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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, BarTHOLOMEW J.
LynNcH, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Olyphant, in the county of Lacka-
wanna and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented new and useful I'mprovements in
Followers, of which the following is a specifi-

cation.

My invention relates to followers adapted
to retain meats and other substances sub-

~object is to provide a novel and highly-useful
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device of this character which may be easily
and quickly applied to and removed from a
receptacle and which may be adjusted to en-
cage the inner wall of the receptacle, and
thereby be held in proper position within the
receptacle. - ' S

A further object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a follower with a hinged portion adapt-
ed to be moved upward to permit access to
the substances being pickled, thereby obvi-
ating the necessity of the removal of the fol-

lower from the receptacle for this purpose.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a follower which comprises two parts
which 1s simple and durable and which may
be manufactured and sold at a comparatively
low cost. + -

- With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists 1 the construction,
combination, and arrangement of parts here-
inafter fully described, claimed, and illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, where-
11— -

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a follower
constructed 1 accordance with my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view
through the head-block,llustrating the man-
ner in which the screw is secured to the
wedge; and Kig. 3 is a perspective view of a

portion of one of the longitudinal movable

members, illustrating the hinged jomnt.
Referring to the drawings by reference-nu-
merals, 1 designates a head-block to which 1s
slidably secured, bymeans of brackets 2,lon-
gitudinal movable members 3 and 4, said
members being provided with handles 3* and
42 by means of which the follower may be
applied to and removed from a receptacle.
The opposing faces of the members 3 and 4
are inclined to form an intervening V-shaped
space to permit a wedge-block to be posi-

tioned between the members. A screw 6 1s
threaded through the block 1 and has a swiv-

! being provided with a hafidlé 7, by means of

which 1t may be operated. A downward
movement of the screw moves the wedge
downward, which 1n turn forces the members
3 and 4 outward by moving downward over
their inclined faces.

The brackets 2 comprise vertical and hori-
zontal members, the vertical members being
dovetailed into the head-block and horizon-
tal members, as fully illustrated in Fig. 1 of
the drawings. The member 4 1s made in two
parts united by a hinge 8, which 1s construct-
ed to permit the outer or hinged portion of
the member to be swung upwardly and to
prevent sald portion swinging downward be-
low the inmer or rigid portion of the member.

To retain the hinged portion rigid or in aline-

ment with the rigid portion of this member, I
provide a bolt 10, which 1s mounted in
orooves 9, located 1 the faces of the hinged
and rigid portions of the member. The bolt
10 1s provided with a grip 11 and is adapted
to be moved to engage both grooves when it
18 desired to retain the hinged portion rigid or
to be moved out of the groove in the hinged
portion when 1t 1s desired to raise the hinged
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portion to gain access to the substances be-

ing pickled. DSecured to the mner faces of

the members 3 and 4 1n transverse dovetail
orooves 12 are pressure-frames 13. These
frames are composed of maim slats 13’ and
cross-slats 14, the slats 14 being secured to
the slats 13’ on opposite sides of the mem-
bers 3 and 4 by means of wooden pins 14/,
Similar pins may be used to secure the slats
13’ to the members 3 and 4 against move-
ment. |

The lower end of the screw 6 1s provided
with an annular groove 5 and is positioned in
a recess 16, formed m the upper face of the
wedge. A plate 17 is dovetailed into the up-
per face of the wedge and 1s designed to en-
oage In thegroove 15 of the screw 6, whereby
to swivel the screw upon the wedge and to

permit the screw to be readily and quickly
attached to and detached from the wedge.

The operation of the device is as follows:
The wedge 5 being 1n raised position, the lon-
oitudinal members 3 and 4 drawn inward, and
the hinged portion of the member 4 swung

. upward the device 1s placed n a vessel con-

taining the substance to be pickled. After
the device 1s 1n the receptacle the hinged por-
tion is swung downward into alinement with
the rigid portion and locked in this position

eled connection with the wedge 5, said screw | by the bolt 10. The follower 1s then forced

QO

95 .

100

I10O




the device i its proper position.
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downward to proper position and locked in
this position by causing the wedge 5 to move
downward and force the members 3 and 4
outward. This outward movement of the
members 3 and 4 brings the outer ends of the
slats 14 into engagement with the inner wall
of the vessel with sufficient pressure to hold
To swing
the hinged portion upward to gain access to
the substance being pickled, it is first neces-
sary to move the bolt 10 out of the slot in the
hinged portion of the member 4.

The follower is adapted to be constructed
of any suitable non-corrosive material to ob-
viate all liability of the substance being taint-
ed or otherwise deteriorated, as' is common
when metal followers are used. _

Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be made within
the scope of the invention without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages thereof. |

Having fully described and illustrated my

“invention, what I claim is—
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1. A follower of the character described, a

head-block, members movably carried by

the head-block, one of said members having

822,849

a hinged portion, a pressure-frame secured to
said hinged portion, another pressure-frame
secured to the other member, and means for
moving the pressure-frames laterally.

2. A follower of the character described, a
head-block, members movably carried by the
head-block, said members having their op-
posing ends inclined to provide an interven-
g U-shaped space, a wedge interposed be-
tween the opposing ends of the members,; a
screw carried by the head-block and engag-
g the wedge, and pressure-frames secured
to the members.

3. A follower of the character described, a
head-block, members carried by the head-
block, one of said members being provided
with a hinged portion, means adapted to re-
tain the hinged portion rigid, a pressure-
frame secured to said hinged portion, another
pressure-irame secured to the other member,
and means for moving the memberslaterally.

In testimony whereof I aflix my sienature
in presence of two witnesses.

BARTHOLOMEW J. LYNCH.

Witnesses: |

Wirriam J. LEWwis,
J. W. BAUMGARDEN.
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