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To all whowm It maly COnNCerm: |

Be it known that I, Joun IrvinGg THOMP-
SON, a citizen of the United States, resiaing
at Elk Grove, in the county of Sacramento
and State of California, have invented a new

and useful Ladder, of which the following 1s

a specification. | ‘
This invention relates to ladders, and has

for an object to provide a ladder embodying

improved features of stability, durability,
convenience, and efficlency.

A further object of the invention is to pro- |
vide a ladder of improved form presenting

but three bearing - points to the ground,
whereby the ladder stands firmly upon an
uneven surface.

While the improved ladder is adapted for
the various uses to which a step-ladder 1s or-
dinarily put, it is primarily intended for use
in orchards in picking fruit or other work in
the trees. |

It is therefore an object of the invention
to provide the supporting-rails with pointed
extremities formed by a curved line and
whereby they are adapted to penetrate and
engage hard ground, but to present a greater
bearing-surface to softer ground.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination.
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-

after fully described, shown in the accompa-

nying drawings, and particularly pointed out
in the appended claims, it being understood
that changes in form, proportion, size, and
minor details may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any ot the
advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the improved ladder. Fig. 2 is a
view of the top of the ladder in rear eleva-
tion. |

Like characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both figures of the draw-
ings. E o

In its preferred embodiment the improved
ladder forming the subject-matter of this ap-
plication comprises a step-section composed
of the side rails 10 and 11, meeting at their

lower ends and connected by an interposed |

wedge-shaped block 12. From their lower
extremities the side rails 10 and 11 diverge

regularly to their upper ends, where they are

secured together by the top overlapping step
13 and with steps, as 14, secured therebe-

tween at regular intervals and increasing

regularly in length from the lower step 15
upwardly. Immediately beneath the top
step 13 wedge-shaped bearing-blocks 16 and
17 are secured to the outer surfaces of the
rails, with the thicker sides of the wedge
downward, and so proportioned that the op-
posite planes of the blocks are parallel.
Through the side rails 10 and 11 and the
bearing-blocks is disposed the hinge-rod 18,

extending parallel with and slightly below
Upon the bar 18 are hinged

the top step 13.

the brace-rails 19 and 20, provided at their
upper ends with the wedge-shaped bearing-
blocks 21 and 22, with their thicker sides
downward and their parallel planes i con-
tact with the parallel surfaces ot the blocks

16 and 17, as indicated by lines 23 and 24.

The brace-section is made rigid 1In any ap-
proved manner, as by the oblique bars 25
and 26 and the transverse bar 26’. The
lower extremities of the brace-rails are
formed pointed, as at 27, by the curved cut
28, and a similar point 29 is formed upon the

| lower ends of the side rails 10 and 11 by the
curved cut 30. With the ends pointed 1t will:

be found that the ladder will generally stand
with sufficient rigidity and safety; but, it

preferred, a flexible connection 31 may be .

secured at one end to the cross-bar 27 and at

the other to any convenient part, as the ring

32, carried by one of the steps. .

From the foregoing it is believed the use,
operation, and advantages of the improved
ladder will fully and clearly be understood
and appreciated. ) |

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed 15—

1. A ladder comprising a top step, a step-
section fixedly secured thereto and having
side rails converging from the top step, con-
nected brace-rails hinged to the step-section
adjacent to and overlapped by the top step.

2. A ladder comprising a top step, a step-
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section fixedly secured thereto, and having | producing contact-surfaces substantially par- 10
side rails converging from the top step, brace- | allel each with the other.
rail hinged adjacent the top step and a rein- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
forcing-block interposed within the contract- my own | have hereto aflixed my signature in
5 ed end of the step-section. the presence of two witnesses.
5. A ladder comprising hinged sections JOHN IRVING THOMPSON.
having the opposite side rails of opposite sec- Witnesses:
tions substantially parallel and wedge-shaped W. G. Le Bovp,
bearing-blocks carried by each section and F. P. Gagz.
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