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To all whom it may concern:
~ Be it known that I, Wriam I. T, Hos-
' DICK, a citizen of the United States, residin
- at Bridgeport, county of Fairfield, State o
s Connecticut, have invented a new and useful
Shutter-Locking Mechanism for Voting-Ma-
| g}]jnes, of which the following is a specifica-
ion. - S -
~ This invention relates to that portion of
1o the mechanism of voting-machines which
enables an independent voter to cast his vote

- for candidat-s of his own selection for any or

“all of the offices to be voted for wholly inde-
pendently of party nominations. Independ-

15 ent voting is performed by writing the names
- of persons for whom the voter desires to-cast

a vote upon an independent-voting sheet

- which 1s wound upon a roller as fast as it 1s-

used. Voting-apertures to which the inde-

20 pende’nt-votlngbsheet lies contiguous are nor-

‘mally closed by shutters, each of which

when opened discloses ‘sufficient of the vot- |

ing-sheet to permit a single vote to be writ-

ates mechanism, which I shall simply refer to
as ‘‘operating’’ mechanism, which by means
- of intermediate connections moves the
opened shutters to the closed position, where
- they are retained until opened by the next
3o independent voter. ) L |
- Theinvention consists in certain construc-
~ tions and in certain parts,improvements, and
combinations, substantially as hereinafter
described and claimed. L
~ With this object in view 1 have devised the
novel mechanism of which the following de-
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scription, in connection with the accompany-

- ing drawings, is a specification,similar refer-
~ ence characters being used in the several fig-

40 ures to indicate the parts.

 Figure 1 is a detail rear elevation. of 1my
novel - mechanism, showing the position of
the parts when the shutters are in the closed

osition; Fig 2, a longitudinal section’on the

- when a shutter 1s in-the opened position; and
Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view on the line 4 4
in Fig. 3, illustrating the operation of the
latches which are in the locking position.

10 denotes the face-plate of the machine,

~which is provided with a vertical aperture11.

Back of this aperture are superposed plates

| purpose of which

ten thereon. After voting, the voter oper- |

line 2 2 1n Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a detail rear eleva-
“tion illustrating the position of the parts |

1 12, whose edges lie in contact with each other.
| These plates are in practice movable longitu-

dinally, but for the ﬂurgoseof group voting
e

only, which will not
' ates 12 may be considered
as stationary. KEach plate 12 is provided
with a voting-aperture 13, back of which
is a sliding shutter 14, each shutter being

provided with a finger - piece extending

through the voting-aperture for convenience
in manipulation. The shutters reciprocate
in ways 16 on the backs of plates 12 and are

rovided with forwardly-extending arms 17,
ying slightly below the corresponding voting-

“apertures, each arm being provided with a

locking-pin 18. _
19 denotes bell-crank levers pivoted to
plates 12, as at 22, each bell-crank lever com-

prising arms 20 and 21.

23 denotes long links which are in practice
the end links of controlling-chains (not

shown) which control the regular-voting

levers of the machine. (Likewise not shown.)
Each long link is pivoted to the arm 20 of the
corresponding bell-crank lever and is pro-
vided on its under side with a locking-notch

24, which is adapted to be engaged by the

forward end of a latch 25. These latches are
pivoted between vertical plates 26 and oper-
ate by gravity, their rear ends being made
heavier, so as to insure that the forward ends
will enter the locking-notches the instant the
notches are moved into engaging

The vertical plates are also provided with

ways 27, which serve as guides for the long

links. (See Fig.4.) -

28 denotes a vertical slide which is adap{:ed,-

to reciprocate in ways (not shown) and 1s

f]:;rcr-;ride':i with - apertures 29, which receive

freely the rear ends. of the latches. When
the latches are in the locking position—that
is, as in Fig. 4—the rear ends of the latches

are in engagement with the upper sides of the

walls of capertures 29 in the vertical slide.

When . the operating mechanism, which is,
{ not, illustrated or described; as it forms no

portion of the present invention, 1s oFerated,
the slide is moved upward, causing the lower
sides of the walls of apertures 29 to engage
the rear ends of the latches and move them

gosition. |

. escribed, as it forms -
no portion of the })re'sent invention, for the
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upward, thereby disengaging the forward xos

| ends of the latches from the locking-notches -
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and _'leavilig the long "1iﬁks'- .uﬁlooked _aﬁ_d | the open Pjpsiti_oh—'—'th_a,f--iks,ftbward ti:ie"léf!;-;#n -
ready for ordinary voting. - B |'as shown in the drawings, thereby disclosing;
~ The arms 21 of the bell-crank levers are [ through the corresponding voting-aperture

IO

provided with oblique downwardly-inclined

5 slots 30, which are adapted to receive: the
locking -pins on the corresponding shutter-. |

arms and retain the shutters.in the closed po-

~ sition when the bell:crank levers are in their’

outward into position to permit regular vot-

ing.. -Both- the upper and lower- inclined |
walls of the slots serve as cams to oscilhate

~ the bell-crank levers when engaged by the

- l‘déking}pii}s upon the shutter-arms. “When:-
~ I5 4 snuit vea oy
~as1n Figs. 1 and 2, to the open position, as in:
Fig, 3, for the purpose of casting an inde-
‘pendent vote; the locking-pin on the shutter |

20

a shutter is moved from the closed position,

wilfride up the lower inclined wall of the slot,
which ‘oscillates the bell-crank lever down-

ward and moves the long link inward, placing

“the locking-notch therein in position to- be

| ‘iania,ged by the corresponding latch, which
0C

ks the link and renders it impossible to

vote for a regular nominee for that office until
- the voter haspassed out and hasoperated the.

- operating mechanism. ' |

~tion by means, of shutter-closing racks 31,
- pinions 32, which engage .the shutter-closing
racks and also engage a vertical rack 33,
which is operated by the operating mechan-

‘\1-

The shutters are moved to-the closed poéﬁ

‘which ‘are shown as operated by means of

ism. As a shutter approaches the closed
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- the latter unlocked, this disengagement of the
latches from the locking-notches in the long
- Iinks of course taking place before the lock-
ing-pins on the corresponding shutter-arms
o

position the locking-pin on the shutter-arm
Eassesinto the slot 30 1 the corresponding
" bell-crank lever and engages the.upper down- |
wardly-inchned wall of said slot and as it
“moves forward: tilts the bell-crank lever-up- |° _ ,
ward and. returns it to its normal position. | are adapted to be reciprocated m group vot-.
| | ing, which is not described, as.it forms no
portion of the present invention. . = =
' inverition, ‘1 -

~Simultaneously with the movement of the
shutter-closing rack vertical slide 28 ismoved |
upward by .the operating- mechanism and |

acts to disengage any engaged latches from
the locking-notcheés in the long links, leaving

pass into the slots in the bell-crank levers. -

_ 34 denotes a stop-pin which is en%aged by

~arm 20 to limit the downward oscil
‘the bell-crank lever, and 35 denotes a.st"oF'-'
1-

ation of

pin which is engaged by arm 21 of the be

crank lever to limit the upward movement of

~ said lever in returning to its.-normal position.

60

The operation is-briefly as follows: The

shutters are normally closed, the- locking-

pinson the shutter-arms in engagement with
the inner ends of the slots 1in the bell-crank

levers, and the long links moved outward— -

that is, toward the right—as in Fig. 1, to per-

mit regular voting. Should a voter desire to

eration of the operating mechanism after t
voter has completed the voting operation..

Should the voter have previously voted fora -
regular nominee for the same office, that vote
“will be “ unvoted "—thatis, nullified—by the
inward movement. of the long link. .As this
portion of the mechanism forms no portion-
of the present invention, it is not ilustrated:
or described, but merely mentioned to show"
‘that it is impossible to cast a regular-and in-
“dependent vote for the same or for different
persons for ‘the 'same office. - - Having-com=:
pleted the operation of voting, the voter.
‘must operate the operating mechanism in
passing out,; which through intermediate con- -
| nections (not shown) operates the shutter-

I claim— -

a portion of the surface of the independent-
-voting sheet, upon which he writes

IS vote. 7o

The movement of the shutter to theé open po-- -

sition oscillates the bell-crank lever, -as al-

ready explained, and draws the long linkin-.

ward, in, which position it is locked by the en-- '
gagement of a latch with the locking-notch

therein and can only be unlocked by the 0]p

closing racks and also the vertical slide which

_operates the latches. " Should the voter have

voted regularly——that is, not have opened

L

-any of the independent-voting shutters—no
function whatéver would be performed by.
‘the.opéeration of the shutter-closing racksand
| vertical slide. - .. CoE

It may-~be memib:‘iiédh iﬂGidé_ﬂtﬁélly that
| plates 12, which; so far as the present. inven-

"80;_‘

.'90‘ |

500"

tion is concerned, Temain stationary, are.

provided at their left ends; as seen in Fig. I,

with double racks 36, by means of which they

Having -thus described my

1. In a mechanism of the. character de- -
‘seribed, the combination with & sliding shut- -
ter having engaging means, a link and a latch.
for locking said link when moved inward, of

‘a bell-crank lever to which said link iS’fP'i’“VOt: S
II1§

ed and which is provided with means for en-

scribed, for the purpose specified.”: = .

gagement by the shutter, substantially as de-

| - 2. In an independent-voting mecha,nism'
| the combination with a shiding shutter hav-

ing a locking-pin, a link and means for lock-

which is provided with a ‘downwardly-in-
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| ing-said link when drawn inward, of & bell- -
crank lever to which said link 1s pivoted and

clined oblique slot, the parts being.so.con-

structed and arranged that wiien the shutter
"is opened the locking-pin will: ride up the

lower wall of the slot in the bell-crank lever

1- ' and will oscillate said lever and draw the link
~ vote independently for any office, he. moves. | inward, and when the shutter 1s returned to
65 the shutter corresponding with that office to |.the closed position the chking-pin will ride 130
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down the upper wall of the slot and will re- |

turn said lever to its normal posmon and
move the link outward.

3. In an mdependent-votmg mech&msm
the combination with a sliding shutter hav-
ing a forwardly-extending arm with alock-
in and & link, of a bell-erank lever
to ‘which said link is pivoted and which is

provided with a downwardly-inclined obhque.
slot adapted to be engaged by the locking-
pin, substantially as described, for the pur-

pose specified.

n an inde endent—votmg mechanism, |

the combmatmn with a sliding shutter and a
]Jnk of a bell-crank lever to which said link

is pwoted and engaging means on the shut~ |

18

8

ter and bell-—cra,nk lever acting to oscillate

said lever in both directions and reciprocate

the link,
5. In’ an indep endent—votmg mechanism

1the combination with a sliding shuiter and a

link, of & bell—crank lever to WhJ ch said link

20

woted engaging means on the shutter

an bell—cra,nk lever, for the purpose set

forth, and stop-pins. for limiting the oscilla-

tion of the lever in either dlrectmn |
In testimony whereof I affix mv signature

in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM 1. 'T. FOSDICK
Witnesses:

A M. WOOSTER
S, W. ATHERTON
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