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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLBur G. STRATTON,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Buckles, of
which the following is a specification. '

This invention relates to improvements in
suspender-buckles, and is especially related
to buckles of that type known as “rustless.”

In the general form of buckles of the type
referred to it has been necessary to provide
special constructions of loop members in or-
der to obtain effective results in fastening
the buckles in adjusted positions. Moreover,
with such buckles it has also been difficult to
adapt the general constructions to both thick
and thin webbing, and consequently thein
use has not extended to varying thicknesses
of webbing without making the buckles es-
pecially for thick webbing and others for thin
webbing.

It 1s therefore the object of the present in-
vention to provide a rustless buckle the con-
struction of which is such as to employ the
ordinary loop member of common form and
to so arrange the elements that a single
buckle will adapt itself to either thick or thin
webbing, thereby overcoming the necessity
for separate buckles conforming to the thick-
ness of the webbing with which it is desired
to employ the buckles.

A further object of the present invention
1s to so position the clamping means as to en-
able the same to engage the webbing more ef-
fectually than in the usual type of rustless
buckle. '

Having these general objects in view and

others, which will appear as the nature of the
improvements is better understood, the in-
vention consists, substantially, in the novel
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be hereinafter fully described;

Ulustrated in the accompanying drawings,

and pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a buckle constructed in accordance
with the present invention connected to the

webbing.

view similar to Fig. 2, the buckle being closed.
Ifig. 4 is a vertical transverse sectional view,
the parts being in the position illustrated in

. Kig. 2 1s an edge elevation of the
same, the buckle being open. Fig. 3 is a :

Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the
buckle detached from the webbing viewing
the same from the front thereof. Fig. 6 is a
view similar to IFig. 5 viewing the buckle
from the rear. Fig. 7 is an elevation of an-
other form of the invention.

Referring in detail to the drawings, the let-
ters A and B designate, respectively, the loop
and clamping members of the herein-de-
scribed buckle.  As clearly seen in Figs. 5
and 6, the loop member A is the common
form, being substantially rectangular in con-
tour and comprising a lower bar 1, an upper
bar 2, and end bars 3, whereby the bars 1 and
2 are connected together.

The clamping member B is preferably
formed of sheet metal, being stamped from a
single piece and having at its upper and lower
edges a pair of finger-pieces 5 and 6, through
the medium of which the clamping member
may be readily manipulated. At the ends of
the member 6 and at pointsin proximity to
the upper finger-piece 5 is formed a pair of
eyes 7, which eyes embrace the upper bar 2
of the loop member A, and thereby afford a
pivotal connection between the loop member
A and the clamping member B. The body
of the clamping member B is punched out to

form an opening 8, and the metal displaced is

deflected inwardly, as clearly seen in Fig. 4,
to provide a series of teeth 9, adapted to en-
gage the suspender-webbing when the latter
1s connected to the buckle and threaded in
the manner to be described. It is to be ob-
served that the teeth 9 are formed at a point
whereby the same are positioned under the
lower side of the upper bar of the loop mem-
ber A when the members A and B are assem-
bled, and the purpose of this is to enable the
teeth 9 to grasp the webbing to a more ef-
tective degree than in the ordinary form of
rustless buckle, and, furthermore, this posi-
tioning of the teeth 9 enables the buckle to
be used with either thick or thin webbing,
which is a desideratum in buckles of the rust-
less type.

In Fig. 7 is illustrated another form of the
invention, and by referring to this view it will
be noted that the form therein disclosed is
essentially the same as in the other views, ex-
cept the upper finger-piece 5 of the clamping
member is omitted and in lieu of forming the
loop member A as a substantially continuous
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loop the upper bar is omitted and the ex-
tremities of the end bars 3 are bent inwardly
to a sufficient extent to form pinties 10, to
which the clamping jmember B is pivoted;
otherwise the buckle is of precisely the same
formation as illustrated in Figs. 1 to 6, 1n-
clusive.

In webbing the herein-described buckle
the extremity of the lower reach C of the
webbing is passed over the lower bar 1 of the
Joop member A and secured to said bar by
stitching or in any other suitable manner.
The upper reach D is then threaded through
the lower member A between the bar 2 and
the extremity of the lower reach C, carried by
the bar 1, and in this position the upper reach
D is adapted to be freely engaged by the
teeth 9 of the clamping member B. The
open position of the buckle is illustrated
clearly in Fig. 2, wherein it will be seen that
the loop member A occupies a substantially
horizontal position, and when it is desired to
close the buckle upon the webbing the clamp-
ing member B is thrown to the position illus-
trated in Fig. 3, in which position the mem-
ber A occupies an inclined plane. In this
closed position the teeth 9 are forced to a po-
sition beneath the upper bar of the loop A
and into contact with the upper reach D of
the webbing, and obviously the latter 1s
forced over upon the upper end of the reach
C, carried by the lower bar of the loop A. By
reason of the inward deflection of the teeth 9
it will also be seen that the greater the ten-
sion exerted upon the webbing the greater

~ will be the binding action of the teeth 9
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thereupon, and also by reason of this con-
struction of the teeth 9 it is possible to em-
ploy a plain rectangular form of loop,

thereby overcoming the necessity for special
construetion of loop

> members, which 1s a
common objection with the ordinary type of
rustless buckies.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured

by Letters Patent, 15—

1. In a buckle of the class described, the
combination with a rectangular wire -loop
member, of a clamping member pivoted there-
to and formed of aplate,and a series of teeth
deflected inwardly from and intermediate
the upper and lower edges of said plate and
adapted to engage the suspender-webbing
below the point of attachment of said clamp-
ing member with the loop member.

2. In a buckle of the class described, the

 combination with a rectangular wire-loop

member, of a sheet-metal clamping member
pivotally connected to said loop member at

828,868

a point adjacent to the upper edge of the
clamping member said clamping member ex-
tended both above and below said point of
pivotal connection, a series of inwardly-de-
flected teeth carried by said clamping mem-
ber and arranged thereon at a point below
the point of pivotal connection of the clamp-
ing member with the loop member, said
teeth being adapted to engage thesuspender-
webbing.

3. Ta a buckle of the class described, the
combination with a rectangular wire-loop
member, of a clamping member pivotally
connected thereto and extended both above
and below said pivotal point, a series of 1n-
wardly-deflected teeth carried by said clamp-
ing member and arranged at a point below
the point of pivotal connection between the
clamping member and the loop member, and
a suspender-webbing connected to the loop
member, the upper reach of said webbing be-
ing threaded through the loop member and
occupying a position between said teeth and
the lower reach of the webbing attached to
the loop member, whereby the upper reach is
adapted to be engaged by said teeth at a
point below the point of attachment of said
clamping member with the loop member when
the buckle is closed.

4. In a buckle of the class described, the
combination with a substantially rectangu-
lar wire-loop member comprising a lower bar,
an upper bar, and end bars connecting the
upper and lower bars, of a clamping member
pivotally connected to the upper bar of the

loop member, a series of teeth deflected In-

wardly from and intermediate the top and
bottom edges of the clamping member and
positioned thereon at a point below the point

of pivotal connection of the clamping mem-.

ber with the loop member, and a webbing
connected to the lower bar of the loop mem-
ber, the upper reach of said webbing being
threaded through said loop member and oc-
cupying a position between the inwardly-de-
flected teeth and the lower bar of the loop
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member, whereby said teeth are adapted to

engage the upper reach of the webbing at a
point below the point of pivotal connection

of the clamping member with the loop mem-
ber when the buckle is closed. '

Siened at Bridgeport, in the county ot
Fairfield and State of Connecticut, this 9th
day of June, A. D. 1905.

WILBUR G. STRATTON.

Witnesses:
C. M. NEWMAN,
T. R. SENIOR.
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