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To all whom Tt maly conceri:

Be it known that we, THERON SAMUEL
CarrERTY and ALFRED JouN HAYDEN, citi-
zens of the United States, residing at Topeka,

¢ Kansas, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Devices for Handhng
Railroad - Ties, of which the following 1s 2
spectfication. '

Thepresent invention relates to a device for

ro lifting and handling railroad ties or sleepers
and setting in place mn the road-bed.

‘The object of the invention is to provide a

device by which ties of all sizes may be readily

handled without damaging the tie or sleeper |

15 10 any way.
 The invention includes the features of con-
struction hereinafter described, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.
It isillustrated in the accompanying draw-
20 Ings, in which—
Figure 1 is an elevation of the device.
Fig. 2 is a view at right angles to Fig. 1. Fig.
3 1s a detail view.
In the drawings the device is shown as con-
2c sisting of two arms A, which are of flat metal,
such as steel, of suitable size, pivoted togetlrer
at the overlapping portion, the pivot being
indicated at B. Slightly below the pivot 1t
will be seen that the arm portions extend out-
30 wardly as indicated at a and thence down-
wardly, as indicated at @/, having at their
Jower ends angular bent portions a*, serrated
on their inner edges, as indicated at @ to
form teeth or eripping portions for engaging
35 the opposite sides of the tie and preventing
slipping, the teeth being beveled to a point
from the under side, as shown.
Above the pivot B the arms are curved
oradually outward, the upper portions being
10 formed into rounded or cylindrical shape, as
indicated at ¢®, and bent to form handles a*.
When a tie is to be handled, the handles
are grasped by both hands and separated,
~ thus separating the gripping-jaws, which are
45 placed over the tie. The drawing of the
handles together causes the gripping-jaws to
engage the opposite sides of the tie, the out-
wardly curve of the arms giving ample lever-

| arm gripping the tie on

ace to prevent the gripping-jaws from slip-
ping, and the tie may thus readily be hfted
and deposited in any desired place or moved
into any desired position. The oTippIng
portions are readily released from the tie by
pressing the handles apart, and a new hold
may be taken at any point deemed necessary
as the tie is moved to its desired position, the
each side without
any damage whatever to the tie, thus avold-

' ing the constant injury to the tie from custo-

mary use of the pick which the present 1m-
plement supersecdes.

We find it desirable to provide the device
with a small chain @® of suitable length and
fastened thereto upon each arm or handle
portions about middle way between the pivot
and handholds for the purpose of prevent-
ing the handles from spreading too far apart
should one handle be left to hang loose, the
said chain being of sufficient length as to al-
low the arm portions below the pivot to sep-
arate about fourteen inches or so.

Having thus described our invention,
what we claim 15—

1. In a device of the class described, a
pair of arms pivotally connected together
and having outwardly curved or separated
portions below the pivot provided with grip-
ping teeth or serrations, and diverging por-
tions above the pivot terminating in grasp-
ing-handles, and a chain having 1ts ends fix-
edly connected to the arms above the pivot,
substantially as described.

9. Tn a device of the class described, a pair
of arms pivoted together and having manipu-

lating-handles at their upper ends, said arms

having angularly-bent portions at their lower
ends provided with teeth or serrations, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof we aflix our signa-
ture in presences of two witnesses.

THERON SAMUEL CAFFERTY.
ALFRED JOHN HAYDENX.

Witnesses: -
JouN T. ANDERSON,
W. C. LoUDEs.
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