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To all whom it maly CONCErw:

Be it knewn that I, Fraxgors CourRTINADE,
a citizen of France, residing at New York,
in the county of New York and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Means for Promoting Accu-
rate Shooting, of which the following
specification, such as will enable those skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

- This invention relates to means or appara-

tus for promoting accurate shooting, and es-
pecially for teaching or promoting accurate
shooting at animals or objects in motion ; and
the object thereof is to provide improved
means or apparatus for accomplishing thisre-
sult which may be used either at home or in
public places of amusement and whereby
the diversion of shooting at living objects or
other objects in motion may be provided un-
der conditions which are safe and not cruel or
costly, a further object being to provide
led in
connection with which mice or rats may be
employed when it is desired to shoot at liv-
ing objects in motion.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which the sep-
arate parts of my improvement are desig-
nated by suitable reference characters in
each of the views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a sectional side view of my im-
proved means or apparatus for promoting
accurate shooting at animals or objects in
motion; Kig. 2, a partial section on the line 2
2 of Kig. 1, and Fig. 3 a plan view of a part of

the construction shown in Fig. 1.

In the practice of my invention, as shown
in the drawings, I provide a base, box, or re-
ceptacle @, which may be supported at any
desired height by means of standards, legs, or
other devices a* and which may be of any de-
sired size and within which is supported an
upright frame b, which in the form of con-
struction shown is substantially elliptical,
but which may be of any desired shape in
cross-section, the said frame in the construc-
tion shown consisting of side members 42, one
of which 1s shown in section in Fig. 2, to-
gether with a zigzag or other form of inclined
and winding track or way 4%, which extends
from the bottom of the frame b to the top
thereof, and a part of said spiral track or
way 1s also shown in Fig. 2.

In the bottom of the box or receptacle a is |

1S a

| a supplemental trap-box a2, having a hinged

door ¢* and in which rats or mice may be
placed, and in the form of construction shown
the frame b is provided at the top thereof
with a house or box ¢, having a door ¢ at one
side, with which the track or way b? connects.

In practice rats or mice may be kept in the
trap-box @® and may be liberated at any time
and may be caused to run or travel up the
way 0% as shown at d, and under the rules
governing the shooting the rat or mouse can
only be shot at when in motion. The party
shooting stands at a predetermined distance
from the frame b, and in practice the gun to
be shot will be loaded, preferably with a mis-
stle which will not seriously injure the rat or
mouse, but which will be such as to indicate
clearly by the action of the rat or mouse
whether or not the latter was hit. I prefer
this method of practicing shooting in order
that the rat or mouse may not be killed or se-
riously injured; but it will be apparent that
another charge may be employed, and the
rat or mouse may be killed when hit.

If the rat or mouse is killed, it falls into the
box or receptacle a, from which it may be re-
moved, and if struck by a missile which will
not kill or seriously injure the rat or mouse
may still be knocked from the way 5%, in
which event it will fall into the box or recep-
tacle @ and may again be caused to travel up
the track or way °, and it will be understood
that the sald mouse or rat may be shot at
when ascending or descending the said track
or way; but if the rat or mouse reaches the

‘box or house ¢ it cannot be shot at while

therein, and any suitable means may be pro-
vided for driving the rat or mouse out of said
box or house.

Another attractive feature of the device
consists in providing at a suitable elevation
an 1ncline track or way e, which connects
with the track or way b® at ¢? and on which is
mounted an open-work or other car f, which
travels on rails or similar devices ¢® on the
track or way e, and this car is provided at its
front end with a door g, which is pivoted at
g* and beneath which is pivoted a catch-lever
h, having an upwardly-directed forward end
h? and a downwardly-directed rearward end
h*.  The end h®is adapted to engage a stop e
on the track or way ¢ and located near the
frame b, and the end 7* is adapted to engage
the lower end of the door g, while the upper

end of said door is projected upwardly, as

shown at ¢% and at the top thereof is secured
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an elastic cord'g‘*, which is also secured to the

rear end of the car fat ¢°. On the outer end
of the track or way e is placed a target ¢,1n
the center 4 of which 1s a hole, and rear-
wardly of the target 4 and near the right-
hand side thereof, as shown in the drawings,
is pivoted a latch 4%, the front end of which 1s

adapted to engage a backwardly-directed
catch member ¢ on the car f, as shown In
Kig. 3. |

In practice a rat or mouse is placed in the
car 1, and said car is held adjacent to the tar-
get 1, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, by the latch
*, and the marksman fires at the target 1.
If he hits the center thereof, the missile or
ball passes through the hole ¢* and strikes the
pivoted latch 4° and releases the car f.  'The
car f passes downwardly over the track or
way e, and the rear end of the catch-lever h
strikes the stop ef, and this releases the door
g, and the cord b* opens said door and the rat

‘or mouse leaves the car f and passes onto the

spiral way b of the frame b.

Any number of the cars f may be provided,
and said cars may be of any desired construc-
tion, all that is necessary in this connection
being to provide a device of this class which
is released from the target © when the center
of the target is hit and the door of which 1s
open when the car reaches the frame 6.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s— '

1. An apparatus of the class described,
comprising an open base box or receptacle,

and an upright open frame placed therein,

said upright frame being provided with a
winding track or way which extends from the
bottom to the top thereof, and said base box
or receptacle being provided with a trap-box
having a hinged door, substantially as shown
and described. -

2. An apparatus of the class described,
comprising an open base box or receptacle,
and an upright open frame placed theremn,

said upright frame being provided with &
winding track or way which extends from
the bottom to the top thereof, and said base

box or receptacle being provided with a trap-

box having a hinged door, and the top of the

frame being also provided with a box having -

an opening with which said track or way con-
nects, substantially as shown and described.
3. An apparatus of the class described,

comprising a base box or receptacle, an up-
right frame mounted therein and provided

with an inclined and winding track or way

which extends from the bottom: to the top

thereof, an incline track or way at one side of
said frame which connects with:said first-

incline track or way, a car movable on said
track or way, and means whereby the car
may be detachably connected with said tar-
oet and released when the center of the tar-
oet is hit, said car being also provided with a

“door which is automatically opened when the
car reaches said frame, substantially asshown

and described.

4. In an apparatus of the class described,
an upright frame, an incline track or way at
one side of said frame and connecting there-
with, a car placed on the incline track or
way, a target also placed on said incline
track or way, and means for detachably con-
necting the car with the target and releasing
the car when the center of the target is hit,
said car being also provided with adoor which
is automatically opened when the. car reaches
said frame, substantially as shown and.de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed myname,in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 24th
day of June, 1905.

FRANCOIS .COURTINADE,

Witnesses: |
C. E. MULREANY,
F. A. STEWART.
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