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-~ To all whom it may concern: . [ zontal for o short distance, as seen at 17, and:
- Beit known that I, Winiiam J. McWADE, { from such horizontal portion they extend
‘& citizen of the United States, residing in | downwardly in sccordance with the incling-
~ Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of | tion given the bodies. By Q}.‘{}jeﬂting the
g Tllinois, have.invented & new and useful | bodies inwerdly and downwardly,ds thus de- 6o
"~ Improvement in Combination Mail-Boxes, | scribed, I am enabied to iusert the boxes mx
Speaking-Tubes, &c., of which the following | recesses ordinarily formed in four-inch parti-
18 a spectfication. © | | - | tlons or readily formed in walls'of that thick-
~ -+ . In my present invention I aim io reduce | ness, and the wall-space coverad is only about
1o the amount of wall-room and to bring thé | one-third of that usually requwed; also, by 65
- mail-boxes, together with their spsaking- | superposing the-boxes and consiructing them
“tubes and electric calls, in a very much more | as described I am enabled to greatly econo-
 compact form than hgretofore without de- | mize the manufacture, as the number of
. tracting in any way from their utility and | jointsin the sheot metal is greatly reduced,
15 also to cheapen the cotstruction. The main | - The doors are provided with focks 18 and je
" feature of the invention is found in the ap- | may be swung open far encugh to enable the
~ rangement hereinafter degscribed of the mail- | insertion of the hand. 'They are /IS0 Pro-
© boxes with the tubes and calls. The inven- | vided with swinging __.SESf}iGHSﬁ, consighing of
. tion also embodies other details of impor- | the glass window 19 and its Swinging {ramé |
20 tance, which sre fully set forth below and | 20,adepted to be swunginward atthe bottom 75
© ghownin the accompanying drawings. | for the insertion in the box of the moail, A
Referring to said drawings, Figure 1 is a | letter 21 is shown in one of the boxes a8 hav-
~ front elevation of & series or battery of mail- | ing been inserted in this way, the hinged win-
. boxes with their accornpanying tubes and | dow being shghtly openr. .The hinged win- -
2¢ calls.. TFig. 2isa vertical section of the same, | dow may also be provided with & carc-holder &
" Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are detail sections onlines 3 3, | 22, if desired. B
44 and 550f Figs. 1and2. . |« dmmediately above each door 12 1s lo-
~ In said drawings, 10 represenis s metal | cated the w uthplece 23 of the speaking-
- plate or frame forming the front of a series or | tabe and the push-button 24 of the flat or
30 Eattery of three meil-boxes and their corre- | apartment to which the mail-box is allotted. 85
 sponding speaking-tubes and slectric calls, | These devices are attacs 2d to the cross mem-
he ' matl- %{ﬂmes Cinstead -of being formed | bers 25 of the plate 10, and the push-buitons
wholly in the front of the battery, as inthe old | are proviced with electrical connections 206
 construction, are now let into the wall of the | in the usual manner. The mouthpiece 23 of
35 buildings in & downwardly-iaclined direction, | snch speaking-tube conndets with a diagonai go
7 so'that the portion of the box exposed at the | pipe or passage-way 27, extending lateraily
- front of the battery is but littls larger than & | and horizontally to & junciion with the in-
‘ eross-section of the box. Ths boxes are ar- | clined tube 28, extending upwardly through
 ranged in vertical series, ons on top of sn-| the box or boxes in the case of all except the
40 other, end in the exposed ends are located | upper BOX. The tubes are adapted to be em- o,
" the doors 12, whereby ths tenant gains sc- | bodied 1o the boxes without, however, inter-
cess to the boxes for withdrawing the meil. | fering with the mpsil - matter, inesmuch as
‘These doors swing down fromn the top on | they are losated close to one of the side walls
end pivots 13. * The bodies of the boxes are | 15, and by thus locating thern I avoid eny -
45 formed of sheet metal and are largely inte- | necessity of separsting the boxes irom each roc
- gral with one another. Thus the sirip 14, | other or widening the structure to obtain
which forms the top of the upper box; ex- | room for the tubes. 'The tubes. 28 project
. tends downward, forming 8 back for all of | from the boxes<in any suitabie manner whicit
- 'the'series and also the lower side of the lower | will permit them to be joined to the pipes of
%0 box, and the side walls 15 of tho series may | the building, and those poriions of them lo= .zox
~ each be formed from s singlo sheet. The di- | cated within the boxss may ve formed
~ vision-plates 16 éach form the bottom of one | agamst the sidé wall 15, which may and prei-
- box and the top of an-adjacent one, and they | erably does form one side of thie tube, as
| are united to the side walls end to the back, | shown at ¥ig. 5.

s »

55 .and at their front ends they are made hori- | The moutopiece 23 i prefernbly formed of 11¢
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sheet metn!,
1t and turned outward in such manner that
when the inner end of the mouthpiece is
p-shed through the opening in the plate 10
these tongues will as soon as they have passed
the plate 10 spring out and lock the mouth-
plece in position. The push-button is pro-

vided with a sheet-inetsl guide or cap 30, .

which is provided with a hook 31, adapfed vo
be inserted through the opening 32 in the

plate 19 and to lock against the inner surface

of the plate, as seen at Fig. 4. At the side

opposite to this hook the part 30 is secured to |
the block 33 by the serew 37, and the block is

rigidly held to the plate 10 by the screw 34,
this form of attachinent permitting the very
ready attachment and detachment of the
push-buttou. The electric wires are
ably supported in the passage-way under the

fibes 28, formed by the diagonal strip 353, se- |
' the boxes, the tubes passing at an angle up-

cured to the side wall 15 and the under side
of the tube 28. 36 represents the marble or
other finish exployed for the surfacing of the

partition or wall to which the mail-boxes are

applied. . -

While T have shown a battery of three
boxes with their accompanying tubes and
calis 1t will be understood that I do not wish
to be limited to any number, as many fea-

tures of the invention are adapted to be used |

with a greater number of boxes and with a
less number. I contemplate using it in pri-
vate residences where only a single box is
needed. The face-plate 10 is made, as will
ne undersiood, to fit the number of boxes em-
ployed and-may be stamped from sheet
metal, | -

In order that the mail - matter mav he
clearly observed through the window of the
boxes, 1 provide within the boxes mirrors or
reflectors 40, as Seen at Fig. 2. These reflec-

tors need to be applied only to the under sur- |

faces of the division-plate 16 and the tube 14.
1 clalm-— - -
1. The combination of a series of inclined

letter-boxes arranded in rows or banks, and a

refer- |
petween the doors of the adjacent boxes at
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and tongues 29 are punched in 1 and the tubes being. arranged. within the

boxes and passing through them at an angle
upward and backward.

4, The combination with the wall of the
building, of the battery of mail-boxes and
speaking-tubes, the hoxes being arranged
one above another with their bodies project-
ing inwardly and downwardly in the wail,
and portions of the tubes being formed in
part by the metal of the boxes and being ar-
ranged within the hoxes, substantially as set
forth. -

5. The combination with the wall of the
building, of the battery of mail-boxes, speak-
ing-tubes and call-buttons, the boxes being
arranged one above another with their bodies
projecting  downwardly into the wall, and
the tubes and button-wires heing arranged

the iront and passing through the interior of

wardaly and backwardiy through the baxes,
substantially as set forth.

6. The mail-box for apartment, and other
outldings arranged in an inclined position in
the wall of the building and having & window
at its upper end, and a.reflector at.the back
of the Tg)ox adapted to catch the light from
the window and illuminate the lower end. of
the box, said window being also arranged for
observation of the interior of the box and. to
receive from the bottom of the box and from
the reflector the return rays of light.

7. The combination with the wall of the
butlding, of the mail-box for apartment and
other buildings arranged
tion 1in the wall of the building and having a
door at 1ts upper end, with a speaking-tube

- passing through the upper end of the box,

such tube being positioned in the box at the
side thereof andrat an angle, substantially as
set forth. ' | ' _

5. A series or set of inclined letter-boxes
cach having an observation-opening, the di-

viding partitions between upper and lower

——mr—rm r .

sertes of speaking-tubes arranged with their |
wouthpieces in lunnediate proximity to the |

sidas of the latter, essentially as and [or the
purnose set forth, -
2. The battery of letter-boxes and speak-

boxes having reflectors, and the inclination

of ths: boxes heing of the proper angle to di-

rectnght, by means of such reflectors, from

corresponding boxes, a portion of the tubes | sueh openitigs to the bottoms of the boxes

puessing upwardly through the boxes ut the " and from the bottoms of the boxes to such

Copeings, substantinlly as and for the pur-

'r

boxes arranged in rows or bunks, a corre-
cextending mward for the same distance, and

spondlii.e series of speaking-tubes anud a {roni

prate for the buttery, thetubes having theie !

mouihoieces secured In the eposs members of
the plate 2304 passing within and through the
i ferent distances from the frone of the hoxes,
Csubstantially as set forth.
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speaxking-tubes, the boxes bemg
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- one shove another with their bodies project- .
65 g inwardiy and downwardly in the wall, |

- poses descrihed,

O. A sericsorset ol letter-boxes inechined as

ing-tubes, consisting of a series of letter- | deseribed. and a speaking-tube  asranged

within and ot the side of each box, each tube

‘extending thence transverselv of the boxes to

the top of the series whete their connection

cends are (n fine one behind the other at dif-

| WILLIANM J 3lewabis,
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B, AMuspary,
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in an inclined. posi-
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