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Yo all wwhom T ity conceri:

Be it known that I, Grorce R. Macomsig,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Baltimore, m the State of Maryvland, have
mvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments m Ilectric Siens, of whiclh the follow-
g 1s a specification. ,

This invention relates to a street-sien

lighted by clectricity at a single central point

whereby-at night the characters of the sign
will be visible, but the electric lamp itself in-
visitble. & : |
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
IFigure 1 1s a front view of the circular sign.
The mner broken circular line indicates the
shape and relative size of the reflector.  TFig.
2 18 a vertical diametrical section of the cir-
cular sign.  Fig. 3 is a diagram of all the let-

ing also those on a vertical diametrical line
and showing adjacent ecach. letter a line
whose length equals the heieht of the letter,
sald lines illustrating curves whose radi
gradually mcrease from the uppermost to the
loweriost. |

The sign is circular in shape. It may be
made double -thdt is, two sided—as shown
in the section view Fig. 2,
character being adapted for a position cross-
wise of a streétzpavement, where one of its
stdes would show to persons at one end of the
street and the other side of the sign would
show to persons at the other end of the street.
The sign may also have but one side, which
form would be suitable for placing at the
front of a buildine. =~~~ |

The letter ¢ designates the outer cireular
wall, made of anv suitable material that will

entire area within the circular wall and serves
as a background. In the case of the doublé
or two-sided sign this wall & forms a central
division and scrves as a backeround for the
two opposite sides.  Concentric with ‘the
center 1s a cireular plate ¢, whose rim d is

dished or concave. The rim or edee of the

outer circular wall 8 projects forward of the
dished rim d of the center plate. In other
wotds, the outer cireular wall ¢ and flat back
wall- b ferm a recess or cavity, and the said
coneentric center plate ¢ has vertical position
back within sald recess.  An annular cavity
or space ¢ 1s lormed between the center

dished rim 4 and the outer circular wall ¢, and | thereof, so that the buib-lamp and reflector
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a sign of this

?

ters of one-half the circular sien and inelud-?

e

hare Jowermost of a longer radius.

letters, figures, or characters f, preferably of
sheet metal, bridge across the said annular
space, each letter in the present instance hav-

' 1ng a radial position. - It will be seen that the

circular wall-rim ¢ and the concentric smaller
circular dished rin d serve as abutments on
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which the top edge and bottom edgd of the -

letters or other characters of the sign are sup-
ported and secured. It will be seen the let-
ters are both radial and also inclined or
curved. As all the letters are arranged in a

cirele, they form as a whole a concaved sign,

cach letter slightly curving from top to

bot-
tom. | o

I have found that in order to render each _
and all of the letters equally conspicuous in

the reflected electric light it is necessary to
have the curve of those letters which are up-
permost of a shorter radius and those which
I have
therefore provided that the letters or charac-
ters be curved by using radii of gradualiy-in-
creasing length proceeding from the upper-
most to the lowermost letter or character.
As the sign 1s usually elevated at a height
above a person’s head, this insures that the
lowermost letters of the cirele will be seen
better. o

Fig. 3 illustrates t_hié difterence in the

curvature of the letters. The letters shown
1in I1g. 3 are those to be seen when looking at
the right-hand half of the sign, commencing
at the top. Adjacent each letter is a line
whose length equals the height of the letter.
These lines are curved. The uppermost line

illustrates a curvature whose radius is shorter
than that of the next line. Each succeeding:
[ line downward has less curvature, or, in other

A wall b fills the
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words, a greater radius, until the lowermost -

line, which has the greatest radius. The con-
ductor-wires g extend through a pipe % to the
center, where 1t connects with a larger short
section of pipe h’, which at the center ex-

; tends like a hub between the two concentric

plates ¢. A branch pipe 4 runs out at each
side of the sign and has a screw-socket 7 of
usual construction, into which the serew-

I 1s fitted. A circular concave reflector 1 of
switable construction covers the bulb-lamp
and 1s suitably supported by wires m, at-

tached to the reflector and also attached to

cither the glass bulb-lamp or the serew-neck
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‘neck of an ordinary incandescent bulb-lamp
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- also be removed. | |
In Fig. 2 a lamp and reflector is shown at- |
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‘designed to be brilhiant and

g0 together. When unscrewing the lamp to
remove it from the socket 7, the retlector will

tached ot one side of the sign, but none at the

- other..” The size and position of the ewrcular

eflector [ areindicated on Fig. 1 by the broken
cireular line. It-will be understood the hight
of the central lamp & will be thrown by the

reflector [ equally on all the lettérs or charsac-

ters f, which are equidistant from the lamp,

ared’ that as the upperinost radigl letters or

charseters bave  the greatest curvature

- and those ot either

side pm%dmg dowrnward have a gradually-
decreasing -eurvature and. the lowermost

have the least curvature all the letters or

viewed at a slight elevation above the street.
As the face of the letters

ver or gold eolor, and the background b to be
preferably black color,
out boldly 1n contrast.

eurvature and those

the letters will stamd

824,494

Having thus described my invention, what
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I olaim as new, and desive to secure by Let-

ters Patent, 1s—

A sign having a circular wall; a flat wall

hack within said circular wall; letters orother

charzeters placed radially within said cireu-

lar wall and also inclined—the inner ends be-

ing de '

curved frota top to bottom, the uppermost

letters G characters having the greatest
1 on either side proceed-

ing downward having a gmdﬁalljf-decreasing

eurvature and the lowermost having the least

curvature: a lamp supported ab the center

but in front: of the sign, anid & reflector eover-
 ing the lamp: to throw the hh
the letters or ¢haracters.
charaeters will be equally conspicuous when |

ht; equally on all

In testimony whereof 1-afiix my signature

_ ' In presence of two witniesses:.
or characters f are ; *
shiny, either sil- |

. GEORGE R. MACOMBER.
- Witnessess
Jorn W.HEWES,
M. WairnveER HEWES,; JT.
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ressed, and each letter or character
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