other.

In addition to the practical advantages
hereinbefore ascribed to my improved steer-
mg and braking bars, it will be noticed that

‘the said bars are adapted to be attached to

sleds such as at present in use without en-

tailing change in the construction of the sleds
and without resort to the employment of

steering and braking bars are very simple
and 1nexpensive and are well adapted to
withstand the rough usage to which such de-

portion ¢ and extending laterally inward | vices are ordinarily subjected.
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It will also be noticed that the -
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Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
15—

A sled having side bars and also having

5 vertically-swinging steering and braking bars
arranged at the outer side of the side bars
and respectively comprising a straight and
flat portion ¢, disposed close against the ad-
jacent side bar and normally resting with
its upper edge
side bar and pivotally connected to said side
bar at a point nearer its forward end, where-
by its forward arm f is longer and heavier

10

Tush with that of the adjacent |
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‘than its rear arm, and a flat lug arranged at a,

richt angle to and extending laterally inward 15
from the upper edge of the forward arm f
and adapted to rest flat upon the upper edge

of the adjacent side bar.
In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- zo
nesses.

HORACE PINKHAM.

Witnesses:
W, S. MATHEWS,
- Ravea W. Goss.
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