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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that we, HarRrRy E. BAKER
and HARrRY K. Neaviine, citizens of the
United States, residing at Portland, in the
county of Cumberland and State of Maine,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Indicators for Household Use;
and we do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such aswill enable others skilled in the art to
whichit appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates generally to indica-
tors, and particularly to devices for use in
kitchens or pantries for conveniently record-
ing such articles of houschold use the supply
of which is exhausted and which it is desired
to replenish; and it has for its object to pro-
vide a simple, durable, and comparatively in-
expensive device of the character described
the indicators of which may beset or returned

by one movement to their normal position

after a note has been made of the articles
which are exhausted or which it is desired to
supply; and it consists of the parts and com-
binations of parts hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1isa plan
view of our improved device; Fig. 2, aper-
spective view of the back plate thereof; Fig.

3, a plan view of a modified form of the de-

vice, and Fig. 4 a perspective view of a modi-
fied form of the back plate.

Similarlettersrefer to similar parts through
out all the views.

Referring to the drawings, A represents
the frame of the device, and B the bottom or
back plate. The back plate preferably con-
sists of a single sheet of metal bent or pressed
at right angles at all its edges to form flanges.
The tlanges a at the two sides of the plate are
formed with a series of openings or perfora-
tions b, arranged at regular intervals apart,
from which extend the narrow slots or slits ¢
to the edge of the flange, while the top and
bottom flanges d are formed with openings or
perforations e, arranged at greater distances
apart than the perforations 6.

- C represents a series of stops of wood or
metal and preferably of wires, one end of
each of which is fastened inany desired man-
ner through one of the perforations ¢ in one
of the flanges d and the other end in the cor-
responding perforation in the other or oppo-

| taut before being fastened and are spaced an

equal distance apart.

D represents a wire, one end of which is fas-
tened 1n either the top or bottom opening b
in one of the side flanges « and is then carried
across the plate to the opposite side flange
and passed through or let into through the

60

slot or slit ¢, the corresponding opening or

perforation b, and drawn taut. The wire D

18 then carried on the outside of the flange to ¢

the next adjacent opening or perforation b
and inserted therein and across the plate to
the corresponding opening or perforation in
the flange at that side of the plate and drawn
taut and thence through the next opening or

perforation and across the plate to the corre-

sponding opening on the other side. This
operation is repeated until each correspond-
ing pair of openings or perforations are con-
nected by the wire D, and its end is then fas-
tened 1n the last opening. In passing the
wire from side to si(fe 1t 1s alternately woven
under, over, or through the stops or the wires
Ceach time it is carried across the plate, so as
form a support for said wires D and prevent
them from sagging or being lifted out of posi-
tlon.

The wires D, arranged as described, form a
series of tracks or ways on which the indica-
tor-balls I are hung or mounted and which
within certain limits have free movement
thereon. The indicator-balls may be of any
desired material—such as wood, glass, or
metal—and may be formed as beads and
strung on the wire D before the same is in-
serted 1n the last of each pair of openings or
perforations b or any other preferred manner
of arranging them on the wire may be used,
so that such provides for the free movement
of the said balls on said wire.

Imprinted or marked on the face of the

back plate B or on an additional and sepa-

rate plate or board placed over the back plate
in vertical series or rows are the names of
groceries, fruits, vegetables, meats, fish, and
other household necessities, the same being
arranged alphabetically, and along the left-
hand side of each row is formed a wide mark
or line f, of a solid color, which contrasts to
the color of the indicator-balls. The latter

-may be of any preferred color, such as red or

green, and the mark f of deep black, so that
when the balls are moved over said mark
they will be conspicuous and easily discerned.

The vertical wires C are so arranged and
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spaced apart as to extend over and along the
left-hand side of the mark f at each row of
the names of the groceries and other articles,
and the wires D are so arranged and spaced
apart as to extend horizontally over and
along the bottom line of the words or names
of the articles, whereby each row of the
names of articles is divided vertically by said
wires C and also horizontally by said wire D.
The stops or wires C act to limit the move-
ments of the balls and to arrest their motion
immediately over the space f at the name of
the article which it is intended to designate as
one that is to be replenished and also to
limit the movement of the balls in the other
direction. or off the mark or space f when a
note has been made of the names of the arti-
cles needed, as indicated by the location of the

.balls.

The device is hung up in a kitchen or pan-
try or other convenient place with the balls
all to one side, the right in this instance, and
as it is found by the housewife or other user
that the supply of any article is exhausted
the ball on the wire D under the name of such

article is moved to the left until 1ts move-

ment is arrested by the stops or wire C, at
which time the ball is immediately over the
mark or space f. This operation 1s per-
formed each time it is ascertained that the
supply of any particular article 1s exhausted
or when it is desired to note that any particu-
lar article 1s needed, so that the user may at a
olance call off the names of the articles to the
arocer when he calls or make a note of them
if 1t is proposed to order them by mail or
otherwise. When the articles have been or-
dered, it is only necessary to tilt the frame of
the device in order to cause the balls to shde
back into their normal position at the right.
While we have described our preferred
manner of arranging and constructing our
invention, still many modifications of the
same may be made without departure from
the spirit and scope of our invention and have
illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4 modified construc-
tions of the parts. In Figs. 3 and 4 we have
shown a bottom plate B’, formed of a single
sheet of metal bent or pressed into a series of
orooves or corrugations D, which serve to
act as tracks or ways for the balls I£', and
over which plate is arranged a sheet of metal
or cardboard or any other suitable material
G, on which is printed or marked the names
of the articles, as described in connection
with Fig. 1, and alongside and in the same
horizontal plane as said names areformed the

slots I, into which the balls K project. 'T'he ,

822,815

slots F/ may be rectangular in shape, as
shown, or they may be formed rounded and
with a depression at each end, as indicated in
dotted line, Fig. 3, in order that the balls

may rest in sald depressions to prevent accl-
dental displacement after they have been set
in their normal position or have been moved

to indicate some particular article. The two
plates B’ and G may be secured together in
any desired manner, as by strips secured
along their edges, or the plate G may be
made a little longer than plate B’ and have
its ends bent at right angles, as at ¢/, so as to
cover the ends of the plate B’ and may be se-
cured in any desired manner thereto—as, for
instance, by riveting the
through the perforations d'.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 15—

1. An indicating device for domestic or
other use comprising a plate having the
names of articles of household use arranged
in horizontal lines thereacross, tracks or ways
extending from side to side of said plate,
stops dividing each of said tracks or ways
into sections, and indicators located one 1n
eachsection and free to gravitate between the
stops.

21? A device for domestic or other use com-

prising a back plate bearing the names of

household articles in horizontal lines across
the same and having right-angled flanges at
all its edges, wires arranged parallel to said
lines of names and secured to said flanges,
stops arranged at intervals transverse to said
horizontal wires, and indicators loosely ar-

ranged on said horizontal wirés between each

pair of stops, whereby the reversing of the
frame of the device will permit the indicators
to shde from stop to stop.

3. A device for domestic or other use com-
prising a plate having the names of articles ol
household use arranged in horizontal lines
across said plate, tracks or ways extending
from side to side of said plate parallel to said
lines of names, a series of stops for each of
said tracks or ways arranged to intersect the
same at intervals, and indicators arranged on
sald tracks or ways and located one between
each pair of stops. '

In testimony whereof we atlix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

HARRY E. BAKER.

HARRY E. NEAVLING.

Witnesses: ' '
RoBerT T. WHITEHOUSE,
MARGARET K. STEVENS.
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