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To all whom it My concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES B. ASKEW a

cago, in the county of Cook and S‘tate of Ilhi-
nois, have invented certain new and usetul
Improvements in Printing-Types, of which"
the following is a specification.

As commonly constructed, printing-type
bodies present in end view strmghtparaﬂel
side edges separated a distance shightly

oreater than the maximum width of the
_character constituting the type-face irre-

spective of whether the character is verti-
call balanced or vertically unbalanced. By
a vertlca,lly—balanced” character I mean

one the top and base or vertical extremltles_

of which are substantially equal in width, (e.

the letter ‘‘B,”) whﬂe by a “vertlcally—-
| unbalanced”

Charaﬁter I mean one the
width of the top of which is greater than the
widthof 1tsbase (e.q.,theletter, ‘T ,”)or vice
versa, (e. ¢., the letter “A. ”) Tt follows

ther ef_o re,that whenwhat I will terma “‘wide-
top”’ letter, such as said letter '‘T,”” appears
in print in immediate proximity to a ‘‘wide-
base’’ letter, such as the letter ‘A’ the faces
of the types and said letters when printed
are separated both at the top and the base by

‘a distance much greater t than that separating

the nearest or approximate points of the
characters borne by any other combination

Such undue separation of the nearest points

- of adjacent letters which are respectively
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WIde—topped and wide-based produces very
martistic results and 1s found very annoying

in many forms of printing, as the bolder the

display the more pronounced the spht or

~ separated effect becomes..
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- artlstlcally correct.
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My invention has for i1ts object to mede

“types which will overcome the dificulty
above mentioned and insure that the group-

ing of vertically-unbalanced letters shall be

To this end my invention consists in Te-
ducing the width of the typ
tical area corresponding with the reduced
portion of the vertically-unbalanced- charac-

ter and in so shapmg the vertically-unbal-
‘anced types that wide-top types and wide-
‘base types are adapted to operatively interfit

 to bring their faces into sufﬁclentl'y close

o prommlty for artistic effect.
“.derstood tha,t wrtmaﬂy—balame(ﬂ *bypes are | Preferably each recess 8 1s S0 f@rme(ﬂ that ﬂ;he

It will be un-

e

e-pody in the ver-

not. changed n constructlon under my ii-

vention.
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My invention also consists in the features

of construction and arrangement hereinatter
more fully described and whmh are ma,de the

_sub]ect of claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an isometric
perspective of two types having vertically-
unbalanced faces constructed in a,ccordance
with my invention.

accordance with my invention, showing In

dotted lines the.outline of the type-body
from which the impression is taken; and Kig.
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Fig. 21s a face view ot &
type impression taken from type made in

3 is a similar view of a similar 1mpressmn. .

taken from types as ordinarily constructed

and showing m dotted lines-the ou'tlmes of

such ordinary-type-bodies.

Throughout the drawings like numerals of -

reference refer always to like parts.

In the drawings, 5 5 indicate the bodies of
the type, 6 6 their face ends, and 7 7 their
faces or the raised portions thereof repre-
sentinig the characters to be prmted by the

type.

The style of type which I have shown in
{)rmtmg, and

Fig. 1 is adapted for vertical
consequently in vertically-balanced type,
(which are not changed in construction under

‘the teachings of my invention,) the side

edges of the type are at night angles to the

top and bottom edges; but it will be apparent

that the teachings of mv invention are appli-

cable as well to types bearing 1italics, script,

or other slanting characters, the side edges of

which type are at correspondmg angles to the
type-bases.

In accordance with my invention each .of

the vertically-unbalanced types has a por-
tion of its body cut away longitudinally of
the type, so that at the end of the type a re-
cess 8 appears 1n the portion of the typ
vacant by the narrower portion of the type-
face, said recess being vertically limited by

'the pm‘t 9, which for convenience I will term
pm;gectmn " though it is on]V a-part of
The recesses

ﬂ;he normal width of the typ
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8 at the bases of those type Whmh are wide-

topped and the corresponding recesses at the
tops of the types which are wide-based are so
relatively proportioned that the projection 9

recesses 8 of the opposmely-—unbahnaed type:
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of each unbalanced type may Interfit in the
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shoulder 10, forming the vertical boundary of !

the recess, s parallel to the top and bottom
edges of the type and is located midway be-

‘tween said edges, while the side surface of |
‘the recess is parallel to the side edge of the

type end. The recesses in all of the types

are preferably of equal width, and 1t follows,

therefore, that when a series of type con-

structed in accordance with my invention are
assembled, as best indicated in Fig. 2, where

vertically-unbalanced type, such as the let-
ters ‘L’ and ‘Y’ are arranged side by side,
the projecting portion 9 of one unbalanced
type interfits into the recess 8 of the adjacent
oppositely-unbalanced type, so that the faces
of the type are brought into proper proxim-
ity to secure an artistic effect 1n the printing.

Tf is further to be noted that the cutting
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 ing that of the first-mentioned typ
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away of the types to form the recesses 3 1N No
way affects their general utility, as sufficient
of the normal side surface of the type is al-
ways left to enable it to be used like any or-
dinary type in association with balanced
typés presenting their normal side faces—as,
for example, where the letters *“T” and ‘‘ 1L
are arranged in proximity in Fig. 2—or with

an unbalanced type having a projection fac-

by side in Fig. 2. It follows, therefore, that
types constructed in accordance with my in-
vention may be used wherever ordinary
types may be used and in no way change or-

dinary composition, except that they secure

the proper relative positioning of oppositely-
unbalanced faces or charaecters. -
It will be apparent that numerous slight

e—as, for
‘example, where letters ‘L’ and “A’ are side

821,076

changes in the exact construction of the type
might be made without departing from the
spirit and scope of my invention. o

"~ Having thus described my invention, what

1 claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent of the United States, 1s— |
1. Printing-type adapted to be set side by
side in line and bearing vertically-unbal-

anced faces, each of said vertically -unbal-

anced type having its body diminished 1n
width at the portion corresponding to the
narrow portion of the type-face, and of suit-
able vertical extent to receive the undimin-

[ ished portion of an oppositely-unbalanced

type, whereby the type-faces, oppositely un-
balanced, may be brought into artistic prox-
imity when said type are placed side by side.

9.” Vertically - unbalanced printing -type,

‘each having a recess made in the side face of

its body, corresponding in vertical position
with the narrower portion of the unbalanced
type-face, and of vertical extent equal to or
greater than the undiminished portion of an
oppositely-unbalanced type. -

3. Vertically-unbalanced type having re-
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cesses formed therein extending into the side

of each type-body along the edge thereof cor-

responding with the minimum width of the

type-face,
diminished portions of the ‘ ‘wide-base’ types.
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two witnesses. 5
-~ CHARLES B. ASKEW.
In presence of—- SR |

" Geo. T. May,Jr.;

- Mary I. ALLEN.

the. recesses in the ‘‘wide-top”
types being adapted to interfit with. the un-
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