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To all whom Tt nuwy concermn:

Be 1t known that we, FRANK J. SENG and
JuLius T. SENG, citizens of the United States,
residing at Chicago, in the county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented certain

Improvements i Extensmn-—Tables of which

the following 1s a specification.

Our invention relates to 1mpr0vements 1n.

extension-tables of that class employing a
central divided or sectional pedestal designed
to separate when the table 1s opened or ex-
tended and to close together and encompass
a center leo when the table is closed.

The main objects, therefore, of our inven-

tion are to produce a very simple and inex-
pensive device capable of being applied to
the ordinary pedestal extension-table with-
out- marring the same, which 1s adapted for
automatic opemtlon SlIIlpr by the act of
opening and closing the table and which will

effectually close and lock the pedestal—sec-.

tions thereof, so as to practically eliminate
the ullslghtly crack when the table 1s closed

and liberate or unlock the sections by the
~simple act of extending or opening the table.

Other though minor objects of our mven-
tion will hereinafter appear; and the mven-
tion consists in certain features of construc-
tion and combinations of parts hereinatter
referred to, and particularly pointed out in
the claims.

Referring to the drawmgs Figure 1 1s a
central vertical longitudinal sectional view of
a portion of an ordmary pedestal extension-

table embodying a locking device in accord-
ance with our 111ve11t1011 the pedestal-sec-
tions belng shown as locked. T 1g. 2 1S a Slmi-

lar view w1th parts broken away, the pedes-

tals being shown as unlocked and in the act
of ¢ &pproachm@

Similar numerals of reference 111d10ate s1mi-
lar parts m both the figures of the drawings.

The pedestal e*{tensmn—table represented.

in the drawings 1s of the conventional-con-
struction, and therefore comprises the two
separable top sections 1 1, the slides 2, the
cross-plece or bridge 3, the supportmg cen-
ter leg 4, secured to the la,tter and the pedes-
tal—-sectmns 5 5. -

Securing-plates 6 may be located at dia-
metrically opposite points on the center leg 4,
and such securing-plates may be produced in
any ordinary manner, but preferably as
shown 1n the drawmgs wheremn, as will be

| observed, the securmg—plates 6 are produced

by extendmﬂ' and lapping the terminals of a
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dlwded band 7, the latter encircling the ta-

ble-leg at a convenient point and secured rig-
1dly 1n position by means of screws 8. The
band 1s preferred in that 1t does not mar the
center leg and requires no cutting away of
the same for its accommodation. -

60

The lower outer correr of each of the secur-

ing-plates 6 is provided with a short vertical

slot 9, and mounted 111 each. slot for move-
Upon each of
pins 10 there is fulerumed a latch 11,

ment’ 15 a transverse pin 10.
the

which extends above and below its fule rum-

point, and atits upper end is pivoted, as at
12, to an operating-lever 13, fulcrumed be-
tween its ends, as at 14, on the upper outer
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corner of the secuung—-plate and having its |
inner end offset to facilitate 1ts connectlon )

with the companion latch. .
15 designates a pair of engaging eyes, and

the latter may be formed of angle-iron, the
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upper branches being emplm"ed as securing- = -

plates and the lower “branches provided with
openings forming eyes.
ranged dlametrically opposite each other, one
upon each of the pedestal-sections, and are
immediately below and in the
lower ends of the latches 11, the said lower
ends of the lattcr being pr eferably beveled at
those sides adjacent the eyes, so as to facili~
tate said ends 1n entermg said eyes. Above
the eyes 15 and in line tllereW1th is located a
palr of striker-plates 16, the same being ar-
ranged in the path of the upper ends of the
levers 13 and adapted to contact with and
impinge against the upper ends of said levers
when the pedestal-sections are brought to-

- These plates are ar--

path of the
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9o

gether and shghtly before thelr meetmcr edﬂ. es |

contact. |
Light coiled springs 17 may be employed

| between the levers 13 and the latches 11 for

the purpose of maintaining the same at a rel-
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atively proper angle when not otherwise m- -
fluenced and as shown in Fig. 2 of the draw-"

imgs. Of course the springs may be omitted
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and certain of the parts Welﬂ'hted to accom-

plish the same result.

The operation of the devwe will be a pp -

rent and may be briefly described as follows:

Assuming the table to be in the position

IOS

shown in Fig. 2, wherein thé edestals are ap-

proaching each other as in the

act of closing,

it will be seen that the strlker—plates 16, mov-
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ing with the pedestals, contact Wlth theu per |

free ends of the levers 13. This causes the up-

“per ends of the levers to be forced inward or

ds be-

toward each other, and their opposite e
ing pivoted to the upper ends of the latches
W.ll cause the latter at their lower ends to

swing down, whereby they are caused to en-

oage the eyes 15, and inward so as to serve to
draw the pedestal—sectlons snugly together.

When 1n this latter position, the levers 13 and.
latches 11 nearly assume the same vertical

plane, and the springs being light and almost

- 1n lime with the fulerums of the levers and
- latches are 1mp0tent to return the latches and

I5
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- we clalzm as new, and desire to secure by Let- |
ters Patent, 1s—

into the

levers to their original positions; and thus

‘cause a separation of the pedestal-sections,
~and, as a matter of fact, said
‘tions remain securely locked

in the position shown in Fw' 1 of the draw-—‘
'1]:10'8

he parts being

Hav ng thus deser ibed our invention, what

1. The oombmatlon In a pedestal exten-

‘sion-table, comprising a central leg and op-
posite pedestal -sections, of Securincr plates
. located at opposite sides of the -leﬂ' latches |
- loosely secured thereto and extendmﬂ' down-
~ wardly‘and outwardly therefrom, levers ful--

- 3.0:.

crumed on theplates and beyond their: ful-

crums pivotally connected to the latches and
~at thewr upper free ends extending outwardly
paths of the pedestal—suctlons ::md-

 adapted to be ‘struck and operated thereby
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when the pedestal-sections nea,rly Teach a |

closed ‘position, and eyes arranged on the

| pedestal—sectlons in line with the lower free -
- ends of thelatches'and adapted to receive said

“ends when the la,tches are operated as- de-
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scribed.
2. The Gombma,tlon I a pedestal exten-

" sion-table, comprising a central leg and oppo-
site pedestal—sectlons oL securmﬂ—plates lo-

pedestal - sec-

‘ends,

827,944

cated at opposite sides of the 1eg, latches
loosely secured thereto and extending down-
wardly and outwardly therefrom, levers ful-
crumed on the plates and beyond their ful-
crums pivotally connected to the latches and
at their upper free ends extending outwardly
into the paths of the pedcstal—sectlo s and

adapted to be struck and operated theresby

when the pedestal-sections nearly reach a
closed position, and eyes arranged on the ped-
estal-sections mm line with the lower free ends
of the latches and adapted toreceive said ends
when the latches are operated as described,

| striker - plates carried by the pedestal - sec-

tions, and springs for returning the latches
and levers to their normal positions after a

'separation of the pedestal-sections.

3. The combination, 1n a pedestal exten-
sion-table, of opposﬂ;ﬂ securing - plates lo-
cated at the sides of the central L_.,.g and pro-

vided with slots, pins working i the slots,
latches fulerumed between their ends upon
-} the pins.and suspended mn an mclined posi-

tion therefrom and terminating in bﬂw led
operating-levers mtermedlatcl ful-
crimed on the plates and at their inner ends
pivoted to those of the latches, springs for
normally retaining the latches and levers at
an angle toeach other opposite striker-plates

carried by the pe sdestal-sections and adapted
to contact with the free ends of the 1LV€IS
and eyes located on the pedestal-sections and
in line with the lower free ends of the latches

and adapted to receive the same when low-
ered and swung inward by the levers.

-In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FRANK J. SENG.

E - JULIUS T. SENG.
Witnesses:

E. J. SCHAGER,
GERARD J. BIEHL.
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