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To all whom it MQY CORCErn.:

Be it known that I, Wirriam 1. T Fog--

DICK, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Bridgeport, county of Fairfield, State of

Connecticut, have invented g new and useful

Shutt er-Closing
chines, of which
tion.

Mechanism for Voting-Ma-
the following is a specifica-

This invention relates o that portion of

the mechanism of a
to do with °
The term °

voting-machine that has
‘Independent voting,” so called.
‘Independent voting” is used as
descriptive of a style of voting which
enables an independent voter to cast his vote
for candidates of
all of the offices to be voted for wholly inde-
pendently of party nominations. Independ-
ent voting is performed by writing

a vote upon an independent-voting sheet,
which is passed from a supply-roller to a re-
cerving-roller as fast asit is used. Voting-ap-
ertures, to which the mdependent -voting
sheet lies contiguous, are
shutters, each: of which when opened dis-
closes sufficient of the votin
a single vote to be written thereon: = After
voting, the voter operates mechanism which
closes all shutters that have been opened and
locks all of the shutters in the closeg position.,

The present invention consists in certain
constructions and in certain
inents, and combinations by which al
shutters are moved to the closed position by
the final aet of the voting operation. .

Wit] this object in view I have devised the
novel mechanism which I will now describe,
referring. to the '

open

3

. » ’ ] '
reference characters to indicate. the severs

narts. .- x
Kigure 1 isan elevation 1lustrating the con-
of my novel shutter-

being in the open position
closed and the closing-bar being shown in full
Iines in the normal or retracted position and
1 dotted lines in the operative or closing po-
sition; Fig. 2 a horizontal section on the line
2 21n Kigs. 1 and 3 looking down ; and Fig. 3
1S an eng elevation, partly broken away, as
seen from the right in Figs. 1 and 2 , the oper-
ating mechanism being removed. |

his own selection for any or

the names
of persons for whom the voter desires to cast

normally closed by |

g-sheet to permit.

parts, improve-

| the face-plate w

L

pins which project outward from t
bar are rigidly secured
| to.upper and lower racks, (indicated, respec-

F , by 16 and 17,) which reciprocate in -

stood that while

e

10 denotes the face-plate of the machine,
which is provided with horizontal voting-ap-
ertures 11, shown as placed in vertical aline-
ment. The independent-voting sheet, the
rollers by which it is carried, the mechanism

whi E it is operated, the shutter-locking
mechanism, and the voting mechanism form
no portion of the present invention and gre
therefore omitted for the sake of clearness. -
12 indicates ways upon the inner side of
hich receive the shutters 13 ,
each shutter being shown as provided with a
pin. 14, which projects outward beyond the
outer face of the ways. - )
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- 15 indicates a closing-bar, which lies in g

vertical plane which enables it to just clear
the outer face of the ways and ta enﬁage' the

e shut-

ters. The ends of thisg

tive
ways, (indicated, respectively, by 18 and 19.)

20 mndicates a vertical shaft carrying up-
per and lower pinions, (indicated. respec-

tively, by 21 and 22 ) which engage the racks,

respectively, whereby the racks are moved
longitudinally and lateral movement is 1m-
parted to the closing-bar. Lower pinion 22
engages an idler-pinion 23,
gages a pinion 24, which in turn engages an.op-
erating-rack 25, rigidly secured to a driving-
bar 26. The driving-
roller 27, which engages a groove 28 in a cam

| 29, whose shaft carries a pinion 30, meshing
a short shaft 32, jour--

with a gear-wheel 31 on
naled in a hub 33 at one end of the mac ine.
This shaft also carries an-exit-lever 34, which

| 1s operated by the voter after.the voting op-

eration has been completed. . _

- As the special manner in which the votin
operation 1s performed
so far as the present, Invention 1s concerned,
the voting mechanism
ted from the drawin

gs and will not be de--
scribed. It should,

turthermore, be under-
in order to clearly illustrate
the operation of my present invention I have
1llustrated it in connection with the exit-le-
ver and intermediate connections used in the
“Triumph” voting-machine
ating mechanism by which the vertical shaft is
oscil%ated to actuate the closing-bar is not

which also en-<

ar 1s provided 'with a

1s wholly immaterial -

has been wholly omit-
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the special oper-

1.05.

| material to the present invention, but may be -




.

3

E-

varied to suit the requirements of use. Tt is|

sufficient for the purposes of this specifica~.
tion to state that the shutters -are’ normally |
in the closed- position—that, 18,

full-line position in Fig. 1. In ordinary vot-

ing no use is made ot the shutters.
0 Tvwill of qourse-be-undgrstoogl Lt
voting-machines the regular-voting mechan-

10

~ism'and the independent-voting mechanism
~* are connected in'such a.manner that when a

,1-‘_?%11’1&1' vote is cast for a candidate for any |
0 shutter of the inde-
1%

.20

_machine, and if he desires to vote independ-

pendent-voting m
it is made impossible for a voter to cast-both-
. & regular and an independent vote for the
- same nominee or to.vote for more than one |
- nominee for . any office, except, of course, |
where “group voting,” so called; isprovided
- for.. The shutter-locking mechanism—that |
_ _ by which the shutters are .

* retained in thelocked positionwhen the regu= !
lar - voting mechanism. 1s': operated—have
nothing to do with the present invention and
.~ are therefore not .

" Tn tise the voter-stands at the front of the

is, the connections

that in a1

-

ce the corresponding

mechanisim is locked, so that

illustrated.. -

-
]

- ently for any office moves the shutter corre-

'3

sponding to- hat office from its position to-

*

- ward the right, as seen in Fig. 15 to the posi-
 tion toward. the left,. as seen 1n Fig. |
~which the first, fifth, seventh, and other shut--

“ters are showti‘as moved toward the left, as In

35

The etfect of the, operation of this :
ism is to rotate the vertical shaft and move |

independent voting.- After the voting oper-
" ation is completed

) atlﬂg | mechamsm—-in thegflesent Tii_l_'St&Ilce-"'aEI‘If“ .
" exit-lever—which is the i

nal act of voting.

“the closing-bar engaging
‘opened - shutters and | _.
‘taneously from the open 1o the closed posi~

“tion, a8 clearly shown. yVe-
| ment of the operating mechanism returns the .
.closing-bar to its

. -at thewr ex-
treme position toward the right, as seen in
* Fig. 1, and the closing-bar is normally in the

S tion.

Having :th_us

the closing-bar

mechan-.

824,639

racks 16 and 17, and with them the.dosiﬁg?
bar, from the position

the pins on all the
moving them simul-

H normal or full-hne position,
leaving all of the shutters in the closed posi-
| described ‘my invention, 1
claim— o o |
1. In a mechanism of
seribed :the combination

‘_thei character de-
with ‘sliding shut-

ters and a closing-bar adapted to engage said

shutters, of upper and lower racks by which

pinions on said shaft engaging the racks and

means for oscillating -said shaft to move

opened shutters to the closed” position and
then return the closing-bar to its normal po-
sition. . -

- 2. In a mechanism ‘of the character de-
‘seribed, the combination with
| ters-and a closin
- ghutters, of racks 16-and 17 by which the

g-bar adapted to engage sald

L

closing-bar is carried, & vertical shaft, -pin-

1ons on said'shaft,engagini the racks, a driv-

ing-bar, an operating-rack -carried thereby,

rack and rack 17, whereby the shaft 1s oscii-

lated and the closing-bar reciprocated later--
n is completed the voter on passing out |-
from the voting-booth actuates certain oper-

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

" -

~ WILLIAM L T. FOSDICK.

‘in-presence of two witnesses. -

"-.Witnesses-:'_' | -
A, M. WOOSTER,
-8. W. ATHERTON. "

: ShGW'Il' ]_Il rf'u_ll ]jﬂes 111
Fig. 1 to the position shown in dotted lines,

The refurn move-.

sliding’ shut-
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is carried, a vertical shaft,

6o
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‘means. for reciprocating the driving-bar and
“conhections ‘intermediate the operating-.
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