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" To. all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HErsaEY B..NIssLY; a
citizen of the United States, résiding at Clin-
ton, in the county:of Clinton and State of

_invented :new. and: useful. lm-
provements in Clasps for:Books.and ‘Portio-
is a specification.
“This.invention relates to. a .clasp. particu-
apted for .use.in: connection ~with
_small pass-books, bank-books, pocket memo-

~ randa-beoks, and. other.books.or portfolios;

“and the object:thereof is to provide & clasp.1n

. a manner as hereinafter. more specifically re-
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- ferred -to. for keeping ithe book or portfolio

‘closed. when occasion .so.. requires: and. also
to prevent:the falling or.shpping out. from.the
book or portfolio of any papers or checks:car-

- ried therein.

- "The:invention: further “aims to- provide A
‘clasp for books or portfolios which ‘shall be
simple in .its construction, strong,

~ readily attached to a.book or portfolio; and
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inexpensive to manufacture.

“With the foregoing: and other | obje’cfs” n

view thé invention consists of the.novel-con-

struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts hereinafter more specifically described
and illustrated in the accompanying draw-

ings, wherein is shown the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention; but it is to be under-
stood that changes, variations, and modifica-
tions can be resorted to which come within
the scope of the claims hereunto appended..

In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, and
wherein like reference characters denote cor-

responding parts throughout both views, and
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in which— '

Figure 1 is a view showing a clasp in ac-

~ cordance with this invention, the clasp being

in its inoperative position, and also showing

" the manner of connecting the clasp in posi-

tion: and Fig. 2 is a view showing the clasp
in its operative position for securely closing
the book: - |
By way of example the clasp 18 illustrated
in connection with a small pass-book; but 1t

co is to be understood that the clasp 1s adapted
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for use for any purposes wherein it is found
applicable. '

eferring to the drawings by reference

characters, 1 denotes a book having slidably-
“connected to the inner face of one cover |

.durable,

‘efficient; in: its use, conveniently operated,

thereof (as’shown, the rear . cover) through
ithe. medium of the.retaining means 2 a clasp
| in accordance with: this invention. . Said . re-
' taining means is shown, by way of example,
“as a sheet of:suitable: material, such as paper

| or fabric, said sheet.being secured.to the in-
ner.face.of the cover by an adhesive sub-

stance and provided with a.pair of slits 3.at
the inner portion thereof; said slits:3 being

suitably. spaced  apart, extending. aPProxi-.

mately through half of:the sheet, so-that that
.portion of the sheet at the. outer :end. of the
“slits 3 will form ‘the abutments 4;.said abut-
‘ments constituting a means to arrest the out-
ward: movement ofithe clasp.

" A clasp in accordance with this mvention
is preferably. formed of a single:piece of wire
or ather equivalent material. . Asshown,the

clasp isiformed from a single piece-of mate-
“rial . preferably stout wire, and .comprises a
pair of slidable side members 5, having the
‘inner portion thereof bent at an angle, so as
to form the stop-arms. 6, which. are adapted
to engage the abutment 4 when the clasp 18
‘pulle ‘ _
stop-arms. 6. with ‘the abutment 4. limits. the
.outward movement.of the clasp. The side
‘members 5 have the outer ends thereof bent
upon themselves, so as to form the clamps 7.
'One portion of each of the clamps 7 1s adapt-
ed to engage over the outer face of the other
cover of the book, so as to clamp the two
covers together, thereby securely closing the

| book. The clamps 7 are connected together

by a horizontally-extending member 8, hav-
‘ing angular ends 9, which terminate in the

outwardly. ‘The engagement.of the,
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clamps 7. Said member 8 constitutes a .

spring-bar adapted to bear against the cover
of the book in a manner as shown, thereby
materially assisting in keeping the book se-
curely closed. '

When using the clasp, (it will be assumed
that the position of the clasp is that as shown
in Fig. 1, the clasp being pulled outwardly,)
the book is closed and the clasp 1s then
moved inwardly, so that the clamps 7, as well

as the member 8, will engage the cover of the
book, as shown in Fig. 2, thereby securely re-
‘taining the book in a closed position. To al-
low the book to be opened, the clasp is pulled

outward to the position shown in Fig. 1, and

access can be had to the interior of the book,
or any papers carried by the book can be re-
moved. o -

Having thus fully described my invention,
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2.

what I claim as new; and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is—

1. Aslidable clasp for the purpose set forth,
comprising a pair of slidable side members
each having laterally-extending stops at one
end and the other ends bent to form clamps
having one portion thereof adapted to directly
engage the object to be clamped, and a Spring
connecting-bar between the clamps, said bar
having angularly-disposed end portions ter-

- minating in the clamps.
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- clamps.
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‘retained in

2. A slidable clasp for the urpose set
forth, comprising a pair of slidable side mem-
bers having angular inner ends to constitute

stops and their outer ends bent in sub-
‘stantially a hooked-shaped manner to form

clamps, and a spring-bar interposed between

the clamps and having angularends terminat-

Ing in one end of the clamps. .

3. Aslidable clasp for the purpose set, forth
comprising the combination with a retain-
ing means provided with a pair of stationary

‘abutments, of a pair of slidable side members
position by said means and Er(’)-.

vided with stops adapted to engdge said abut-

-ments to arrest the movement of said meni-

bers, said side members having their outer
ends bent toward their inner ends to form

“clamps ddapted to directly engage the object

to be secured, and g

spring-bar interposed
between and

suitably connected with the

4. A clasp for the purpose described, com-
prising the combination with s
means adapted to be secured to one face of
the object to be clamped, said means pro-

‘vided with a pair of stationary abutments, of

a pair of side. members interposed between

provided with

‘prising the combination

with a pair of slits

the

retaining

826,05%

sald means and that face of the object to
which said means is secured, said members
stops adapted to engage said
abutments so that the movement of the mem-
bers will be limited in one direction, said side
members having their outer ends bent to.
ward their inner ends forming thereby a pair

of clamps adapted to directly engage the ob-
ject for securing it, and a spring-bar inter-
posed between and connected with the clamps
and adapted to bear against another face of
the object, thereby securing 1t when the clasp
is moved to operative position.

5. A clasp %z)r the purpose described, com-
with a retaining
means adapted tobe secured to one face of the
object to be clamped, said means provided
to form abutments, of a
pair of side members interposed between said
means and that face of the object to which said
means 18 secured and provided with stops
adapted to engage said abutments to limit
movement in one direction of the said
side members, said side members having their
outer ends bent toward their inner ends form-
ing thereby a pair of clamps adapted to di-

‘rectly engage the object for retaining it closed,

and a spring-bar interposed betweeh and
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connected with the clamp and adapted to bear

agamst another face of the object when the
clasp is moved to operative position. _
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. | _
HERSHEY B. NISSLY,

Witnesses:

HARRY ALBERT GABRIEL,
G. W. Caristy. = '
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