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To all whom it maly conceri:

Be it known that I, GeorcE H. McMas-
TER, captain, United States Army, a citizen
of the United States, now stationed at Fort
Assinniboine, Montana, have invented a
new and useful Combination Military Tool,
of which the following is a specification.

The primary object of this invention 1s to
provide a device comprising & pair of wire-
cutters and an intrenching-tool.

It is so constructed as to be of minimum
weight and appropriate size and is adapted

casing carried by a soldier’s belt.

In the space between the normally sepa-
rated handles of the wire-cutter is located a
blade or trowel capable of use as an intrench-
ing-tool, suitable means being provided tor
preventing the jaws of the wire-cutter from
separating.

In the special form of device herein shown
the blade is formed integrally with or perma-
nently secured to one of the handles of the
wire-cutter, the unattached edge of the plate
being seated in a groove in the inner face of
the other handle, and the means for locking
the jaws consists of a cap fitting over them

and constituting the handle of the tool.
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In the accompanying drawings, which
illustrate one embodiment of this invention,
Figure 1 is a view showing the stock of a rifle
having in it a cavity in which the appliances
constituting the subject-matter of this in-
vention are stored:; Fig. 2, a side elevation
with the jaw-locking device, constituting the
handle of the intrenching-tool, in longitudinal

.section; Fig. 3, a detail perspective view
-showing the open end of this handle, which.

is adapted to be slipped over the jaws of the

wire-cutter; Fig. 4, a section on the line 4 4

of Fig. 3; Fig. 5, a perspective view of a jaw-
locking handle of circular cross-section; Fig.
6, a similar view showing a double-ended
serew-driver pivotally connected to one of
the handles of the wire-cutter; Fig. 7, a de-
tail sectional view of the rifle-butt plate, hav-
ing a hinged spring-controlled gate or door
opening to the cavity of the butt; Iig. 8, an
elevation of the inside face of the butt-plate,
and Fig. 9 a detail view showing the end of
one of the handles of the wire-cutter formed

as a scoop or gouging-tool.

The combined wire-cutter and pliers, the

‘head or jaw end of which 1s marked a, 1s, eX- |

cept as hereinafter stated, of usual construc- 55 '

tion. The handles b ¢ after diverging from

the pivot of the jaws may be sustantially

parallel or of other appropriate disposition,
leaving, however, between them a substan-
tial space. In the special construction illus-
trated the trowel or blade d, occupying the
space between the wire-cutter handle, may be
slightly inclined transversely
central longitudinal line d’ and hasone lateral
edge formed integrally with or permanently
secured to the handle b and is of such dimen-
sions as to fill the space between the handles.
Its opposite edge 1s seated 1 a groove or
channel in the inner face of the handle ¢, any
suitable provision being made for preventing

toward the
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opening of the jaws and spreading of the han-

dles. The device as thus far described may
be used as an intrenching-tool, the head or
jaws of the wire-cutter constituting the han-
dle. It is preferred, however, that a more
suitable handle of larger dimensions be pro-
vided and that it serve as the means for lock-
ing the jaws. Such a handle ¢ is shown rec-
tangular in cross-section in Figs. 2 and 3 and
that, ¢*,in Fig. 5is circular. It may be com-
posed of a hollow shell ¢, the open end of
which is adapted to pass, with a snug fit,
over the head or jaws of the wire-cutter and
the sides of which are formed with spring-

clips ¢/, that engage notches in the cutter-
handles suitably adjacent the pivot thereof.

The handle ¢ may be removably applied over
the cutter-jaws, as in FFig. 2, and for storing in
the rifle-butt may be disconnected, as in Fig.

1. One of the cutter-handles has its end f

formed as a gouge or scoop, and the other
one has its end ¢ fashioned as a screw-driver.
In addition to the two tools thus formed
upon the wire-cutter I may also pivotally
mount upon the inner face of the grooved
cutter-handle a double-ended screw-driver h,
that may be turned transversely of the han-
dle for use or folded parallel with 1t. |

As seen in Fig. 2, the handle ¢ has an inter-
nal partition of irregular shape, forming a
socket closely fitting the head of the wire-
cutter, and since it 1s best that the handle
should be of greater length the outer portion
thereof may be used as an oil-receptacle ¢,
into which projects an oiling-pin carried by a
screw-plug. -The gate i’ of the butt-plate 2
swings upon hinge-pins 7, extending through
posts on the rear face of the plate and has
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~cutter, an excavating-blade permanently se-

> ' 825,749

squared butts &, upon which bear the ends of
a leat-spring m, attached to a post m’ and
acting to hold the gate either open or closed.

I claim as my invention—

1. A combination-tool comprising a wire-
cutter, an excavating-blade held in the space
between the handles of the cutter and a han-
dle of the tool fitting over and locking the

jaws of the cutter. S
2. A combination-tool comprising a wire-

cured at one 'side to a handle of the cutter

and having its opposite side interlocked with

the other handle thereof and a handle for the

tool comprising a member fitting over and 153

locking the jaws of the cutter. ,
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-

scribed my name. . |
' GEO. H. McMASTER.

Witnesses: |
Rosr. I. FLEMING,
C. R. HarBaN. "
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