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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, ELMER E. Davis, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Los
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and

State of California, have invented certain new

and wuseful Improvements in Tongue-Sup-
ports; and 1 do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled 1n the
art to which 1t appertains to make and use

~ the same.
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This invention relates to improvements in
tongue-supports. o |

The object of the invention is to provide a
support for the tongues or poles of vehicles,
whereby said tongues or poles will be yield-
ingly supported, the device being particu-
larly adapted for use in connection with lum-
ber-wagons. -

With the above and other objects in view
the 1mvention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed. ,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertical longitudinal sectional view through
the forward portion of a lumber-wagon, show-
Ing the application of the invention thereto.
Fig. 2 18 a vertical cross-sectional view on the
line 2 2 of Kig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side view of the
support removed Irom the wagon, and Fig. 4
1s a vertical sectional view showing a modi-
1led form of clamping device. _

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes the support, which is here
shown and preferably consists of a flat spring
made up of two or more leaves 2. The leaves
2 are clamped or secured to the inner end or
butt of the tongue by means of a clamping
device 3, which is here shown and preferably
consists of upper and lower clamping-plates
4, sald lower clamping-plate being disposed
beneath the lower leaf of the spring, while the
upper clamping-plate engages the upper side
of the tongue. Near each end of the clamp-
ing-plate 1s formed an aperture through which
1s adapted to be inserted clamping-bolts 5.
On the upper side of the inner leaf of the
spring and between the bolts 5 1s arranged a
block 6, which 1s adapted to engage the un-
der side of the end of the tongue, as shown,

i

- shoulders or flanges 8, located at a
slightly above the spring.

t__he upper 'clamping—plate 4 engaging the top
side of said end of the tongue. On the for-
wardly-projecting threaded ends of the bolts

5 are adapted to be screwed clamping-nuts 7, ss

whereby said spring is secured to the inner
end of the tongue. When the spring is ar-

| ranged 1n the position just described, the for-

ward end of the same will engage the under

side ‘of the tongue, while the rear end of the 60

spring will engage the under side of the axle
and when in this position will yieldingly sup-
port the tongue in a horizontal position.

In Fig. 4 of the drawings is shown a modi-

fied form of clamping device. In this in- 63

stance the bolts 5 are provided with annular
point
: On the bolts 5,
between said shoulders 8 and the spring, is ar-

ranged an apertured clamping-plate 9, corre- 7o

sponding to and between which and the lower
clamping-plate 4 the spring is clamped by
means of the nuts 7. _

The bolts 5 are threaded from their upper

ends to a point near the shoulders 8, and on 45

the same are screwed lower tongue-clamping
nuts 10, above which on the bolts is arranged
a lower tongue-clamping plate 12, corre-
sponding with the upper clamping-plate 4

and between which and said plate 4 isclamped 8o

the tongue 6 by means of clamping-nuts 13,
screwed upon the upper threaded ends of the
bolts 5, as shown. "

From the foregoing description, taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings, 8

the construc¢tion and operation of the inven- -

tion will be readily understood without re-

quiring a more extended explanation.
Various changes in the form, proportion,

and the minor details of construction may be go

resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention. '
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- g5
ters Patent, 15— ' ' '
_The herein-described tongue-support con-
sisting of a curved leaf-spring secured to the
rear end beneath the tongue by means of

bolts at opposite sides of the tongue and 1oo

plates at the top and bottom of said tongue,

| the rear end of said spring bearing under-
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neath the axle and thefront end of said spring | my hand in presence' of two subscribing wit-
bearing underneath the tongue 1n front of 1ts | nesses. | ' -
pivotal point, and a block disposed in trans- _ '

verse alinement with the securing-bolts be- ELMER E. DAVIS.

5 tween the tongue and spring, substantially | Witnesses:
as described. | - Davip C. BUurrEy,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set STEPHEN O. SULLIVAN,
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