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To all whom it maly CONCETT:

Be it known that I, HENRY HOCHREU-
TENER, & citizen of the United States, and a
resident of West Hoboken, in the county of
Hudson and State of New Jersey, have n-

vented a new and useful Improvement in
Fabric-Holding Frames, of which the follow-

~ ingis afull, clear, and exact description.
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TFig. 1.

" The purpose of the invention 1s to provide
a fabric-holding frame esp ecially adapted tor

@se in connection with what 1s known as

and. to so
construct the frame that any desired number
of retaining devices may be employed, which
devices are simple, durable, light, and strong,
and so that by their means any desired num-
ber of pieces of fabric may be quickly and
_convenienﬂy stretched and firmly secured In
their stretched position without danger of
injury to the goods. B
~ "Another purpose of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a fabric-holding frame by means of
which the corner portions of the handker-
chief or like article can be stretched not only
longitudinally of the frame, but also trans-
versely as well, enabling a design—a letter or
the like—to be worked a uniform distance
from the hem or border, no matter how nar-
+ow or how wide the hem or border may be.
The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims. ' _
"~ Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding partsin all the figures.
 Figure 1 is a plan view of a portion of the
improved fabric-holding frame. Xig. 2 1s &
front elevation of the said frame as shown in
Fig. 1. TFig. 3 1s an enlarged longitudinal
taken practically on the line 3 3 of
Fig. 4 is a plan view of a corner por-
tion of the frame, illustrating the applic ation
thereto of an auxiliary clamp, said clamp be-
ing shown used 1n connection with a hand-
kerchief having a narrow border or hem.
Fig. 5 is a view similar to that shown in Fig.
4, showing the
used in connection with a handkerchief hav-
ing a wide hem or border; and Fig. 6 is a side

~ elevation of one of the locking-arms.

7 iwo side bars 10 and 11 of any desired length

55

The body of

portion of the frame consists

and c_onnecting—bar 12, located at one end

the several-

auxiliary clamping device -

—d

[

only of the said side bars. One of the side
bars— theside bar 11—is provided with a rab-
bet 13 in its outer edge, and at the vertical
wall of the said rabbet a metal strip 14.1s se-
cured by means ol screws or pins 15 or their
equivalents. The side bars 10 and 11 are
connected. by retaining devices A, located,
preferably, at regular intervals apart, al-
though I do not contine myself to any par-
ticular number or arrangement of the said re-
taining devices.

Rach retaining device is of the same con-
struction, and a retaining device consists of a
body-bar 16 of sufficient length to extend
well over both of the side pieces 10 and 11 at
their opposing edges, and longitudinal flanges
17 and 17¢, which extend up from the longi-
tudinal edges of the body-bar, together with.
4 central partition 18, parallel with the said
flanges. The flanges 17 and 172 do not ex-
tend quite to the ends of the body-bar, but
are sufficiently long to reach from the 1mner
edge of one side bar to the corresponding
edge of the other; and preferably the parti-
tion 18 is slightly longer than the flanges 17
-nd 17*. In this manner the body-bar of the
retaining device is divided into two longitu-
dinal compartments 19 and 19%. Further-
more, in the construction of the body-bar
slots 20 are made in the bottom portions of
the compartments 19 and 19%, as 1s shown in.
Fig. 3, so that when material is forced down
- £ the said compartments it will be pressed

into the said openings 20 to a greater or lesser’

extent, and thus facilitate the binding action
between the material and the body-bar.
Therefore these openings 20 are preferably
more or less elongated.

One end portion of a body-bar 1s secured,
by means of a screw 21 or its equivalent, to
the side piece 10, while the opposite end 1S
attached to the side piece 11 by a screw 22 or
the like, and at that end of the body-bar
which is located on the side piece 10 opposing
ears 23 are formed, extending upwardly from
the said bar, and a pin 24 is passed through
the two ears, which pins serve to pivot the
outer ends of the two locking-arms % and B/,
each locking-arm being made to extend the
length of one of the compartments 19 and 19®
of the body-bar, and the opposite or free ends
of the said locking-arms extend out beyond
the end of the body-bar attached to the side

reces 11 and over the rabbet 13 in sald side
ar, as is shown in Kigs. 1 and 2. These
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frame, the locking-arms B’

material is

£

locking-arms are held
pivot ends, preferably by means of an inter-
posed spring-washer 25, as is best shown in
Fig. 1, and the said locking-arms are more
or less longitudinally curved, their undec
edges being convexed and their upper edges
concaved, so that when the free ends of the said
locking-arms are pressed down in the com-
partments of the body-bar 16 they will have
tne firmest possible bearing upon the bottom
of the said compartments , as the bars are ren-
dered more or less straight when they are
forced down at their free ends, and after said
bars have been forced down as far as possible
In the said compartments they are locked at
their free ends in any ap{)roved manner—ifor

example, by means of links 27, which are

slipped over the free ends of the said locking- |

arms, and over pins 28, which extend out-
ward from the plate 14, attached to the outer
side edge of the side bar 11 , as 1s particularly
shown in Fig. 2.  Furthermore , I order that
the locking-arms when carried to locking po-
sition shall not eut or in any manner injure
the fabric to be clamped in a compartment
each locking-arm is provided between its
ends with a sleeve 20, of rubber or other
yielding material, the sleeves being of a length
practically corresponding to the length of a
compartment 19 or 192 in the body-bar.
When the fabric 19 is to be stretched in the
and B of the pair
selected to lock the fabric in place are lifted
up at their free ends, and the fabric is then
passed beneath the raised arms, and the edge
of the fabric near which the embroidery is to
be worked is brought as near as may be de-
sired to the inner edge of the side bar 10 of
the frame. The surplus material at each
side of the arms in
itself, as is shown
then the overhanging inner portion of the

end portions of the locking-arms B’ and B,
and the material is stretched as much as Pos-
sible with the hands, and then the locking-
arms upon being forced down and locked in
their fixed position will have stretched the
material between them ags tight as is ever re-

This device is exceedingly simple, it is well
adapted for the purpose intended, and is con-
venlent in operation. It is evident
ohne or more pairs of locking-arms
brought into action, and that ‘when a lock-
Ing-arm is pressed downward and locked the
fabric is crowded into g compartment 19 or
19 In such manner that it cannot be moved
out therefrom until the locking-arms are re-
leased, as is very evident by reference to Fig,
3. It may be here remarked that as a lock-
Ing-arm is not required in the oyuter compart-
ment of the outermost retaining device or
that located near the transverse connecting-

may be

bar 12 such locking-arm has been omitted 1n |

action is then rolled upon |
at 30 in Figs. 1 and 2, and |

carried inward beneath the free |

that any

spaced apart at their |

|

~arched spring upper
“the base-plate, a post 34, which is attached

| handle is carried in an o

896,853

Ifigs. 1 and 3 of the
and 5, however,
1t 1s rarely used.

In Figs. 4 and 5 T have shown the acddition
of a clip C of any approved construetion, lo-
cated on the side bar 10 about an equal dis-
tance between opposing retaining devices
A. This elip C, as llustrated, consists of g
base-plate 32, secured to the side bar 10, an
lip 33, having play on

drawings. In Figs. 4

to the base-plate and extends up through an
opening in the said lip, a spring 33* (shown
by dotted lines) coiled around the post be-
tween the base-plate and the hp, and a handle
39, which is pivoted on the upper end of the
post 34, the said handle at itg pivot end being

such bar is shown, although

70

75

30

provided with a cam-surface 36, so that when

the handle is forced downward and outward,
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5 , the material intro-
duced between the base-plate and the lip will
be firmly engaged and 1eld, and when the
] | posite direction the
lip rises from the base-plate and the material
can be-freed therefrom. This clip C is em-
ployed when the embroidery is to be worked
adjacent to the corner of g handkerchief 39,
for example, and when the hem 37 on such
handkercﬁjef 18 narrow the mouth of the chip

| receives the corner of the handkerchief in sin-

gle thickness; but when the handkerchief is
provided with a wide hem 38, as shown in
If1g. 5, the corner of the handkerchief at the
hem is folded over upon itself, as shown also
in Fig. 5, so as to bring the mouth of the clip
to about the same position relative to the in-
side edge of the hem or border ag it sustained

‘to the inside edge of the narrow border of the

handkerchief shown in Kig. 4.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to seoure by Letters
Patent— _

L. In fabric-holding frames, a frame and
retaining devices secured to the frame com-
prising parallel channel-bars, the channels
being in their upper faces and g longitudinal
partition in the channel of each bar, divid-
Ing each channel-bar into two parallel com-
partments which are open at their ends, a
curved locking-bar having its under surface
convexed operating in each compartment of
each channel-bar t%le length of the compart-
ments, which locking-bars are free at one end
and are pivotally mounted at their opposite
ends, springs at the pivoted ends of the lock-
ing-bars of each channel-bar yieldingly sup-
porting them, fastening devices for the free
ends of the locking-bars, and an elastic sleeve
surrounding each locking-bar for the major
portion of its length between its ends

2. In fabric-holding frames, a frame and
retaming devices secured to the frame com-
prising spaced and parallel channel-bars, the
channels being in their upper faces, and a
longitudinal partition in
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bar, dividing each channel-bar into two par-
allel compartments which are open at their
ends, a curved locking-bar having its under
surface convexed, operating in each compart-
ment of each channel-bar the length of the
compartments, which locking-bars are free at

one end and are pivotally mounted at their OIE)—
the

| Fosite ends, springs at the pivoted ends of

10

ocking-bars of each channel-bar yieldingly
supporting them, fastening devices for the
free ends of the locking-bars, an elastic sleeve
surrounding each locking-bar for the major

portion of its length between its ends, and |

<

clips secured to the frame between the chan- '

nel-bars where the locking-bars are pivoted,” 15

which clips grip and retain the corner por-
tions of a handkerchief while its side por-

‘tions are held under tension by the locking-

bars. .
In testimony whereof I have signed my zo

name to this specification in the presence ot
two subscribing witnesses.

HENRY HOCHREUTENER.
Witnesses:
ULricE EGGENBERGER,
ANNA Nzrr.
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