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- specification.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. |
.~ JAY LUDWICK, OF GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-THIRD

70 GEO. H. BROESAMLE, OF KALAMAZ0O, MICHIGAN, AND ONE-THIRD
TO RAY AL _LUDWICK, OF LESLIE, MICHHGAN. A R -

FENCE-POST.

No. 824,429._ - o Bpebiﬁcgﬁ:iog of'Létters Patent. P&tént_ed J'une 26, 1908.
* | - Apﬁl_iun.ti‘an 'ﬂlqa-__Janﬁary 23,1906, Serial No. 242?240.' | o

Ty all whom it may concern: . | prevent the metallic body portion from being
~ Be it known that I, JAY LUDWICK, & citi- ‘ rusted or corroded. In the front edge of the 55
 zen of the United States, residing at Grand | side 11 of the post is a slot 14, which leads
. Rapids, in the county of Kent and State of | from the extreme front edge rearwardly at
. 5 Michigan, have invented a certain. new and right angles to the front edge and then down-
> aseful Fence-Post, of which the following is a | wardly parallel with the front edge, so that a
o T " | wire-retaining member 15 18 formed by said 60
The objects of my invention are to provide | slot. For ihe sake of convenience 1 have
. afence-post of simple, durable, and mexpen- numbered the lower extremity of the slot, 14
1o sive construction in which the fastening de- | by the numeral 16. Leading from the ex-
" vice is made a part of the post and 1s SO ar- l treme forward edge of the side 12 and near
ranged that the wires will be lockediinithe | the top portion thereof is the slot 17, which 65
post and prevented from longitudinal move- leads inwardly from the forward edge of the
ment when the wires are: stretched. taut be- | side 12, at right angles to said side, and then
15 tween the posts. - o o upwardly g, sligcht distance in a line parallel
. A further object 1s to provide & fastening | to the front edge of the side 12 to the pomt
device avhich will positively lock the wires in | 18 to form a wire-retaining member 19. The 70
. osition relative to the post without the use [ two slots 14 and 17 are so cut in the sides 11
~ of any addition: 1 fastening méchanism which | and 12 that the pomnt 13 of the slot 17 will be
20 is apart from thepost. . 7. -~ | slightly lower than the point 16 of the slot 14.
- A further object 1s to provide a metallic | The reason for thisis 0 vious, for the wire is.
- body tothe post so shaped as to be of great | first inserted in the slot 14 and 1s moved to 75
~ strength and durability and “to provide. 8 the lower extremity of said slot and is then
body in which the metal body portion is inserted in the slot 17 and 1s drawn a%%illlmt |
. 2¢ mounted that will prevent ' en

the metal from | the upper extremity of the slot 17: o
corroding or rusting whengt isplaced in the | the wire is drawn taut, there will be a slight ™
ground. R bend in the wire between the points 16 and 8o
My invention consists in certain details m“'i 18, so that the wire will be maintained

the construction, arrangement, and combi- | securely to the post and against lgngitudinal
30 pation of the various parts of the device | Or vertical movement. - This is clearly illus-
" whereby the objects contemplated are at- trated in Fig. 2 of the drawings, where the
tained, &s ‘hereinafter more tallv set- forth, | bend in-themire is shown clearly. If it 1s 85
pointed' out in my claim, and illustrated 1n found necessary to more securely hold the
" the accompanying drawings, in which— wire in position relative to the post, the wire- -

35 Figure 11s 2 perspective view of the com- | retaining members 15 and 19 are struck with
"7 plete post. Fig.21sa tront elevation of the |.the hammer and are driven inwardly agamnst -
upper portion of the post. Fig. 3 is a plan.| the wire, as is shown in Fig: 4, where the lower 9o
view of the post, and Fig. 41s & perspective | wire 1s thus maintained in position. -
_ view of & modified form of the post. Above the slot 14 is a slot 20 similar to the
40 Referring to the accompanying drawings, | slot 14 in the side 11. ‘Above the slot 17 1n
- .1t will be seen that the body portion of the the side 12 is a slot 21 similar to the slot 17.

- post is composed of a single piece of sheet | The slots 20 and 21 are arranged in the same 95

metal so bent as to be substantially U-shaped | relative positions to each other as are the
in cross-section, having the back portion | slots 14 and 17 in the side 12, and below the.

45 10 therem and the two side portions 11 slot 21 is a slot 22, which extends first 1n-

"~ and 12 at right angles to the back portion-| wardly at richt angles, to the front edge of
These side portions are some distance apart, | the side 12 and then downwardly parallel 100
so that an opening is formed between. them. | with said front edge to the pont 23 1o form

The lower end of the body portion of the post | the wire-retaining merber 24. In the front
so is mounted in_the base 13, which may be | edge of the side 11 and some distance below
made of cement “or other similar material. | the slot 20 is o slot 25, which extends first in-
~ This base is ‘designed to be inserted in the | wardly at right angles to the front edge.and 105
~ ground after the postchole has been dug to | then upwardly parallel with the front edge to -

-
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15

~and 22. .On account of the arrangement, of -

25

3o ..
~each of the wires to be used is passed through

35

.drawn taut,

-animals press the wire downward and

2

8 pomnt 26 te form a wire-retaining member !

26°. . These slots are so arranged that the
pomt 26 in the side 11 is slightly lower than
the point 23 in the side 12." Thus it will be
seen that the slots 22 and 25 are exactly re-

versed from the slots 20 and 21, respectively:-

The arrangement of these slots 22 and 25
provide for the binding of the wire in the
same way as the slots 14 and 17, and on ac-

count of their arrangement in the sides 11

and 12 the draft on the post will be in the op-

posite direction from the draft on the post

whien the wires run through the slots above
the slots 22 and 25.. There are two slots 27
anid 28 similar to the slots 25 and 22 , Tespec-
tively, and immediately beneath the slots 25

the two lower sets of slotsin the lower portion
of the post,

tially an even pull on it, so that
no tendency toward causing the post to:be
moved by the drawing of the wires to a posi-
tion out of the vertical. | :

In practical use the part 13 is set. 1n the
ground. The top wire is then inserted in the
slot 20 and then in the slot 21 and drawn taut,
and, if .desired, the wire ig securely held by
striking the wire-retaining members 15 and

19. = A similar operation is repeated until

the post. With the slot thus arrahged when
the wire is placed in position in both slots ani-
mals cannot raise it out of place or out of slot,
owing to the slots being reversed, nor can the
. throw
1t out of the slots. in tightening the wire by
compressing the protruding e ge_in front

 of the slots on both ed ges of the post wear-

40

45

Ing off of the wire by the action of the
wind is prevented. Aswillbe readily noticed
by reference to Fig. 2, the point of a slot in
one side of the post-body is lower than the
point of the codperating slot in the other side
of the body, while the point of the next upper

Wi

and assuming that the wire is
the position will have substan-
there will be

824 429

slot in the first-mentioned side of the body is

higher than the point of the cooperating slot
in the said other side of thebody. From this
1t follows that the portion of a fence-runner
intermediate the slots of the first-mentioned
pair declines in one direction, while the por-
tion of the alternate fence-runner interme-
diate the slots of the second-mentioned pair

(declinesin the opposite direction. Thisisma-

terially advantageous, since one runner tends
to cant the post in one direction and the al-

‘ternate runner tends to equally cant the post
in the opposite direction ; with the result that

the post is strongly maintained in an
position, as is always desirable.- -
I do not restrict myself to the parucular
arrangement of the tapered sides of the post,
as 1t may be made tapered both on side and
back—ithat is, the material may be wider at
the bottom than at the top on three sides, or
onlyon two sides, or the sidesmay be parallel,
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to securs by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, therefore, is— =
In a fence, runners, in combination with 3]
post comprising a metal hody portion, of U
shape in horizontal _ i
oppositely-disposed L-shaped slots in the
edges of 1ts sides receiving the runners ; the
point of one slot in one side being fower than
the point of the cosperating
side, and the point of the next upper slot in
the first-mentioned. side being higher than
the point of the codperating slot in the sajid
other side, whereby that portion of one run-
ner which isintermediate the sides of the post,
1s caused to decline in one direction and the
corresponding portion of the other runner i«
caused to decline in the opposite direction
Des Moines, Iowa, August 3, 1904.

*’ " JAY LUDWICK.

upright

Witnesses: =
T. .J-' EVEI;AND} .
- KErra OnmER.
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slot in the other

50

55

0o

70

section, having pairs of -
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