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PATENT OFFICE. |

 CHARLES AUGUST JOHNSON, OF MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS. |
-  DIRECTORY DEVICE. -

No. 824,483,

Anplication filed December 7,1905. Serial No 290,807,

To all whom it may concern:

JOHNSON, a citizen of the United States, and
a Tesldent of Malden, in the county of Mid-

dlesex and State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and Improved Directory De-

- vice, of which the following. is a full, clear,
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and exact description. -

-The purpose of the invention is to provide’
 a directory particularly adapted for usé in |
elevators and so constructed that the names of
‘the tenants of the building are produced upon

slats, any one or more of which slats may be

or more of sald slats may be removed and
others substituted without removing the ad-
joming slats from the front of the device or
disarranging them. - - - R

A further purpose of the invention is to so
construct the frame that the guides for the

and also to so construct the frame that one

moved from or shifted in the frame or intro-
duced into the frame. | o
The invention consists in the novel con-
struction- and combination. of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter.fully set forth,

~and pointed out in the claims,
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~ Reference is to be had to. the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica--
tion, mm which similar characters of reference |

indicate cGrresponding partsin all the figures.

Figure 1is afront elevation of the improved

~ directory, showing the name and index slats

40

combined guide and div

tion and adjustment of the slatsin the frame;
cally on the line 3 SOfF g 1
A represents the frame ‘of the device, the

said frame being preferably made-of metal. -

The bottom bar 10 of the frame is‘flat and is |
of any desired thickness, and the side bars 11
are likewise flat, being of the same thickness)
as the bottom bar 10; but each of the side®

bars 11 is provided at the back of its-inner

longitudinal face with a flange 12, the back of

which flange is usually flush with the back of

the said side bars, as is shown in Fig..3.” The |

sion bars B eéxténd

~ Specification of Letters'Patent.

nd Fig. 31s a horizontal section taken practi- |

: P&téﬁtéd June 26,1906,

boo WO Ce. I I with the side bars 11,I and these bars are at
- Be 1t known that I, CHARLES AUGUST

equal. distances from the side bars andfrom

each other, so as to produce a series of col-

umns C, and while two of these combined
cuide and division bars B are shown any de-
sired number may be employed, according to
the number of columns re_q'uired in the frame.

 The said guide and division bars B .are T-

shaped In cross-section from. a point just
above the bottom bar 10 to a point near their
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upper ends; but the upper portionis. 13 of the

| said bars B are flat, as is shown in Figs. 1 and

a1ly one ( _ .2. The T-shaped portion of each bar.B con-
turned to present a blank surface or any one |

sists of a rear head-section 14, which is. se-

vo

cured in the back portion of the bottom bar

10, preferably in such manner that its rear

face will be flush with the rear face of the said
| bottonm: bar and a web member 15, which web -

members of the bars B extend from theupper

_ face of the bottom bar 10 of the frame to the
slats define the width of the columns and |

plain upper portion 13 of said bars, as is
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shown. also in Figs. 1 and 2. The guide and"

,81s0 1 : | division bars B extend up the same distance
section thereof is slidably. mounted and in one | : - |

position acts as a lock for the s'ats and inits |
second position admits of the slats being re- |

as the'side bars 11, -~

A -cross-bar17 is located at the upper back

portion of the frame, being offset therefrom
| by lugs 19 a4 the ends of the said cross-bar

| which ha e bearing against the back upper.

| portionsot theside bars11, asis shown in Fig.
3, and by narrow lugs 18, whi¢h extend from
the rear upper faces of the combined guide
~and division bars, as is also shown in Kig, 3,
whereby the combined lugs 18 and bars B
are T-shaped in cross-section; but the web
portion is at the back, whereas the maintweb -~ .-
‘15 of the bars B is located. at.the front of -

said bars, as has been stated. -

LT - '

vided corresponding to the bottom frame-b

10 and the side frame-bars 11. The top bar =
is adapted to fit snugly in between the mher -
-faces of the said side bars at; the front when: "
‘the top section of the frame is in its clesed. - -

L ey - 100
- A sign-board 21 is secured to the back of

- - 1
T [ L]

position.. (Shownin-Fig. 1.) N
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irectory, sl , nde; - An-upper or thin top frame-bar 20 s pro- .

locked in fhe frame. - Fig. 2 is 8 front view of . y
the upper portion of the directory, showing
the frame opened to admit of the introdue--
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the top bar 20, extending -down ahy-desired

‘distance, and on the front face of this sign- ~
board. the name of the building is-produced:
in which the elevator carrying the directory
is located. This- sign=board s sufficiently .
| thick to be provided with a vertical groove 22 =
at each end adapted to receive theflanges12 . - .
‘of the side bars. 11-of the frame. .The.said
sign-board is further provided at its rear with
"Tashaped openings 23, extending down from

105
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from the bottom bar 10 of the frame parallel | top to bottom, which recesses receive the - -

RT L
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- The frame is adapted to receive slats 24,
~on each of which slats a letter of the alpha-
bet is printed, impressed, or. otherwise pro-

15

“upon both faces and others have the names

20

flat upper portions of the combined guide
and division boards and the lugs 18 con-
nected therewith, so that in this manner the
top section of the frame constructed as de-

scribed slides upon the flanges 12 of the side |
bars of the frame and the culde-bars B, and
the rear face of the sign-board 21 when in |

sliding position on the frame has bearing
agamst the forward face of the rear crogs-

bar 17.

duced, and in connection with these initial-
slats 24 series of name-slats 25 are also em-
ployed. Sundry of the name-slats are blank

of the oceupants of the building produced on
one Tace, together with the number of the
room or rooms occupled by such tenants.

- The name-slats 25 are narrower than the ini-

‘tial-slats 24, but.all of the slats are of such
length that they extend from one side of the
“column C to the other.

'.2_5.

Kach slat is pro-
vided at each end with a vertical recess 26,
as 1s best shown in Fig. 3, to receive the
tlanges 12 of the side bars 11 of the frame and

- adjacent portions of the head-sections 14 of
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‘the ¢ombined giiide and division bars. The
-name-slats are al

| ‘ 25 may be
made of any suitable material. Preferably,
however, they are made of a compressed

liber and are painted black, the names and
figures being impressed thereon and colored
- white. - . L

- When all the slats are in position in' the

'z.f‘fraﬁm} the upper section of the frame will

540

_building, for example, the upper

bear upon the upper édges of the uppermost

- slats of all of the columns, and one slat will

have firm bearing upon the other, the lower-
most slat having bearing upon the upper face
oi the bottom bar 10. If a slat is to be shift-
ed by reason of an occupant leaving the
1lding, section of
the irame is slid upward about as far as the

lower edge of the rear cross-bar 17 , 85 shown
or as far as possible without causing

an Fig. 2, or-
the said uppermost section to leave its guides
or sideways. - When the upper section of the

frame is in this position, the slats in the col-

~umn i which the slat to. be removed is lo-
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cated are slid up, as'shown, to the left in Fig.

2, until sufficient space is obtained to remove
the desired slat, which js done by carrying
one end of 1t high eneugh to.clear it from its
guide or slideway, whereupon the slat can be
removed entirely from the column. The

slat may then be reversed or turned end for.

~end so as to present a blank face 4o the front

after the slat is remtroduced into the col-
umun, which is done in the same manner s

that' by which 1t ‘was removed, or snother

65 slat bearing another name and number may

alphabetically grouped, and |-
- each group is headed by an appropriate ini-
“tial-slat 24. The slats 24 an

- B22.483

be introduced into the: space formerly: 9écii-

‘pled by the one removed, and in i:qtré_duc.ing
the new slat one end, for example, is made to

receive the head of a bar B in its slot, which
end, of the slat is made to rest on the slat in
position in the frame and which is to be the
next lowest.. Theopposite end of the slat be-

ing introduced is then raised sufficiently to -
permt the flange 12 of the adjacent side bar

11 to enter the slat at that end of the slat,
whereupon the slat is permitted to drop to a

continuous engagement with the one imme-.

diately beneath it, and the slats above are

then permitted to drop upon the newly-in-

troduced slat.  In this manner any particu-
lar slat may be shifted, removed, or substi-

8o

tuted without removing adjacent slats from

the frame or interfering with the order of said
slats. T T
1t 1s evident that a device-of the character

‘described can be made very simple, and -1s
especially adapted for use in an elevator, and
that the names can be readily and expedi:

tiously changed when desired, and that the
device may be made larger and employed in
a hall or lobby of a building, for example.

9o

Having thus described my invention, T

ctaim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— S

1. .In a ditectory device, a frame having
opposing combined guide and division bars
dividing the frame into one or more columns,
name-slats arranged to fit one on the other

95

i the' column or columns formed by the

guide and division bars, said slats being inde-
pendent of each other and capable of assum-
ing diagonal positions in the eolumns they

100

occupy, and a shiding section for the frame,

having guided meovement on its members
and adapted for locking the slats.in place and

e

permitting the removal or adjustment of the

slats.

2. A directory, consisting of a frame hav--

mg a sliding upper section and a series of

combined guide and division bars extending
upward from the lower member of the frame,
dividing the frame intoseries of columns, said
bars being T-shaped in cross-section, pirida.
Hlanges located at the inner side faces of the
side members of the frame, and name-slats
arranged to fit one upon the other in the col-

r3io -
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umns formed by the said guide and division

bars, the ends of the slats receiving the head
portions of the said bars or receiving the
flanges of the side bars of the frame, the up-

perinost section of the frame when 1 closed
position loekin

o the said slats in their places.

3. In a directory, & frame comprising a
bottom bar and side bars, the side bars bein o
provided with guide-flanges at their inner
side edges, intermediate combined guide and
division bars T-shaped in cross-section from
their bottom portions to a point near the 507,
the top portions being flat, the web poriions

| ofthe bars facing.to the front, the edges of :

i3



 the head-sections béing n alinement with the

“upper section of the fr

cuide-flanges of the side barsof the irame, an |

ame having shding

movement upon the upper portion of the

combined guide and divis

1on-b ars_‘;_a;pL_d;'ihawﬂg_.

guided movement on ‘the upper portions of.

Bl L]

‘The side flanges.of the frame; a serjes of initial

. glats and of name-slats, ::hﬁ‘?i;i_'giﬁ.%fq oves 1n

i0

their ends adapted to réceive either _
guide-flange or a head portion of a combined |

-

er a.side

guide and division - bar, said slats being ar-
~ ranged in columns define

d by the said guide |

“nd division bar, otie slat resting upon an- -

.other, all of theslatsbeing held insaid position
by the upper sliding section of the frame ens I

gaging with the upﬁe'rmostsl&t, as-described,
In testimony w ereof 1 have signed my .

name £o-this specification 1n the presence of

two subscribing witnesses.

' CHARLES AUGUST JOHNSON. . -

Witnesses: ' - - -
James L. LpaviTe, oo
 CuARLES A. BOWSER.. .-
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