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To il whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Paur P. Luckr and
Frank P. WERNLI, citizens of the United
States, residing at Le Mars, in the county of
Plymouth and State of Towa, have invented
a new and useful Lock, of which the follow-

Ing is a specification.

This invention relates to locks, and is de-
signed to provide a new and useful bag-lock
which has been particularly arranged for use
m connection with mail-bags to enable the
permanent carrying of the lock by the bag in
such a position as not to interfere with the
hlling of the bag and to enable the conven-
1ent closing and locking of the bagin a simple
and eflective manner. |

With this and other objects in view the
present ivention consists in the combina-
tion and arrangement of parts as will be here-
inatter more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying  drawings, and particularly
pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1S a perspective view of the neck portion of a
bag closed and locked by the lock of the pres-
ent invention. Fig. 2 1s a detail view of the
locking means removed from the bag. Fig. 3
1S a cross-sectional view taken throuch the
mouth of the bag and the lock in the %ocked
condition thereof. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view illustrating a step in the manipulation
of the device to close and lock the bag.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in each and every figure of
the drawings. '

As exhibited most clearly in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, it will be seen that the present de-
vice comprises a strap 1 of suitable length

which is provided at one end with a metallic

40 link 2, having an intermediate cross-bar 3,
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through the periphery of the case.

which carries an antifriction-roller 4, the
cross-bar being preferably nearer the outer
end of the link than the inner end thereof.
A lock 5 in the nature of a eylindrical case is
hinged or loosely connected to the outer end
of the link, as indicated at 6, and provided
with diametrically opposite bolts 7, working

mediate of the ends of the strap there is a
circular keeper 8 in the nature of a socket
having an internal annular flange 9 and is

provided with an attaching-plate 10, which

1s permanently secured to the strap by means
of a rivet 11 and another rivet 112, passing

- centrally through the socket.

Inter-

thus described is secured externally to the
neck of a bag, a

g, a portion of the bag being
shown at 12, there being a plate 13 applied to
the inner side of the bag, so as to receive the
rivets 11, and thereby prevent tearing of the
bag at this point.

When the bag is filled, the neck portion
thereof is gathered together and the lock end
of the strap passed around the neck of the
bag and the opposite free end of the strap
passed through the link 2 back of the inter-
mediate cross-bar 3, whereupon the lock end
of the strap may be drawn tightly around the
gathered neck portion of the bag by pulling
upon the free end portion of the strap in the
manner illustrated in Fig. 4 of the drawings,
the thumb of the hand then being pressed
against the lock so as to force the same into
the keeper and snap the bolts 7 back of the
flange 9, as indicated in Fig. 3 of the draw-

| mmgs.  The lock-case is of course provided

with a keyhole 14 to receive a suitable key
for releasing the bolts 7 from the internal
flange 8 of the keeper whenever it is desired
to open the bag. -

Krom the foregoing description it will be
understood that the fastening means of the
present 1nvention is entirely complete in
itsell and is capable of being conveniently
secured to a bag without altering the latter.
Moreover, when the device is in place it is

The device
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permanently connected to the bag and is -

therefore always in readiness for use.

It will here be explained that the free end
portion of the strap is not locked to the oP-
posite end of the strap when the device is fas-
tened, but merely serves as a handhold to
ald 1 snugly drawing that portion of the
strap between the keeper and the lock around
the gathered neck of the bag and to hold the
lock end of the strap in this position when en-
gaging the lock with the keeper. '

The provision of the cross-bar 3 in the link

2 has a very important advantage in that it

15 designed to pass the free end of the strap
through the link back of the cross-bar, so
that when the free end of the strap is pulled
the pressure will come upon the cross-bar 3
and not upon the hinged connection which is
between the lock and the link, wherefore the
drawing of the strap around the neck of the
bag does not bind the hinged connection of

 the lock, and the latter may be readily swung
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by the thumb of the operator into engage-
ment with the lock in a very simple and expe-
ditious manner.

Having fully described the invention, what
c. is claimed 15— o

A bag-lock including a strap, a link loosely
carried by one end of the strap and provided
with an intermediate cross-bar disposed
transversely of the strap, a lock loosely car-

1o ried by the outer end of the link independ-

ently of the cross-bar, the other end of the
~ strap being adapted to pass through the link
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in the rear of the cross-bar, and a socket car-
ried by the strap between its ends with 1ts
outer side open for engagement by the lock.

* In testimony that we claim the foregoing
as our own we have hereto affixed our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.

PAUL P. LUCKE.
FRANK P. WERNLL.

Witnesses: |
R. B. DavTON,
J. A. HOFFMANN.
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