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" Be it known that I, WinLiam E. D. EVER-
ST, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Nashville, in the county of Davidson and
Qtate of Tennessee, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Bag
Holders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

" The present invention relates to an 1m-
proved mail-bag holder for use in suspending
a bag from a mail-crane in position for being
delivered to the catcher upon a mail-car.

The object of the invention is to provide a
device of this character which will hold the
bag securely against accidental displacement
and which will not be affected by the action
of snow and sleet or other unfavorable con-
ditions of weather. o
 For a full description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction of
the means for effecting the result reference
is to be had to the following description and
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
application of the invention. Fig. 21s a lon-
oitudinal sectional view through the holder
and the block secured to the upper arm of
the crane. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
holder, showing it as secured to the end of a
mail-bag. Tig. 4is a detail perspective view

of the sliding rod. Fig. 5is a similar view of

the locking-lever, and Fig. 6 is a similar view
of the block secured to the upper arm of the
mail-crane. |
Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters. |
The main frame of the holder comprises,
essentially, a longitudinal bar 1, which 1s per-
manently secured to one end of a mail-bag
and is provided upon one side with the two
The projection
3 is provided upon its inner face with a slot
or opening 4, within which the lever 5 1s piv-
oted by means of the pin 6.  The lever 5 com-
prises a short arm 7 and a long arm 8, which
are arranged at angles to each other and
which project outwardly beyond the slot 4.
It will be observed that the long arm 8 ex-
tends outwardly farther than the short arm

7 and has its end bent so as to lie approxi-.

mately parallel to the bar 1. In the specitic
formation of the lever 5 the ends thereof are

Ereferably made thicker than the interme- .

|

| diate
‘diminishing toward the

pivot-point. The
projections 2 and 3 are formed with longitu-
dinal openings 9 and 10, respectively, which
are in alinement with each other and through
which the rod 11 is passed. The end of the
rod 11 passing through the opening 10 1s
bifurcated at 12 to form two arms, between
which the longer arm 8 of the lever 5 passes.
The upper and lower faces of the same end of
the rod 11 are cut away and the shoulder 13
formed upon the side of the rod adjacent the
bar 1 and the shoulder 14 upon the opposite
side. In order to limit the shding movement
of the rod 11 within the openings 9 and 10,
the portion of the rod within the first-men-
tioned opening is formed with the longitudi-
nal slot 15, through which the pin 26 is passed,
the said pin engaging with the ends of the
slot for the purpose mentioned. It will be
observed that the shoulder 14 upon the outer

face of the rod 11 is inclined and located con-

siderably nearer the slot 15 than the shoul-
der 13 upon the inner face of the rod. The
two arms 7 and 8 of the lever 5 bear such a
relation to each other that the shorter arm 7
fits against the inner face of the rod 11, or
that adjacent the bar 1, while the longer arm

S fits against the opposite or outer face. A

transverse groove 16 is formed in the outer
face of the rod 11 immediately adjacent the
shoulder 14, and when the rod is given a lon-

eitudinal movement, so as to throw the short

arm 7 of the lever 5 over the shoulder 13, the
long arm 8 is drawn inwardly to close the
oroove 16. However, when the rod 11 is
moved in the opposite direction until the
short arm 7 of the lever slips over the shoul-
der 13 the long arm 8 swings outwardly and
falls away from the groove 16. The bar 1
may be secured to the mail-bag 17 in any

‘suitable manner, as by placing a plate within
' the bag and riveting the plate to the bar.

Upon the opposite face of the bar 1 to that
provided with the projections 2 and 3 there
is located a hook or finger-hold 18.

The mail-crane which is shown may be of
any conventional type and comprises, essen-
tially, the upright member 19 and the two
laterally-extending arms 20 and 21. The
block 22 is permanently secured to the lower
face of the extremity of the upper arm 20,
and this block 221s provided with a groove23,
through which the pin 24 is passed. The ex-
tremity of the lower arm 21 of the mail-
crane 1s preferably bifurcated for the recep-

portion, the cross-section gradually '
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(lon of the finger 25, which is pivoted be-
tween the two arms thus formed. In the
present instance the portion of the finger 25

between the bifurcated portion of the arm 21
1s enlarged and given a circular formation

~ and a washer placed upon each side of the en-

larged portion. In order to place the mail-
bag 17 In position upon the crane for being

~ delivered to the catcher upon the mail-car, the

LO

groove 16 in the rod 11, which is slidably |

- mounted within the projections from the bar
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1, 1s placed against the pin 24 in the block 22
and the rod 11 then moved within its bear-
ings until the short arm 7 of the lever 5 slips
beyond the shoulder 13 and the long arm 8
of the lever is drawn inwardly, so as to con-
fine the pin 24 within the slot 16. The ring
upon the lower end of the mail-bag can then

‘be slipped over the finger 25 upon the lower

arm 21 1n the usual manner. When the bag
is engaged by the catcher upon the car, it
will be apparent that the pull upon the bag
will cause the rod 11 to slide within its bear-

ings 1n the projections 2 and 3 upon the bar 1

and that when the shoulder 13 slips beyond

the short arm 7 of the lever 5 the long arm 8

of the lever will fall outwardly and release
the pin 24 from the slot 16. One of the great
advantages of this holder resides in the fact
that when the bag is swung into position the
upper arm of the crane protects the parts of
the holder from snow and sleet and the bag

1tself protects the lower end. ' If desired, the

bifurcated end of the rod 11 may also be
formed with a transverse slot 30, through
which the pin 31 in the projection 3 passes,
and these members codperate with the slot
15 1 the oppesite end of the rod and the pin
26 to it the sliding movement of the rod
relative to the base 1.

- Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new is—

1. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a mail-bag, a holder-
frame secured to the bag, a rod slidably
mounted upon the holder-frame, a lever piv-

- otally mounted upon the holder-frame, and

50

a support Ttor the mail-bag, the said rod and
lever codperating with each other to form a
detachable connection with the support.

2. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a mail-bag, a holder-

 frame secured to the bag, a rod slidably

55

‘of the before-mentioned

mounted upon the holder-frame, a lever piv-
otally mounted upon the holder-frame and
comprising two arms arranged at angles to
each other and bearing against opposite sides
I rod, and a support

- for the bag, the said rod and lever codperat-

60
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ing with each other to form a detachable con-
nection with the support.

3. In a device of the character described,

“the combination of a mail-bag, a holder-

frame secured to the bag and formed with
spaced projections, a rod slidably mounted

|

tioned rod, and a sup ,
one arm of the lever being adapted to. hold
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upon the spaced projections, a lever pivot-
ally mounted upon one of the projections
and provided with arms which engage with
the opposite sides of the before-mentioned
rod, and a supportfor the bag, the said rod and

lever codperating with each other to form a

detachable connection with the support.

4. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a mail-bag, a holder-
frame secured to the bag, a rod slidably
mounted upon the holder-frame and ' pro-
vided upon one side with a shoulder, a lever

pivotally mounted upon the holder-frame

70
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and comprising two arms which bear against

opposite sides of the before-mentioned rod,
and a support for the bag, one arm of the be-

Tore-mentioned lever being adapted to hold

the rod against the support when the oppo-
site end of the lever is slipped upon the be-
fore-mentioned shoulder upon the rod, and

to release 1t when the arm is slipped over the

shoulder. .
5. In a device of the character described,

the combination of a mail-bag, 4 holder-
frame secured to the bag, a rod slidably
mounted upon the holder-frame and pro--
vided upon one side with a shoulder, means

for limiting the sliding movement of the rod,
a lever pivotally mounted upon the holder-
frame and comprising two arms which bear
against opposite sides of the before-men-
tioned rod, and a support for the ba

rod against the support when the rod is
moved so as to throw the before-mentioned

shoulder under the opposite arm of the lever,

and to disengage itself from the support upon
a reverse movement of the rod.
6. In a device of the character described,

the combination of a mail-bag, a holder-

frame secured to the bag, a rod slidably
mounted upon the holder-frame and pro-

vided upon opposite sides with shoulders, a
lever pivotally mounted upon the holder-

frame and comprising two arms which en-
gage with opposite sides of the before-men-
ort tor the mail-bag,

the rod in engagement with the support
when the rod is moved so as to throw one of
the shoulders under the opposite end of the
lever, and to allow the support to be disen-
gaged from the rod upon a reverse movement
thereof. |

7. In'a device of the character described,

the combination of a mail-bag, a holder-

frame secured to the bag, a rod slidably
mounted upon the holder-frame and pro-
vided with a groove upon one side and a

shoulder upon the opposite side, a lever piv-
| otally mounted upon the holder-frame and
comprising two arms which bear against op-

posite sides of the rod, and a pin for support-

ing the mail-bag, one of the arms of the le-
1ne the pin within

ver being adapted to conf

o, one
end of the lever being adapted to hold the
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the before-mentioned groove in the rod when
the rod is moved so as to throw the shoulder

- under the opposite arm of the lever, and to

LO

20

release the pin upon a reverse movement of
the rod. '

8. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a mail-bag, a bar secured
to the mail-bag, and provided upon one side
with spaced projections, a_ rod passing
through corresponding openings 1n thetwo
projections and slidably mounted therein,
one end of the rod being bifurcated, and a le-
ver pivotally mounted upon one of the pro-

jections and comprising two arms, one of

which bears against the face of the rod adja-
cent the bar, while the opposite arm passes
through the bifurcated portion of the rod and
bears against the opposite face thereof, and a
support for the bag, the said rod and lever co-
operating with each other to form a detach-
able connection with the support.

9. In a device of the character described,

‘the combination of a mail-bag, a bar secured

to the mail-bag and provided with spaced
projections having openings therein in alme-
ment with each other, a rod shdably mount-

“ed within the openings, the said rod be-

30

ing provided upon one side with a shoul-
der and upon the opposite side with a trans-
verse groove, and having one end thereot bi-

furcated, a lever pivotally mounted upon
one of the projections and comprising two

3

arms, one of which engages with the side of

the rod adjacent the before-mentioned bar,
while the opposite arm passes through the
bifurcated portion of the rod and engages
with the opposite side thereof, and a pin for
supporting the bag, one of the arms of the le-
ver being adapted to confine the pin withm
the before-mentioned transverse slot, when
the rod is moved so as to throw the before-
mentioned shoulder under the opposite arm
of the lever, and to release the pm upon a
reverse movement of the rod.

10. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a mail-bag, a holder-
frame secured to the mail-bag and provided
apon one side with a finger-hold, a rod slid-
ably mounted upon the holder-frame, a lever
pivotally mounted upon the holder-frame,
and a support for the bag, the said rod and

lever codperating with each other to form a

detachable connection with the support.
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In testimony whereof 1 aflix my signature .

in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM . 1. EVEREST. [r.s.]

Witnesses:
Arrie K. FourcH
. A. Dopbp.
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