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Be it known that I, Hosent .
citizen of the United ‘%Late cand a

i -
Ricw, a

new and useful impro vements in ﬂ&mu%ment—

Vehicles, of whlch the f@llmx ing 18 a specliica-

tion.
My invention relu.te s to new and unpfnl 111~
provementsin amusement devices, and more

“especially tlusory vehicles deawncd to be op-
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‘any suitable means—as,

egrated upon a tr: a,cL.. 2s 111 connection with a

SCEenic ?a:'aﬂ way or similar attraction and in

imitation of an autmnobﬂe or touring-car.’

The object of mv inventionis to pr ovlde an
- vehicie 1y the

'meﬂp@mwe but attractive
form of an imitation autcmobile or touring
car which shall be especially adapted to be

operated upon pleasure-railways similar 1O
those found at pleasure resorts and for the
amusement and pleasure

of patrons. -

In practice my car may be pr opdiﬂd b
%1 mstance, elec-
tricity empioyed thmmh a third rail. 1
would preferably be oper ated upon & circular

or endless tra ck, asis the custom with amuse-

ments of the above sort, having a *::11’10‘18 sta-
tion where the patrons get in and out. fxt
this parficular location or station u the roa

1 provide special means for carrying out ‘tnu
illusory effect of a touring-car for the L}.{}”F‘p
tion and arausement of the patrons and the
publie, which feature, i {,umle(twn with the
special unmtz uction of car, comprises the
substance oi the mv entlon; as will later be
more fully explained.

A preferable dewc‘rn of track for the use of
my car would be an endless track inclosed
hzmwhout Hy a covering except at the 'sta-
tion,” so called, where the passengers enter
and leave the car and would be m’owdui
with scenic and other atiractions along the
side of the roadway.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
fo:f:mm-ﬂ* ) ])dl’[ of this specification, si /milar
characters of reference denote like or corre-
sponding pmt% throughout the several fig-
ures, and of which—-

Figure 1 shows a [)E‘I’E}}C‘( tn ¢ view ol a
pleasure-car designed i accor gance with my

mvention and mounted upon track and lo-

cated at the “station,” so called, or plat-
f{':-rm where the passengers enter and leave
the ear.  Flg. 2 1s a detail rear end view of
one-half of the car, show inu a bit ol the sta-
Hon-piatforim shewn in Fig. AN

resident of
Bridgeport, - the wuntv of Fairfield and
otate of Connectient, hawm invented certmn-

“the car, as will obviously be apparent.

"‘I 1“'} d | over 1

 detail side el cvatmn of the rear por ‘u(m_ of the

running-geat of the car, and Fig. 4 is a detail
perspe{,,twe view of a short rail used adjacent

to the station to be engaged by and (me*atﬂ' f

the extra idle or automoblle whebels of the car

“as the same passes the station.

Refezrlnn in detail to the characters of rei-

erence 111¢11ked upon the drawings, A ndi-

cates the sleepers, and B the rails which eon-
stitute the tracks and which may be of any
common or preferred construetion, but prefer-
ably in the form of an endless r O&dW&T Lo ac-

commodate the four-flanged car-wheels O,

supporting the truck-frame D beneath the
car-body K. The body of the car 1s pro-
Vl(;ed wnh front and rear seats, 18 uphol-
stered, and is provided with side entrances.to
the se: at in imitation of a a high-grade touring-
car and ¢an be provided w ith many of the lit-
tle accessories mmnmnb found on automo-

biles, but purposely omitted from the draw-

ings. The car is further provided with
springs F, intermediate of the truck-frame

“and car- bod} to insure case of riding.

G represents a platform which is Tocated at
the station or point of stoppage of the car
and in practice is arranged abouban lne with
the running-board H of the car, which plat=
form,. together with said mhumﬂubom d,

shields the truck of the car from the patr ons
at that particular point. Fenders I extend
up from each end of the running-board and
are deflected back over the idler-wheels J 1n a
way to further obscure the running-gear from
the patrons ypon the platform, as well as to
obscure the inﬁ,ld idler-wheel from the puassen-
cers while in the car.

hese Jdl“i wheels, of ﬁ*hmh there are four
in number, s mounted upon the outer end
of brackets I*» cattached to and extending oub
from the tmdmh ame, and are thus hwated
just outside of the it iiLL‘{i car-whecls C of the
truck in nnitation of massive autonovtle-
wheels and are further designed to operate
only as the car is passing the station and are
carried 1dle throughout the remamder of the
run of the car invisible from the patrons n
The
means by which these wheels are operated
while passing the station comprises a short

rail L, mounted upon suitable springs M 1n
lme with the movement of the said idler-
wheels, whicn ummua tend to nor mdllv hold
the said rail up 1 line with the said trivvel of
the wheels and against the same as they roll
, thus causing the wheels to turn unly
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by'i’e ason of their engagement with the saiq !

~rail and for the length of said rail only. This

10O

‘gage the sides of the flat

rail, as indicated, is in the form of an inverted
trough having deflected side flanges N to en-

upon which the said track loosely ‘lies.

From the above construction, and as seen
in Fig. 1, it will be apparent that the truck
and driving mechanism would be hidden

from view as the car is started from the sta-
tion and moves off in.imitation of an auto--

mobile, with its idler-wheels 'in motion until

such time as when the end of the friction-rail
is reached, when' the said wheels would run.
off and become disengaged and then carried

~idly and obscure from the station or occu-
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pants of the car. It will further be apparent
that when the car again approaches the sta-
tion.from the opposite direction and the end
of the friction-rail is again engaged by the
idlerwheels the latter will be again put into
motion by the movement of car and will come
into the station with said wheels in full opera-

tion, presenting an admirable illusory effect.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 15—

1. In an amusement-vehicle, the combina-
. tion with a car mounted upon a wheeled |
truck, of an ‘extra set of idler-wheels carried

by the car, and means for engaging said idler-
wheels at certain times to insure their rota-

9. In an amusement-vehicle, the combina-

" tion with a wheel-trucked car, of a set of 1dler-

sheet-metal springs,
The.
ends O of the said friction-rail are bent down
slightly to insure the wheels riding thereon, .
as 1s obviously desired. - o

. 822,302

wheels carried by the cel',, and'a short rail to

be engaged by the said idler-wheels to rotateé
| the same at certain points in the travel of the

Car': : . o
3. In an amusemertit-vehicle, the combina-

tion with a wheeled-truck car and a track’
| . . 45
\ ried by the car, and a spring-actuated short -
Trail in the path of travel of the said idler-.
wheels adapted to be frictionally engaged

therefor, of a set of normally idler wheéls car-

thereby.

4. In an amusement-vehicle, the combinga-
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tion with a track and car mounted thereon, .

of an extra set of idler-wheels carried by the
car and normally out of engagement, and &
short rail beside the track in line with the

travel of the said idler-wheels to engage and

55

operate the same while the car 1s passing over

said short rail. =~

5. In an amusement-vehicle, the combing-

‘tion with a ear and track, of a set of idler-
wheels carried by said car, a short rail in hne
of the travel of the said idler-wheels to be fric-

‘6o

tionally engaged thereby, and a;platform-ad-

jacent the short rail.

6. In an a,musement-vehicle;.'the combina-

tion with a car and wheeled truck, of an ex-

¥

tra set of idler-wheels secured to the said car-
tiuck, and located exterior of the truck-

wheels, and a short rail to be engaged by the
said idler-wheéls {for operating the same.
Signed at. Bridgeport, in the county of
Fairfield and State of Connecticut, this 6th
dav of October, A. D. 1905.
R "ROBERT I'. RICE.
Witnesses: . = '
C. M. NEWMAN, =
WiLriamM V. DEvITT.
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