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To all whom it may concern:

~ Be it known that I, SAMUEL LEWELLEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Phil-
adelphia, county of Philadelphia, and State
of- Pennsylvania, have invented a certain

new and useful Improvement in Stamp-Af-

fixers, of which the following is a specifica-

© tion.
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claim. -

~ My mverition relates to a new and uéefﬁl
improvement in stamp-affixers, and has for

1ts objeet to provide a machine in which the
stamps will be fed, moistened, and affixed to

the envelops all in éne operation; and a fur-
ther object of my inivention is to so construct
the machine that the same will be compara-
tively cheap to manufacture, be composed of

fewﬁrts, and not liable to get out of order. -
1

ith these ends in view this invention

'consiﬁzts in the details of construction and
combination of elements hereinafter set forth -

and - then specifically designated by the

In order that those skilled in the art to

- which this invention appertains may under-

4O

stand how to make and use the same,. the

. construction and operation will now be de-

seribed in detail, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this specification, in which—

Figurel is a longitudinal section through
my improved machine, showing the presser-
plate raised; Fig. 2, a side elevation of my
machine, showing the presser-plate de-
pressed. | |

A represents the framework of the ma-
chine, in the forward end of which is ar-
ranged a water-reservoir B, which is nor-
mally covered by a pivoted plate C. This
plate may be thrown back on its pivot, if

necessary, to fill the reservoir B. When the
plate is In its normal position, it furnishes a.

~.backing for. the envelop, upon which the
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stamp 1s adapted to be affixed. Just above

the rearward end of the plate C an inclined
surface D is formed on the body, and jour-
naled in the body at this point is a roller E,

- preferably of rubber or other flexible mate-

. which eéxtends through one side of the ma-
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rial, and said roller is secured to a shaft i

chine..” ‘The periphery of the roller itself ex-
tends shightly above the inclined surface D

‘and 1s designed to fit thestamps to-be aflixed.

. - . t'?.' . " :
F 1s a wick of any suitable absorbent ma-

terial, the lower end of which les within the

water contained within the reservoir B, and | and inclined surface D it will pass outward 110

| the upper end protrudes through an opening
formed through the body and extends above
‘the mnclined surface D forward of the roller
‘K, so that the stamps passing over the in-

chned surface D with the gummed side
downward and fed forward by the rotation
of the roller E will be moistened as they pass
over. the upper end of the wick F.

roller K. and wick I, I provide above the in-
clined surface D a plate G, pivoted at its

rearward end to the bodyv of the machine and

held downward in spring contact with the
roller and wick by ‘means of the spring H,
which is coiled around the pivot of the plate
G, with one arm of the spring resting upon
the top of the plate and the other arm held
under tension m a rack-bar H’, secured to
the body.. Thus the tension of the spring
can be increased or decreased by moving the
arm of the spring into one or other of the
notches of the rack-bar, or the plate G+ can
be tilted and raised upon its pivot by simply
removing the spring from the rack-bar and
pulling backward upon the same. -
The stamps are designed to pass between
the platé G and the inclined surface D and

-may be either in the form of a strip which

extends out behind the machine, as shown in
the drawings, or several sirips can be se-
cured together and coiled upon a drum I,
journaled at the rearward end of the ma-
chine. -

J 18 a presser-plate secured at the forward

“end of two arms J’, which arms extend out-
-side of the body of the machine and are jour-

naled at the rearward end thercof, and the

In order
to hold the stamps in contact with both the
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presser-plate when forced downward will

strike just above the plate C, upon which the
envelop rests.  In order to force the presser-
plate J downward, any suitable means could
be employed, here shown as a bell-crank
lever K, with one short member and one
long member. The longer member is pro-
vided with a handie for operating the lever,

and to the shorter member is pivoted one

end of a link I, the other end of the link I

being pivoted to the presser-plate J, so that.

when the lever K 1is pulled forward the

presser-plate will be forced downward, as

shown in Fig. 2, and when the lever is forced
rearward the presser-plate is raised, as shown
m Fig. 1.
stamp 18 fed through between the plate G

Thus it will be seen that if a
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over the envelop resting upon the plate C,
and as the stamp has previously been moist-
ened by the wick I when the lever K is
pulled forward the stamp is forced in tight
contact with the envelop and allixed, and
then by remioving the envelop the stamp will
tear olt from the others along the line of per-
forations, | |

In order to feed the stamps forward simul-
waneousty with the moving downward of the
presser-plate J, 1 journal loosely on the pro-
truding end of the shaft E% outside of the
body A a disk M, to which is secured a small
gear-wheel N, and formed with or secured to
one of the presser-arms J’ is a rack O, which
18 curved concentric with the pivotal point of
the presser-arms and is in mesh with the
small gear N. Thus when the presser-arms

are forced downward the gear N will be re- |

volved m one direction and when the presser-
arns are ralsed. the gear will be revolved in
the opposite direction.  Inorder to cause the
roller I8 to always feed in one direction and
not roex backward and forward with the
movement of the gear N, Lsecure to the outer
end of the shaft £ a ratchet-wheel P, which
will revolve with said shaft, and pivoted to
the disk M is a spring-pawi Q, bearing against

the ratchet-wheel P, and the teeth of the

ratehet-wheel 17 are so formed and the pawl
(F so arranged that when the presser-plate is
depressed the pawl Q will engage the ratchet-
wheel and revolve the roller E forward, and
thus feed the stamp, as before

contact therewith.
18 raised and the gear N and disk M rotated in
the opposite direction, the paw} Q will simply

spring over the teeth without revolving the

ratchet-wheel P or roller . Thus it will be

‘seent that each time the lever K is pulled for-
ward one stamp is fed over the envelop and in,
traveling to a position over the envelop is?
mowstened and aflixed by the pressure of the ;

presser-plate J, and on a return movement of

“the lever the stamps are not moved and are

all - a position for the next forward move-
ment of the lever K, so that the machine can

be operated as fast as the lever K can be |

escribed, over
the envelop before the presser-plate comes in
When the presser-plate |

827,083

' moved, all of the operations being entirely

automatic.
- Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
exact construction here shown, as slight

‘modifications could be made without depart-

ing from the spirit of the invention.

Having thus fully described my invention.
what I claim as new and useful is—

In a machine of the character deseribed, a
body, a water-reservoir formed in the body, a
horizontal plate covering said . reservoir and
pivoted at 1ts forward end so-that the same
may be tilted backward to fill the reservoir,
said plate adapted to support an envelop,
the body provided with a surface commene-

ing a little above and at the rear of the en-

velop-plate and extending rearwardly over
which the string of stamps are adapted to
pass, gummed side downward, a voller jour-
naled i the body with its periphery extend-
ing shightly above said surface and in contaet
with the stamps, a plate resting upon the

roller, w spring- for forcing said plate down-

ward, means for regulating the tension of the
spring, a wick extending upward from the
watar-reservoir through- the bodv and pro-
trudmyg through the surface so as to contact

the gummed side of the stamps as thev travel

torward, a drum journaled in the rearward
end of the machine around which the string
ol stamps may be coiled, a presser-plate
adapted to descend and aflix the stamp to
the envetop when the same has been fed
above the envelop, means for forcing said
presser-plate downward, and means depend-
e upon the moverent of the presser-plate
lor rotating the feeding - roller when the
presser-plate  descends so as to feed the
stamps forward and cause the roller to re-
nain stattonary as the presser-plate rises, as
and for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto af-
ixed my signature in the presence of two

subserthing witnesses.

SAMULEL LEWTLLEN.

Witnesses: |
DBuXuARrRDT STEMMER,
W, Mariiews.
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