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To all whom &t M, conecern.

Be it known that I, Wirriam S. BowIg, of
Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massachu-
setts, have invented an Improvement in

s Hammocks, of which the following descrip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying
drawings, is a specification, like characters
on the drawings representing like parts.

This invention relates to hammocks, and

10 hasforitsobject to construct a hammock with
a sultable horizontally - disposed mattress-
receiving portion, and a flexible back portion
rising from the rear edge of said mattress-re-
ceiving portion, which conforms to the back

1z of the user when using the hammock as a
seat, and to provide a hammock having a hori-
zontal mattress-receiving portion and a back
and which is adapted to be suspended from
and supported by a single hook or other over-

20 head support, with means preferably made
adjustable for holding said back at a rear-
ward inclination. -

Figure 1 shows in front elevation a ham-
mock embodying this invention. Iig. 2

25 shows in side elevation the hammock shown
in Fig. 1. Figs. 3 and 4 are details of the
mattress or cushion which may be employed.
Fig. 5 is a sectional detail of the seat and
mattress or cushion thereon. _

30 A strip of canvas or other material 1s cut or
formed of suitable shape to present, when
properly fashioned, a horizontally-disposed
mattress-receiving portion or seat a and a
flexible back b, rising trom the rear edge of

35 the portion a, said strip being of a width to
provide a mattress-receiving portion long
enough for the person to lie upon with ease
and comfort. At the front edge of the por-
tion a a bar @’ is secured, which extends the

4o full length of said portion and gives to 1t a

' stiffened edge. At the upper edge oi the
flexible back b asimilar bar " 1ssecured, which
extends the full length of said back. 7To the
middle portion of the bar b’ aloop cisattached,

45 as at ¢/, and to said loop a pulley ¢* 1s con-
nected, around which passes a chain ¢?, which
extends up to and is connected with a ring d,
said chain ¢ being adjustable as to its length
by providing its lower end with a hook ¢,

to adapted to engage any one of the links of the

“" chain. To the front bar ¢’ at a point near

cach end thereofachain eis attached-—as, for |

" instance, said chain may pass through an eye

¢’ secured to the bar—and said chains extend

up to and are connected with the ring d. 55
These chains areadjustable as to their length,
like the chain ¢ -

A spreader is placed between the front
chains ¢ ¢ and the back of the hammock,
which is herein represented as a pair of bars f, 6o
which cross each other at a point substan-
tially midway their length and which are piv-
otally connected together, said bars having
downwardly-turned rear ends provided with
engaging pins 1/, which engage eyes f* on the 65
bar 6/, and having their Forward ends pro-
vided with engaging pins f°, which engage
the links of the chains e e. By means of this
spreader the back is held positively at a rear-
ward inclination and the front chains are 7o
held separated. By moving the forward
ends of the spreader into engagement with
different links of the chains the rearward mn-
clination of the back may be adjusted.

Believing myself to be the first to provide 75
a spreader or other means which when 1nter-
posed between the back and the front chains
or other suspended flexible supports will
serve to hold the back at a rearward inclina-

tion, I do not limit my invention to the con- 8o

struction of the spreader nor the means em-
ployed for this purpose. The particular
form of spreader herein shown, however, 1s
more or less elastic, 4 result which 1s due to
the inherent elasticity of the bars and the 3s
manner that they are connected together,
and such elastic form of spreader possesses
qualities which are very desirable for use in
the hammock herein shown, as 1t provides
for the hammock yielding slightly, but enough go
to satisfy the requirements.

The ring d is secured to a chain d’, which 1s
attached to any suitable hook or other sub-
port. -
An upholstered mattress or cushion is pro- 95
vided for the seat portion @, which extends
the full width and length of said seat portion,
and sald mattress or cushion preferably con-
tains within it, at or near each end, a bar ¢,
which stiffens the mattress or cushion, so
that when the mattress or cushion is placed
upon the seat said seat portion will be held 1n
a horizontal plane. The seat portion a1s cor-
rectly disposed relative to the back b, so that
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~a very comfortable seat is provided, yet said

1O

seat portion is primarily designed to receive
a mattress and 1s of adequate dimensions.
The hammock thus described is supported

by a single hook or other support, and 1t is -

therefore free to swing. A portable support

-1 herein shown for the hammock, adapted to

be used indoors, and said support comprises
a pair of upright bars m, having forwardly-

projecting upper ends, and cross-bars m’ at

the upper and lower ends of said bars, and in-
termediate braces m? and a pair of chains m®
are attached to the upper ends of said bars
which extend to eyes or hooks m*, which are
screwed 1nto the wall of a room, the device
being placed against the wall of the room

when 1n use.

20

ters Patent, 1s—

Having thus described my invention, what
L claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

)

1. A hammock consisting of a strip of flexi-
ble material, a horizontal bar at each end
thereof, flexible supports attached to said
bars for holding them at different elevations,
a spreader for said supports, and a flat mat-
tress placed upon said strip adjacent the low-

825,700

ermost bar to provide a flat seat at the lower

end of an upright rearwardly-inclined back,

substantially as described. -

2. A hammock consisting of a horizontal
mattress-receiving portion and a back, a bar
at the front edge of said mattress-receiving
portion, and a bar at the upper edge of said
back, suspended flexible supports for said
hammock attached at their lower ends to

sald bars, and a spreader consisting of a pair

30

35

of bars, disposed crosswise and pivotally con-

nected together, having rear engaging ends

which engage the upper bar and having for-

ward engaging ends which engage the front
flexible supports, to thereby hold the back
at a rearward inclination and the front flexi-
ble supports separated, substantially as de-
scribed. |

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM 5. BOWIE.

Witnesses:

B. J. Novxzs,
H. B. Davis.
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