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To all whom it may concerv:

Be 1t known that we, KpmMmunp B. TAayLor
and FRED A. TAYLOR, citizens of the United
States, residing at Waltham, in the county of
Middlesex and State of Massachusetts, have
invented an Improvement in Directory-
Holders, of which the following description,
n conneetwn with the accompanymg draw-
ings, 1s a specification, like numerals on the
drawings representing like parts.

In telephomnﬂ it 1s frequently desirable to
be able to conveniently handle and manipu-
late the telephone-directory with one hand
while holding the receiver with the other
hand, and it is an especial convenience to
have the directory remain open and fixed in
any desired position and at any angle to the
vision, so that without the use of the hands
the name and number to be called remain all
the time in fixed and plam view Whﬂe tele-
phoning.

Accordingly the aim of our present inven-
tion is to meet the above requirements, and
to that end we provide a receptacle for hold-
ing the directory when not in use and having
mechanism permitting said directory to bo
swung at a proper angle for opening and
reading and having retemmﬂ‘ means for
clamping the book in open posfmon when the
place has been found. Besides these fea-
tures our invention includes means permit-
ting the ready removal of the directory tfor
closer inspection, if desired.

The constructional details and further ad-
vantages of our invention will be more tully

‘pointed out 1n the course of the following de-

scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which we have illus-
trated a preferred embodiment of our mven-
tion.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents the
Fig. 2 1s a sectional

view thereof on the line 2 2 Fig. 1. Fig. 3

shows, in side elevation, the elempuw device.
4 is a central vertleel sectional view

Fig.
thereof showing the parts inreading position.
Fig. 515 a front elevation of the perts shown
n Flg 3. Fig. 6 represents 1 side eleva-
tion, parts bemﬂ' broken away, the support-
mﬂ'-brecket Flﬂ‘ 7 1s a firont elevation
thereof. Fig. 8 1s a sectional detail of the
clamping device, showing the parts in posi-
t1on assumed by elempmﬂ' a book; and Fig. 9

is a fragmentary view In perspeetwe 1llus- | ing-bolt 39 and a thumb-nut 40.

| trating the position assumed when holding a-

book open.

On a suitable base or back board 1, adapted
to be screwed to the wall at 2, we prowde a
box-like extension 3, having 2 hinged flap 4
for providing a suitable eewty or receptacle
5 to recelve a usual directory 6, as clearly
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. This box-like exten-
sion 1s located at the lower right-hand corner
of the base 1 (or it may be reversed for the
oppostte left-hand corner) in proper position
to support the directory and bring the top
end of 1ts back in position to be clamped by
the clamping and supporting mechanism,
which is secured to the middle of said base.

55

6o

Said clamping and supporting mechanism 7o

“consists of the parts shown together in Fig. 1

and shown separately n Figs. 3 to 5 and 6 7.
A bracket consisting of a projecting rib 7 is
secured by epp081tely-bent ears 8 9 to the
base 1 and provided with a tubular socket-

piece 10, having 1ts flat side 11 pivoted to

said rib at 12 and cut away at 13 to permit a
downward-tipping movement against an ad-
justable stud 14 for controlling the angular
position of the parts, as desired. Mounted
in the socket 10 1s a pivot-post 15, provided
with outwardly and upwardly extending fin-
gers 16 for retaining the book and removable
clamping portion, which is mounted on the
upwerdly—extendmg portion 17 of said post.

The clamping portion is shown best in
Figs. 3 to 5 and comprises a central frame 18,
from which project forwardly-opposite wings
19 20 and rearwardly-opposite end shdes 31
22, connected by braces 23 24 to the frame
18 and centrally perforated at 25 26 to fit the
post 17. Between the wings 19 20 we pivot

a back-support 27 at 28, normally depending

in the position shown 1 in Fig. 3, but capable
of being tipped at an angle, as shown in Kig.
4, to be engaged and held by the notched end
29 of a catch 30, having a thumb-piece 31
projecting at the upper end of the elampmg
device. 'This catch 1s caused to operate au-
tomatically by a spring 32.

Above the back-sipport 27 1s a'leaf holder
or spreader 33, pivoted at 34 and held i 1ts
uppermost pemtwn and lowermost position,
as shown, respectively, m Figs. 3 and 4, by a
spring 35. At the opposite sides of the ba,ek-
holder are clamping-plates 36 37, held mn
place by a bolt 38 and provided with a clemp-
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Our object 1s to provide means for nor-
mally retaining the directory 6 neatly and
compactly housed, but yet permitting the in-
stant use of said directory in the different
positions to which the user is likely to need 1t

tor reference, and 1t will be seen that by the
above mechanism we have accomplished all

these objects.

- In use when it is desired to use the di-
rectory the operator even though he may be
holding the telephone-receiver in one hand
can readily use the directory. He simply
turns back the flap 4 and turns the book out
edgewise or perpendicular to the base or
wall, the tubular socket 10 being clamped
tightly on the post 15, so as to tend to retain

the directory in the position to which it is

swung. -

‘We have so arranged the parts as to meet
the requirements of different situations of
the telephone. The user swings the book to
the proper angle to suit the light and can
vary the height by.letting the directory hang
in the vertical position, or he may pull it for-
wardly, thereby tipping the book to the an-

~gle indicated i Fig. 4, (this angle being
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modified by the adjustment of the screw 14
with relation to the bracket.) The book 1s
instantly held in this inclined position by the
automatic engagement of the catch 30 with
the upper end of the back-holder 27. The
operatorturnsthe leaves asdesired, and when
the place 1s found he spreads the leaves
apart, as shown in Fig. 9, and pulls down-
wardly on the spreader 33, which snaps into
holding engagement with the spread-apart
leaves, as shown in said Fig. 9, and thus re-
tains the book open. |

When the telephoning is finished, the user
simply turns the spreader 33 back to its posi-
tion ‘as shown in Fig. 3 and in doing so
grasps the thumb-piece 31, thereby releasing
the back-holder 27, so that the book 1s per-
mitted to fall to its vertical position, as imndi-~

cated in Fig. 3, whereupon it is simply swung |

around 1mto the receptacle 3 and retaimed in
its original out-of-use position.

I1 1t becomes necessary to take the book to
the window or lamp, 1t is swung out as before
and simply lifted, thereby sliding the clamp-
Ing mechanism off from the post 17, and

when the directory has been sufficiently in- |

spected 1t 1s stmply slid back 1n place and re-
stored to 1ts previous hanging position.

It will be observed that the bolts 38 39
are made longer than the thickness of the
book and the plates 36 37 are made independ-
ent of the back-support, thereby permitting
our device to accommodate itself to the in-
creasing thickness of successive directories.

We have endeavored to devise a construc-
tion also which can be stamped or struck up

—

{rom sheet metal inexpensively and one which |

willnevertheless be exceedingly strong and ca-
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It will be understood that we intend our
invention to apply to any book similar in size
or character to a directory. _

Having described our invention, what we
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. A directory-holder, comprising means
for engaging the back of the book, a vertical
pivotal support therefor, intervening means
permitting the book to be swung angularly to
sdld vertical pivot, and an automatic catch
detachably locking the directory and said
back-engaging means when turned to said
angular position.

2. A directory-holder, comprising means
for engaging the back of the book, a vertical
pivotal support therefor, intervening means
permitting the book to be swung angularly to
sald vertical pivot, an automatic catch de-
tachably locking the directory and said back-
engaging means when turned to said angular
position, and means for varying said angular
position. |

3. A directory-holder, comprising means
for en%a,ging_the back of the book, a vertical

pivotal support therefor, intervening means

permitting the book to be swung angularly to
sald vertical pivot, an automatic catch de-
tachably locking the directory and said back-
engaging means when turned to said angular
position, and a leaf-spreading device for hold-
ing the book open. | |

4. A directory-holder, comprising means

for engaging the back of the book, a vertical

pivotal support therefor, intervening means
permitting the book to be swung angularly to
said vertical pivot, an automatic catch de-
tachably locking the directory and said back-
engaging means when turned to said angular
position, and a spring-actuated leaf-spread-
Ing device, arranged to snap into engagement
with the open book upon being moved in one
direction and to become inoperative when
moved 1n the opposite direction.

5. A directory-holder, comprising means

for clamping the back of the book, and piv-

oted supporting means therefor, the latter
SWINgIing 1n a Rorizontal direction and the
former swinging therein in a vertical direc-
tion, and a yielding catch for automatically
holding said back-holder in a raised position
when swung forward at an angle to said sup-
porting means, said catch projecting beyond
sald supporting means in position to be en-
gaged readily by the operator for tripping
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the back-holder and permitting the same to

fall downwardly.

6. A directory-holder, comprising a base, a
bracket supported thereon having a socket
member extending in a vertical plane and
pivoted horizontally thereon, means permit-
ting said socket member to have a limited
swinging movement, a supporting device
ﬁivota,lly mounted on sald socket member
or swinging horizontally coaxially thereof,
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and a back-support horizontally pivoted in
sald supporting device to swing toward and
from said bracket, said back-support having
a clamp for rigidly clamping the back of a di-
rectory or the like. |

7. Adirectory-holder, comprising a bracket
having an upwardly-extending post, a sup-
porting device shdingly removable from and
pivotale mounted onsaid post, and clamping
means for engaging the back of the directory,
pivotally mounted in said supporting device
for swinging toward and from said post.

8. A directory-holder comprising means
for clamping the back of the book, a vertical
pivotal support therefor, intervening means

3

| permitting the book to be swung angularly to

sald vertical pivot, and a lateral receptacle to
hold the book when not in use, said recepta-
cle being open at its side, and provided at its

edge remote from said clamping means with zo

a movable flap for embracing the front edges
of the book.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. '

EDMUND B. TAYLOR.
FRED A. TAYLOR.
Witnesses: |

Geo. H. MAXWELL,
M. A. JONES.
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