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To il whonv it may coneern

Be it known that I, HENRY FRANKLIN

- BROWNE, of Swampscott, in the county of

.
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Kssex and State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Shoes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. )

This invention relates chiefly to Spring-
heeled shoes; and it has for its object to pro-
vide certain improvements in the construc-
tion of shoes of this class looking to economy
and durability and to the provision of a
yielding heel seat or support for the heel of
the wearer’s foot. |

The improvement also has for its object to
provide means for reinforcing or stiffening
the upper of a shoe at the sides between the
heel and fore part portions.

The invention consists in the IMPTOVe-
ments which I will now proceed to describe
and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
8 perspective sectional view of a shoe eni-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 represents g
perspective view of parts shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 represents a perspective view showing
parts of another embodiment of the inven-
tion. Fig. 4 represents a section on line 4 4
of Fig. 3. Figs. 5 and 6 are perspective
views showing other embodiments of the in-
vention. Fig. 7 represents a side view, and
Fig. 8 a longitudinal section, of a portion of
another spring-heel shoe embodying my in-
vention. |

T'hesame numerals of reference indicate the
same parts in all of the figures.

In the drawings, 12 represents the outer
sole of a spring-heeled shoe, the same being
offset at its heel portion to form the breast 14
and top lift 15 of the spring-heel. '

16 represents the marginal portion of a fill-
ing-lift, which bears on the upper surface of
the top lift and is provided with beveled por-
tions bearing on the upper surface of the
breast portion, said beveled portions being
shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 5 as ears or WINgs
17, formed separately from the marginal por-
tion, and in Fig. 6 as portions 17/, which are
integral with the portion 16. The upper sur-
faces of the portion 16 and the portion 17 or
17" and the fore part of the outer sole form a
continuous marginal seat on which bears an
outwardly-turned marginal lip or flange 18
on the upper 19. A welt 20 is placed on the

hp 18, and the said welt, and lip are united |

' to the outer sole and to the portions 16 and

17 or 17" of the filling-lift by stitches 21 or
other suitable fastenings. The heel portion

~of the upper has a stiffener 330, provided

with an outwardly-turned flange 34, which
forms a part of the iip 18. The shoe thus
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constructed 1s strong, durable, and rela- -

tively inexpensive owing to its simplicity and
the facility with which its parts may be as-
sembled and united. :

The marginal portion of the filling-lift is U-
shaped and forms a cavity or pocket 22 for a
ytelding heel seat or cushion for the heel of
the wearer, which cushion practically forms
the central portion of the filling-lift. ~ Differ-
ent forms of cushions are shown in the draw-
Ings.

l':]Ni‘i;g{s. 1, 2, and 6 show a cushion 23, which
may be made of sole-leather and normally
supported in a raised position wholly by the
resilience of the leather or by a spring 24,

Fig. 1, interposed between said cushion and .

the top lift 15.

Figs. 3, 4, and -5 show a cushion 25, of rub-
ber or other elastic material, which may have
a shank 26 of the same material extending
over the shank portion of the outer sole and
secured thereto by suitable means, such as
studs 27, entering sockets in the outer sole.

75

30

The portions 17 are shown in Figs. 3 and 5 as

integral with the cushion 25, the said por-
tions when united to the upper and outer sole
as described retaining the cushion securely
in place. The cushion 25 may haye a U-

go

shaped incision 28, which permits its centr.) -

portion to rise and fall. Said central portion
may be cemented or otherwise secured to an
iner sole 29, the heel portion of which 18
adapted to spring upwardly, as shown in
Fig. 5.

%Vhen the cushion is constructed as shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 6, it may form a part of a
short tuck-sole 30 or other member of the
bottom portion of the shoe. In Figs. 1 and
2 the cushion 23, the filling-lift portions 17,
and the member 30 are made in a single in-
tegral piece which is independent of the mar-
ginal portion of the filling-lift. In Fig. 6
the said parts are shown as integral with the
said marginal portion. It will be seen that
the U-shaped portion 16 of the filling-lift pro-
vides for the application of a cushion to the

' heel-supporting portion of the shoe without

increasing the thickness of ‘the heel portion
of the shoe-bottom.
In Figs. 1, 2, 5, and 6 I show upper rein-
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fdrcing or stiffenine ears or wings 32, which
are supported by the bottom or sole portion
of the shoe and bear against the inner sur-

faces of the side portions of the upper be-
tween the heel and the fore. part. These

wings are preferably made ol fairly stiff
leather and are also preferably integral with
a tuck-sole or other member of the sole por-
tion of the shoe. They serve not only to re-
tain the shape of the sides of the upper, but
also to aid materially in supporting the sices
of the foot. It will be seen that the breast
of the spring-heel forms the iront side or wall
of the cushion pocket or cavity, the said
pocket being therefore formed by the appl-
cation of the filling-lift to the sole, the bot-
tom of the pocket being below the highest
portion of the heel-breast. ' ' .

In Figs. 7 and 8 I show a construction In
which the filling-lift comprises a cushion oc-

~cupying the entire space which in Fig. 3 1s

occupied by the U-shaped portion 16, beveled
portions 17, and cushion 25. In said Ifigs. 7

‘and 8 the spring-heel has an inclined breast
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a top lift 34 and an inner

23 and a solid body portion which incluces
lift 35, the upper
side of said body portion being lower than
the highest part of the breast 33. The heel
portion 36 of the upper 1s extended down-
wardly, its lower edge being inclined from
27 10 38 to conform to the breast. The up-
per surface of the heel-body forms the bot-
fom of a cushion pocket or cavity Jocated
below the highest part of the heel-breast, the
latter forming the front wall of sald cavity.
39 represents a cushion inserted in sald
pocket. =

Tn each of the embodimeénts of my mven-
tion above described the front wall of the
cushion-pocket is formed by the upper poT-

Gon of the inclined breast of a spring-heel,

and the under surface of the cushion is bev-
cled at its forward portion to abut against
the said inclined breast, the upper surface ot
the cushion being in each case substantially
flush with the highest portion of the inclined
breast, so that the cushion does not occupy

space 1n the shoe intended for the accommo-

dation of the heel portion of the foot. In
each embodiment the upper surface of the
cushion is substantially parallel with the
tread-surface of the heel when the cushion
is subjected to pressure, so that the cushion
has no tendency to force the foot forward
toward the toe of the shoe. It will also be
observed that in each embodiment of the 1n-
vention illustrated the margin of the cushion
is within the area of the heel portion of the

the front wall of the
cushion having flat substantially parallel up-
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upper, and | c_onsequéntly is not exposed, as
would be the case 1f a leather filling-lift of an
or. inary spring-heel shoe were to be replaced

by a rubber lift of the same form and loca-
tion. In other words,. the area of the cush-
ion is such that its margin is protected by
some part of the shoe, either by the mémber
16, to which the lower edge
tion of the upper is directly connected, as 1n
Figs. 1 to 6, inclusive, or by the lower edge
of the heel portion of the upper, as in Figs. 7
and 8. In either case the margin of the cush-
ion is out of sight and is protected.

I claim— - '

1. A spring-heel shoe having a heel-cush-
ion pocket, the bottom of which is located
below the upper portion of the inclined
breast of the spring-heel, said breast forming
pocket, and an elastic

per and lower faces and formed to occupy
said pocket and having 1ts under side bev-
oled at the forward end to abut against the
inclined breast, the upper side of the cushion
being substantially flush with the highest
part of the breast, the margin of the cushion
being within the area of the heel portion of

the upper.

9. A spring-heel shoe having an outer sole
offset at one end to form the tread portion,
and the inclined breast of a spring-heel, the
upper surface of the said tread portion being
located below the upper portion of the in-
clined breast, and forming the bottom of a
cushion-pocket, the front wall of which 1s
formed by the inclined breast,

cushion formed to occupy said pocket and

| having its under side beveled at the forward

end to abut against the inclined breast, the
upper side of the cushion being substantially
parallel with the tread-surface of the tread
Efrtion, and substantially flush with

ichest portion of the inclined breast, the
margin of the

of the heel portion of the upper.
3. A spring-heel shoe having an outer sole,

offset at one end to form the top lift and
breast of a spring-heel, and 2 filling-lift com-

of the heel por-.

the.
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and an elastic
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cushion being within the area -
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prising a U-shaped piece or portion and a

portion bearing on the top

central plece or
the end

lift and beveled portions bearing on
portions of the breast. |
In testimony whereof 1 have affixed my

signature in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY FRANKLIN BROWNE,
Witnesses: | S
Taomas C. ROWEN,

GrEORGE C. BROWNE.
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