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" Wo. 829,608.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Aug. 28,1906.

Appliantinn. filed November 20,1903. Serial No. 181,906,

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Warrer J. PraTT, A
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have
imvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments m Game-Counters, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. -

The present invention relates to game
counters, and has for 1ts more prominent ob-
ject a simple and convenient construction

whereby the tally of a definite number of

pomts can be readily indicated on one regis-
ter and a total tally automatically indicated
by a second register properly geared and ac-
tuated from that first mentioned. o

Provision 1s made whereby the arrange-
ment of primary and total registers is dupli-
cated to provide registering means for oppos-
ing players or sides, the duplication being

compactly presented in a single device and in

a manner conducing to the convenient manip-
ulation of the respective primary registers
when the counter occupies a position on the
table, and particularly when adjacent to one
of the corners thereof.

A novel covered receptacle for the accom-
modation of a pack of playing-cards is com-
bined with the device, while capacity for
conditioning the register-dials to specially
adapt them for different styles of games 1s
also a feature. '

The structural feature of the body of the
counter and the relation of parts comprising
sald body with respect to the register-gearing
represent improvements in this line of de-
vices. o '

There are other novel features connected
with the counter, which, in addition to those
alluded to, are clearly set forth in the subse-
quent detailed description. -

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a plan
view of a game-counter embodying my in-
vention. HKig. 21is a detail transverse section
through the registering mechanism at one
end of the counter, the parts being represent-
ed on a somewhat larger scale and the section

bemng m the plane indicated by the broken |

line 2 2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is another detail
section, but on a still larger scale, the section
being indicated by the broken line 3 3, Fig. 1.
I1g. 4 1s a horizontal sectional view through
the card-receptacle, the section being in the
plane indicated by the broken line 4 4, Fig. 2.

| Fig. 5 is another section of said receptacle,

the section being in the plane indicated by
the broken line 5 5, Fig. 1. Tig. 6 is a per-
spective view of one of the interchangeable
dials, the edges of the split portion of said
dial being represented as slightly separated to
facilitate its adjustment and removal. Fig.
7 15 a vertical detail sectional view of one of
the primary registers and illustrating a modi-
fication. Fig. 8 is a similar sectional view
disclosing a modification of the body struc-
ture. Hig. 9 1s a detail sectional view illus-
trating one manner of securing the rubber
feet or cushions to the base. .

Similar reference characters are employed
to designate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral figures of the drawings wherein they oc-
cur. _

As generally disclosed in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,
the novel counter comprises a comparatively
flat body of approximately rectangular con-
tour. One manner of constructing this body
comprehends the employment of two sheet-
metal sections A and B, each properly shaped

by stamping or pressing the same from a

blank, the section A constituting the base or

lower part of the body and presenting an ele-
vated platform a of comparatively extended
surface area, a depending rim ¢’ and lower

‘horizontal flange a* being integrally at the

platform-margin at the several sides and cor-
ners of the latter.

The section B, which forms the top of the
body, 1s shaped to present the somewhat ver-
tically extended marginal flange b, designed
to snugly embrace at its lower portion the
vertical ledge presented by the rim @’ of the
section A.  Such rim and embracing portion
of the section B may be positively secured to-
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gether by any suitable means—as, for in-

stance, by soldering or riveting.

Inthe operation of producing the section B
I cause the same to be provided contiguous
to each end with a pair of depressions, the de-
pressions of each pair being relatively trans-
versely disposed and of circular contour, as
indicated most clearly in Ifig. 1. The four
several depressions thus made are designated
by the reference characters B’ B* B? Bt re-
spectively. ,

As will be seen by reference more particu-
larly to Figs. 2 and 3, each of the depressions
mvolves an annular vertical wall 5% and bot-

| tom ', the latter being centrally perforated
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for the bearing of a short vertical arbor C, the | bottom of the depression B? is a oear-wheel

upper extremlty of which projects a short
distance above sald bottom. The lower end
¢ of said arbor 1s shouldered and headed to
permit it to retain a proper bearing in the

platform «, the arrangement being Such that
such cu‘bm can have a free Ievolwnﬁ' Move-

ment 1n 1ts bearings both 1n the bottom b’
and n said platform.

Keyed on the arbor Cimmediately beneath
the bottom 0’ 1s a small gear-pinion C’, the
teeth of which are nine in numoer for a pur-
pose that will heremnafter appear. Integral
with the lower portion of this pimion is a bev-
eled pinton C?, which 18 in mesh with a bev-
eled pinion (* on the inner end of a horizon-
talrod orstem C*, disposed within the chamber
presented by the sections A B and with 1ts
outer end portion extending through the ver-
tical wall b of the section B and l‘uwinn‘ se-
cured on the extremity thercof a milled oper-
ating-head C°. 1t will be observed by refer-
ence £o [Fig. 1 that the rod 7 projects and
carries its milled head at one end of the body
instead of at one of the sides-therecof. DBy re-
ferring to If1g. 3 1t will be seen that the outer
bemmo for the rod CF is provided in the wall
b, while the inner bearing for said rod 1s se-
cured in a vertical Lonﬂue @®, formed by ap-
propriately shitting the metal of the plat-
form a and bendmﬂ upward the tongue so
formed, so that the 1nner end of said rod will
be supported m an opening therein, said
tongue serving the further purpose of main-
taming the pimion C in proper engagement
with the pimion C*.

Upon the bottom of the depression &’ 1s a
dial D, which may be of paper or other suit-
able material and which is of such cireular
form as toinsureits bearigintimately against
the inner surface of the annular wall b of the
depresston.  This dial has on its upper sur-
face an annular series of numerals and inter-
mediate graduations whieh, as shown 1n g,
1, range “from €07 to ¢ 99 & 1ebpectwely
Of course the dial 1s centr ELHY perforated for
the passage-of the upper portion of the arbor
C, upon the projecting part of which and
above the dial is secured the butt of the index
or pointer K, adapted to circularly sweep in a
path above the dial as said arbor rotates.

Snugly and frictionally fitting within the
depression B’ 1s a metal bezel of the cross-
sectional shape most clearly indicated in Ifigs.
2 and 3 and embodymg a vertical annular
rim f and mner horizontal flange /7, the rim
being of such height that the [L;mﬂe 1S Maln-
tained in substan ially the same Thorizontal
plane as the top surface of the section B.
This bezel 1s designed to retain in position a
disk G, of transparent celluloid or other simi-
larly-conditioned material, adapted for form-
ing a panel through which to observe the dial
relatlon of the pmntm

Interposed between the platform ¢ and the

— 7 ummar LT e T

-

H, whose teeth are ninety n numbu such
t‘}@%r—wheel being keyed on a small arbor I,
the lower end of which revolubly bears in
the platform @, while the upper end projects

for a considerable distance above the bottom
b* of said depression for connection therewith

of an index I. Similarly as in the manner
of the depression B’ the depression B* con-
tains a dial J and bezel I§, the latter confin-
ing and retaining a tmnspm ent panel L.. The
numerical characters and divisions on the dml
J as will be seen, range from “ 0’ to “ 9997 re-

qpectwely Intelpoaed between the pmum
(" and the gear-wheel Il is a gear-wheel M,

having a ]omnal m revolubly bmlmu in the
platioxm a, said gear-wheel M being of a di-
ameter and h&wnﬂ teeth in number corie-

sponding with the whed H.  This wheel M,

as will be clearly seen i Ifig. 2, meshes hoth

with the pmion €' and with the pinion Il the
arrangement being such that when said pin-
ion has been revolved to an extent sufficient
to carry 1ts index K completely around its
dial the wheel H will have been rotated and
its index or pointer moved to an extent cor-
responding with ““100.”

By reference to fig. 1 1t will be observed
that the rod C° operating the gearing of the
primary tegister B?* at the other end of the
machine, as well as said register, 1s diag-
onally located with respect to the pumaﬂ
register B’ and its operating-stem, and it will
be comprehended that said pri mar v register
B* and 1ts companion total-register B are

equipped with gearing, dials, and other ap-
purtenances in all respects similar to the
primary and total registers at the other end
of the body.

1t will therefore be readily appreciatec
that with the improved counter consiructec
as thus far described the same may occupy
position near one corner upon the table on
which the game 1s playved, so that the oper-
ating-heads (° C7 will be convenient for ma-
111pulm10n at opposite ends of the body by
contiguously-seated players. If the table is

| small and only two players are engaged in

the play, the counter can be pomumwd for
conventeirtt manipulation by persons seated
opposite each other. If the game be one in
which partners are eng: aged, “the ¢ sustomary
alternate positions of the par tners will permit
the counter to occupy a location readily ac-
cessible to two opposing partners.

As illustrated in Fig. 1, the dials are con-
ditioned for service in connection with the
game ol pinochle, where the count i?n volves
the registering of numbers of considerable
value and where it is desirable that the ca-
pacity of the primary register should be sup-
plemented by that of the secondar y for indi-
cating quick totals. Tt may be qmwd how-
ever, that the counter can be readily
e(lulpp(‘d to serve in connection WILh other
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styles of games. This may be provided by
arranging for the convenient removal and ap-
One manner of
accomplishing this is represented in Fig. 6,
wherein the disk D’ is shown as having a ra-
dial slit extending from the central opening d
to the periphery thereof. This provides a
divided portion the edges d’ d* of which can
normally lie in mutual contact, so that the
integrity of the dial-surface will be main-
tammed. When it is desired to apply this dial,
1t will ouly be necessary to slightly separate
such edge portions, as illustrated in Kig. 6,
whereupon the dial can be slightly turned to
cause the index to pass laterally through the
slit opening to a position below the dial and
the latter then raised and withdrawn. It is
nov necessary, however, that the divided
edges of the dial should normally mutually
abut, as a dial having a radial slot of the
requisite width will practically serve all pur-

poses and yet in no way interfere with the

proper disposition of numerals and gradua-

" tions thereon., |

When it is desired to make any change in
the matter of dials, the bezel I of each de-
pression can be removed, which can be ac-
complished by inserting a thin edge or point
between the same and the wall of its depres-
sion, whereupon the same and its transparent
panel will be dislodged. The substitution
and adjustment of the dial can then ensue, as
previcusly explained.

With a view of facilitating the removal
and adjustment of each bezel I prefer to
malke the same of spring metal possessing
such resiliency that while providing a suffi-
cient yield to permit its disengagement it will,
ont the other hand, have the requisite strength
to enable its rim f to positively and inti-
mately bear in engagement with the inner
surtace of 1ts depression-wall.

The formation of the body by means of the
two sheet-metal sections A and B, as hereto-
fore described, not only provides for the con-
venient and efficient location of the various
depressions, but these latter are of such char-
acter and the gearing within the chamber
tormed by the sections A and B so condi-
tioned that the depressions bear upon upper
porilons of the gearing and serve to main-
tain the same in position, the relation of the
parts being such, however, that the bearing
18 a mildly frictional one, and therefore while
pernuiting the rotation of the several wheels
and pinions under the power imposed by re-
volving the heads yet exerts sufficient re-

tardation to insure the retention of the

wheels with accuracy in the positions and to
the extents they are turned by hand.

To prevent defacement of the table or
other surface upon which the counter rests
and to also avoid noise that might be occa-
stoned by moving the counter, I locate at
each corner of the body a lower rest, or cush-

T

lower section being of wood.

which it is related,

1on N, of rubber or equivalent yielding mate-

rial.  As shown, these rests or cushions each
comprise a lower rounded portion n, inte-

grally provided with a neck n” of considerable

diameter and having an upper shallow head

n?, the height of the neck being substantially
| equal to the thickness of the flange o with

which the cushion or rest is to be connected,
the connection of the rest being accom-
plished by passing: the shallow head n?
through an appropriately-sized opening in

said flange, so that said head will expand

immediately above the flange, and thus re-

s
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tain the rest in engagement therewith, with

the neck n’ snugly occupying said opening.

With a view of increasing the usefulness
and serviceability of the counter I secure
upon the upper surface of the section B,

| transversely parallel between the two sets of

registers, a pair of vertical walls O O, which
are of such size that they will snugly receive
between them an ordinary deck of cards, the
end edges of the latter lying flush or inside of
the top and end edges of said walls.

other light and attractive material and em-
bodying sides and end walls, as well as a closed
top p, 1s adapted to be placed over said walls,
80 as to snugly inclose the same and the deck
of cards between. Now by removing the
cover the deck of cards may be readily dis-
lodged by simply pressing against the deck at

one end, so as to force the cards from be-

tween the walls of the other end.
While I have described the sections A B as

being stamped or pressed from blanks of

sheet metal, it will be understood that I may
employ other material with satisTactory re-
sults. Thus, for instance, the.sections may
be formed or molded of papier-maché or
other composition adapted for the purpose,
and 1n the event of employing metal I do not
ntend to restrict myself to any particular
kind. If made from sheet metal—as, for in-
stance, tin—the exposed surfaces may be
Japanned or lacquered toimpart an attractive
and ornamental finish.

It may be preferable to make the body
with an upper pressed or molded section, the

In Fig. 8 1

have outlined such an arrangement, B desio-
nating the upper molded section, the vertical
marginal flange 5* of which embraces and in-
timately bears against the vertical marginal
shoulder a* of the base A’, the latter being of
wood, and to which the flange is secured
through the medium of securing-screws .
In lieu of the beveled gearing and extended
for actuating the primary registers. Thus in
Fig. 7 I have represented a vertical arbor (8
as having the pinion C° secured thereto be-
neath the bottom b° of the depression with
sald arbor extending above
sald bottom and having the index-finger I

rods and heads other means may be employed

A hous-
Ing or cover P, of celluloid, aluminium, or

80
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secured thereto and also having its upper |

threaded portion ¢ adapted to project through
an opening therefor centrally in the transpar-
ent panel G’ for the application of a thread-
ed operating-head CY. By simply turning
the head the primary register to which these
narts relate will be operated and the com-
panion total-register coincidently affected.
In this arrangement when it becomes desir-

able to effect an interchange of dials the head

C' ¢an be unserewed while the arbor is being
appropriately held and the bezel and trans-
parent panel subsequently removed for per-

- mitting the propei substitution of the dial.
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It will be recognized from the foregoing de-
scription that a game-counter embody.ng my
invention is not only comparatively simple
and incxpensive, but of highly ornamental
character and capable of a wide range of serv-
iceability, including accurate registration of
the score or tally pertaining to various games.
The features already described may be sup-
plemented and the usefulness of the counter

“enhanced by making the body of suflicicut

plan area to permit of the location m the top
of additional depressions capable of serving
for the reception of matches, tobacco-ashes,
and for other purposes.

The stamped character of the sections A I
and the simple form of the gearing and other
appurtenances adapt the parts of which the
counter is composed to be readily assembled
by comparatively unskilled labor.

I do not wish to be understood as Limiting
myself to the particular arrangement and

construction of parts shown and deseribed,.

but reserve the right to all modifications that
may be fairly considered within the scope ol
my nvention.

Having now described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. The combination in a game-counter, ol
a body comprising a base and a top section
in joined relation to form an mtermediate
space, the top section embodying an upper
horizontal portion having a depression de-
pending within said space, an arbor revolu-
bly mounted to project above the bottom ol
said depression and cairying a suitable index-
pointer, a dial on the depression-bottom, a
bezel for the depression, a transparent panecl
onfined bv the bezel, and means for operat-
ing the index-pointer.

a body comprising a base and a section m
joined relation to forman intermediate space,

tal portion having a depression depending
within said space, an arbor revoiubly mount-
ed to project above the bottom ol the depres-
sion and carrving a suitable index-pointer, a
dial on the depression-bottom, gearing with-
in said intermediate space for revolving said
arbor, and gear-operating means.

820 603

3. The combination in a game-counter, ol
a body comprising a base and a top section
joined relation to form anintermediate space,
the top section embodying an upper horizon-
tal portion having an integral part depending
within said intermediate space to form a de-
pression, an arbor revolubly mounted to pro-
ject above the bottom of the depression and
carrying a suitable index-pointer, a dial on
the depression-bottonm, a bezel for the de-
pression, a transparent panel confined by the
bezel, gearing within said intermediate space
for revolving said arbor, and gear-operating
means.

4. The combination in a game-counter, of
a body comprising a base and a top section 1s
joined relation to form an intermediate space,
the top section embodying an upper horizon-
tal portion hating a companion pair of de-
pressions, primary and sccondary registering
dials on the bottoms of said depresstons ie-

spectively, vertical arbors bearing in and pro-

jecting above the depression-bottoms and
a11ying index-pointers, gearing located in
the intermediate space and adapted to com-
municate motion from the arbor of the pri-
mary register to the arbor of the secondary
register, and provision for rotating the pii-
mary avboi by hand.

5. The combination of a game-counter, of
a body comprising a base and a top section in
joined relation to form an intermediate space,

| the top section embodying an upper horizon-

tal portion having integral parts depending

- within said intermediate space to form a com-

panion pair of depressions, primary and sec-
ondary registering-dials on the bottoms ol
said depressions respectively, the primary
dial being removable, vertical arbors bearmg
in and projecting above the depression-bot-
toms, and carrying index-pointers, gearing
located in the intermediate space and adapt-

od to communicate motion from the arbor of

the primary vegister to the arbor of the sec-
ondary register, provision for rotating the
primary avbor by hand, a transparent panel
for the primary register, and means for de-
tachably confining said panel in position.

6. The combination of a game-counter, ol
a body comprising a base and a top section m
joined velation to form anintermediate space,
the top section embodying an upper horizon-

tal portion having parts depending within
said intermediate space to form a piuraity ol
2. The combination in a game-counter, ot !

depressions, registering-dials on the bottoms
of said depressions, a verbical arbor bearing in

Cand projecting above each depression-bot-
the top section embodying an upper horizon-

tom and cariving an index - pointer, and
means for operating the arbor of each de-
pression independently of the arbor of the
other depression.

7. The combination in a game-counter, ol
a body comprising a base and a top section in
joined relation to form an intermediate space,
the top section embodying an upper horizon-
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tal portion having parts depending within

sald intermediate space to form g plurality of
depressions, registering-dials on the bottoms
of said depressions, a vertical arbor bearing
i and projecting above each depression-bot-

‘tom and carrying an index-pointer, separate

gearing for each arbor, within the interme.
diate space, and means for operating the
gearing of each harbor independently of the
gearmg of the other arbor. |

8. A game-counter comprising top and
the bottom section having
mtegrally a vertical marginal rib and per-
forated horizontal Hange, and the top sec-
tion integrally provided with an outer wall
embracing said rim, said top section contain-
ing a pair of depressions, primary and sec-

| latter and carrying Incex-pointers,
| for driving the secondary

.name to this specification in the

ondary dials within said depressions, primary
and secondary arbors projecting within the
gearing

tation of the primary arbor, hand-operable
means for actuating the latter, and yielding
cushions having necks snugly occupying the
perforations of the llange, and having heads
above the same. | .

In testimony whereof I have signed my
presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WALTER J. PRATT.

Witnesses:
WiLLiAM PaxTEN,
H. E. Mauer.

>3

arbor from the ro-

20

25



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

