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JOHN W. TRICKETT, OF ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURL
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Specification of Letters Patent.
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To all whom Tt may concern: -

Be it known that I, Jorx W. TRICKETT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Joseph, in the county of Buchanan and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trick Telephones, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved trick
telephone, and has for its objects the prowvi-
ston of a simple substantial instrument for
surprise and amusement and from the use of
which no material damage can occur to per-
sons or property. I attain these objects by
the mechanism illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— 1

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section cut verti-
cally through the back, the battery-box, and
push-buttons, and a rear elevation of mech-
anism as the parts appear in position for set-
ting and loading. Hig. 2 is a rear view of in-
strument, showing parts of mechanism in po-
sition after discharging, certain parts being
broken away to avoid obscurity. Fig. 3is a
side elevation of certain parts and a longitu-
dinal section cut vertically through the cen-
ter of mock transmitter-case and ejector
therein. Iig.41sa top plan of my invention,
showing parts in position as seen in Fig. 1.

Fig. 51s an enlarged side elevation of the tube.

or barrel and its attached parts. Fig. 61s an
enlarged view of parts seen in Ifig. 2 and also
arear view of a mechanical trigger-pull. Fig.
7 18 a view of one of the various harmless mis-
siles which may be used. -

The preferred form of my invention in its
outward appearance is made as nearly an ex-
act duplicate of the telephone instrument
now most generally 1n use as is practicable,
consisting of a back-piece 1, to which is se-

cured the false back 2, having openings 3 and |

4 1n the false back 2, to which is hinged the
pivot-board 5 by hinges 6 and 7. Pivot-
board 5 rotates on hinges 6 and 7 and carries
an electrically-released spring-actuated dis-
charging mechanism for discharging a car-
tridge 33, a transmitter-case 23, in which is
an electrically-released spring-actuated ejec-

tor-tube 22 for ejecting a harmless missile 25,

and a magneto-case 50, on which an electric-
ally-operated alarm-bell 43 is mounted.
Pivot-board 5 also carries a pivotally-at-
tached spring-actuated hooked bracket 17,
from the iree end of which 1s removably sus-
pended the mock receiver 16, the weight of

| onto electrode 20 for closing at this point the

heremafter-described alarm-circuit.

When mock receiver 16 is removed from
bracket 17, lifting-spring 18 draws bracket 17
from electrode 20 upward against electrode

44, thus closing the hereinafter-described re-
leasmg-circutt, as seen in Kigs. 2 and 6. To

the false back 2 (see Fig. 1) is attached (in
any usual well-known manner) the battery-
box 8, containing battery 9, provided with
electric conductors for an alarm-circuit and a
releasing-circuit and a push-button 10.

~ Referring to Hig. 6, the hereinbefore-men-
tioned discharging mechanism is composed
of the following parts: the tube or barrel 34,
adapted to receive cartridge 33, a breech-
block 32, pivotally secured to barrel 34 by
pivot 32° and rotatable from position seen in
Kig. 5 to position seen in Fig. 6 for allowing
insertion into and the retention of cartridge
33 1n barrel 34, a firing-pin 322, slidable 1n
and carried by breech-block 32, the gun-
hammer 26 pivotally attached at 262 to pivot-

‘board 5, the driving-rod 29 slidable on and

gulded by screw-stud 30, two actuating-
springs 31, having their lower extremities at-
tached to said rod 29 and their upper extrem-
1ties secured at 312 to
upper end of rod 29 1s pivotally attached to
hammer 26, thus forming a spring-actuated
hammer 26 for striking firing-pin 322, which
completes the firing mechanism.

Referring to Fig. 1, the electrical releasing
mechanism of the before-described firing
mechanism is composed of latch 27, adapteﬁ
to engage and releasably hold the free end of
gun-hammer 26, the trigger 28 releasably sup-
porting the weighted extremity of said latch

27 and their respective pivots 28% and 27%, by

which said trigeer 28 and lateh 27 are secured
to pivot-board 5, together with the following
parts: an electromagnet 46 for rotating trig-
ger 28 from position seen 1n Kig. 1 to position
seen In If1g. 2, a battery 9 for energizing said
magnet, the electric conductors, wire 47,

- electrode 44, bracket 17, (when in position

seen 1n Figs. 2 and 6,) pivot 19, wire 41, hinge
7, wire 42, wire 14, push-button 10, wire 15,
hinge 6, and wire 45, for forming releasing-
circuit from battery 9 through magnet 46
upon the closing of said circuit by pressing
push-button 10. . :
Referring to ¥ig. 3, in transmitter-case 23
1s slidably mounted the ejector-tube 22, hav-

pivot-board 5. The
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55 which depressgs the free end of said bracket | ing a flange 222, which is releasably engaged 110
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Dby the lower extremity of rod 29. 35 desig-

“back-piece 1 at its rear end.

IO
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nates a plunger-rod slidably |
tube 22 and flange 222 and abutting against
352 designates
a plunger-spring compressed between the
front end of plunger-rod 35 and a fixed parti-
tion 22° in tube 22 for actuating ejector-
tube 92 In the front end portion of tube 22
is seen a harmless missile 25, preferably
common white flour, and on tube 22 the re-
movable perforated cap or cover 24 for re-
leasably retaining missile 25 in place. At
92¢ i deen the inner tube-guide, which also
acts as a stop for flange 222, 23° is the ordi-
nary bell-mouth of transmitter-case 25. -
When firing mechanism is electrically re-
leased, rod 29 1s drawn upward by spring 31
arid the lower end of rod 29 is carried above
and from engagement with flange 22% on
tube 22. thus releasing said tube, which by

‘spring 35%, compressed by plunger-rod 35,

will elastically press against partition 22V
driving tube 22 outward until suddenly
stopped by flange 222 striking against inner

tube-guide 22¢, upon which the inertia of

powder or harmless missile 25 will cause the

30

d

same
24 from tube 22 through bell-mouth 232
"The before-méntioned electrically oper-
ated alarm mechanism is composed of the bell
43, its hammer-carrying armature 37, elec-
tromagnet 39, and battery 9 for energizing

électromagnet 39, together with the follow- |

ing electric conductors: wire 36, hinge 6, wire
15, push-button 10, wire 14, wire 42, hinge 7,
wire 41, pivot 19, bracket 17, (when in posi-
tion seen in Fig. 1,) electrode 20, wire 40,

wireé 38, and armature 37, the whole arranged,

- as seen in Fig. 1,to act asan ordinary electric-
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~ bracket 17, releases fastening 21, and rotates

Bell alarm upon pressing push-button 10.
In Fig. 3, 21 designates the fastening for
securing the free edge of pivot-board 5 to
back-prece 1. . - |
~1In Figs. 3 and 4 1s seen the.idle crank 48,
by the rotation of which an electrically-oper-
ated alarm may be given the deceptive ap-
pearance of being sounded by a crank-oper-
ated magneto call. Telephone-cords 49 are
used for deception. In the installation of
my invention back-piece 1 is releasably se-
cured to the wall of a room or any similar
fixed support. Electric conductors 12 and
13, preferably hidden, are secured to con-
ductors 14 and 15and extended to any desired
distant fixed object 18 and connected with
the hereto-attached push-button 11, after
which the instrument is ready for setting and
loading. L - .
_ The operation of the device is as follows:
The operator places mock receiver 16 upon

pivot-board 5 on hinges 6 and 7 to the posi-

- tion seen in Figs. 1 and 4, carrying the be-

fore-mentioned parts into convenient posi-

tion. for setting and loading. The operator |

mounted 1

to be ejected through perforated cover

825,621

first withdraws ejector-tube 22 from trans-
mitter-case 23, removes preferably-perforated
cap or cover 24, (seen 1n Fig. 3,) and 1nserts
commion white flour or other harmless sub-
stance 25 to the position seen, replaces cap
24 and ejector-tube 22 in position In trans-
fitter-case 23, as seen in Figs. 1 and 4, with

the rear end of plunger-rod 35 projecting

backward beyond flange 22%, as best seen n
Fig. 4. The operator now grasps gun-ham-

9262 from the position seen in Fig. 2 to the po-

sition seen in Fig. 1, then rotates latch 27 on

its pivot 27* into engagement with hammer
26, upon which the trigger 28 will by gravity

70

75

‘mer 26 and rotates said hammer on its pivot

So

rotate on its pivot 282 to the position seen in

Fig. 1. Hammer 26 will m its downward
travel drive its pivotally-attached rod 29 to
the position seen in Fig. 1 and elastically ex-
tend the two springs 31.  After the foregomg
setting operation the operator rotates breech-
block 32 to the position seen in Fig. 5, inserts
a blank cartridge 33 in barrel 34, and allows

‘breech-block 32 to gravitate to positicn seen

in Fig. 1, after which the operator rotates
pivot-board 5 on hinges 6 and 7 from position
seen in Fig. 1 and Fig. 4 until said board 5
and its attached parts are in position seen in
Figs. 2 and 3. - In the before-described rota-
tion of pivot-board 5 on its hinges 6and 7 the
projecting rear end of plunger-rod 35 (see Fig.
4) is carried to and stopped by its abutment

Q0
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against back-piece 1 and by the continued ro-

tation of pivot-board 5 tube 22 is carried to
the position seen in Fig. 3, compressing plun-
ger-spring 85° between partition 22° and
plunger-rod 35. The free edge of pPIVOL-
board 5 is secured to false back 2 by fastening
21, upon which the setting and loading opera-
tions are complete, and the instrument 1s
ready for use to harmlessly surprise a person,
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(not ShOWn,) and whom I shall for brevity -

call the ‘‘victim,” and by such surprise of
said victim amuse the operator and other be-
holders. The operator presses push-button
11, sounding alarm-bell 43, upon which the
operator (not shown) Jifts receiver 16 from
bracket 17, indulges in a mock telephonic

11O

conversation into the mouthpiéce 23* of

transmitter-case 23, and afterward calls the
victim by name to the instrument, hands said
vietim the mock receiver 16, then goes to dis-
tant push-button 11, and while said victim is
vainly trying to receive a telephonic message

by holding mock receiver to his ear and

shouting into transmitter-mouthpiece 23%
the operator presses distant push-button 11,
closing the before-described release-circuit,

Tt is evident from the foregoing that the
operator may while sounding alarm-bell 43
simultaneously rotate idle erank 48 and ap-

pear to be operating a_magneto call instru-

ment or that while the vietim is holding
mock receiver 16 off bracket 17 that the re-
lease-circuit, as described, may be closed by
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pressing push-button 10. It is also evident
that any number of suitably-located and con-
nected push-buttons 11 could be used and
that a mechanically-operated pull 51, or
both, (see Iig. 6,) upon trigger 28 could be
used without departing from the spirit of my
invention, or that an elastic ball 53, (see Fig.
7,) light ol weight, or other harmless missile
could be mserted in the uncapped outer end

of tube 22 and be equivalent to powder 25, all
of which I reserve the right to do.

Having fully described my invention, what

I claim as’new and original, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, 1s— -

1. In a trick telephone a hinge-supported
prvot-board, having a pivotally-attached re-
ceiver-bracket, an electrode, a release-cir-
cuit, a spring tor lifting the free end of said
bracket 1nto contact with said electrode,
thereby forming a releasing-circuit, an elec-

tric battery in said circuit and suitably-situ-

ated means for closing said. circuit, a barrel
adapted to hold a cartridge, a breech-block
pivotally attached to said barrel, a firing-pin
1n sald breech-block, a hammer pivotally at-
tached to said pivot-board and adapted to
strike said firing-pin upon the closure of said
circuit, a driving-rod pivotally attached to
sald hammer, actuating-springs for said rod,
a latch pivotally attached to said pivot-
board, having one extremity releasably en-
gaging the free end of said hammer a trigger
having one end pivotally attached to said
pivot-board and its free end releasably en-
ogaging the other end of said latch, and an
electromagnet m said circuit adapted to draw

3

the iree end of said trigger from engagement
with said latch, upon the closing of said cir-
cuit.

2. In a ftrick telephone, an ejector-tube
having i1ts forward end adapted to receive a
harmless missile, and its rear extremity pro-
vided with a flange, a retaining-rod in releas-
able engagement at its lower extremity with
sald flange; a fixed parfition in said tube, a
spring adapted to press against said partition
in said tube; a back-piece, a plunger-rod hav-
mg 1ts rear end abutted against said back-
piece and its front end compressing said
spring, means for lifting said retaining-rod
from said engagement with said flange and a
stci)p for suddenly stopping said flange, and
tune.

3. Ina trick telephone, a magneto-case, an
electric bell mounted on said case, an electric
battery for sounding said bell, suitable con-
ductors and a gravitatable switch, whereby
an alarm-circuit is formed through said bat-
tery and electric bell, when said switch is i
one position, and one or more circuit-closers
for said alarm-circuit; a detonating mechan-
ism, an ejecting mechanism, means for hold-
mg and electric meansforreleasing said mech-
anisms, when said switch is in its other posi-
tion.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. TRICKETT.

Witnesses:
GEORGE W. HINTON,
AvLrrED P. KELLER.

40

45

5C

55

6o



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

