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To all whom it maly CoOncer:

Be it known that I, Geore H. BEDIENT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-
timore, Marvland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Metallic Fabrics,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention herein shown 1s an 1mprove-
ment in metallic fabrics for mats and other
purposes of that class in which units or parts
are held together by means of rods passing

through these units or parts.
I have illustrated the invention as applied |

to the form of units or parts shown in Letters
Patent of Emory A. Bedient, No. 776,620,

oranted on the 22d day of November, 1904;

but it is equally applicable to fabrics com- -

posed of other forms of units or parts and 1s
shown in this particular form merely for illus-
tration. ' _
The general construction of the fabric
herein shown is the same as that of the patent

above specified—that is to say, the fabric 1s -

composed of units consisting of thin strips of
steel or other metal bent to form a rectangu-
Jar parallelogram, but centrally partly open
on one side, the units being reversed to and
interlocked with each other to form the lon-
gitudinal series of sections, with duphication
or multiplications of such series for lateral
extension and all flexibly connected by later-
ally-arranged rods which pass through and

connect the units and also pass through and

connect the laterally-extended series. My
present invention relates to these connecting-
rods. These consist of a series of broad sta-
ples formed of rod or wire inserted from the
outside on each edge, with the bridges of the
staples resting against both outer edges of the
fabric and with the prongs passing laterally
through one section and connecting 1ts units

and into another section by the side of the
first and terminating in the interior, and thus
connecting the sections with the clenched or

otherwise-secured ends on the inside. This
is illustrated in the accompanying drawings,

- 1n which—

Figure 1 represents the fabric in plan view.
Fig. 2 is a side view. Kig. 3 is a detall view
of a modification, and Fig. 4 is a view of one

of the units. - _ _
In the drawings the units of thin strips of

metal, with parallel sides and with ends 3

forming incomplete or open sides, are inter-

| locked to form a longitudinal series of sec-

tions connected on one side by the continu-

ous side 1 of one unit and on the other by a

plain strip ¢, laid on the side and connecting
the sections, such as A B.

It will be understood that the strips are
punched at points x, where the laterally-ar-
ranged prongs pass through.

There are three series of sections shown
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placed side by side; but any other odd num-

ber of three may be used; but whatever the
form of the units 1t will be understood that
they interlock with or lap upon one another,
so that the rods or prongs pass through and
connect the units.

The staples having prongs 7 of rod or wire
form are inserted from the outside through
holes in the lapping parts of the units com-
prising the sections and through the adjoin-
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ing side of the adjacent section, and these .

prongs or rods terminate on the inner sur-
face of the inside of a middle or interior sec-
tion. They may be secured by bending over
or clenching the ends or by nuts or 1n any
way convenlent.
simplest and easiest, and as all these fasten-
ings are on the interior and are there held in
place and out of the way and not exposed to
catching or tearing the bending may be used as
well as any other method of securing the sta-
ples. 1 have, however, devised another
special connection for the ends, whereby both
ends are united and also covered or concealed
and whereby also any desired strain may be
put upon the prongs to draw them together
and firmly bind the structure. This consists
of a sleeve made with right and left hand in-
teriorly-threaded ends like an ordinary turn-
buckle. The ends of the prongs or rods are
also threaded and are mserted one in one end
of the sleeve 9 and the opposite 1n the other
end of the sleeve, these ends being drawn to-
gether by turning the sleeve.
sired strain may be put upon the fabric and the
parts are secureljgr held together. The sleeve
may be in the form of ordinary tubing, n

length preferably not exceeding half the

width of the space within the unit in which 1t

lies. By this construction the bridges of the
staples are all on the outside and form a neat
finish and the same appearance on both edges
of the fabric. The rods on each side may
extend nearly to the other side, and thus

75

The bending over 1s the -
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break joints; but however this may be the

clenched rods are in the interior of the fabric.

By this improvement I lessen the cost and
provide a mat that will not cut or mar the
floor or its covering, is of economical construc-
tion, neat in appearance, and may be rolled

" up when not in use.
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1 claim—

1. A fabric composed of units arranged in
sections, and staples extending from the op-
posite edges of the fabric toward the interior
of the fabric with their prongs axially in line
and secured within said fabric, substantially
as described.

2. A tabric composed of units of substan-
tially rectangular form each having an open
side with inwardly-turned ends the adjacent
units being reversed in position and inter-
meshing by having a portion of each entering
the open side of the other and means passing
through the sides and inturned ends of the
units for pivotally holding them together,
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sald means consisting of U-shaped staples
extending mwardly from opposite sides¥of
the Tabric with their ends secured within the

fabric, substantially as described.

3. A fabric composed of units in the form

of flat strips, arranged in sections and con-

nected by staples, the prongs of which are se-
cured within the fabric by sleeves, substan-

tially as described.

4.. A fabric composed of edge units and in-
terior units with staples extending from op-
posite edges of the fabric part way toward
the center with their prongs secured within
sald fabric on opposite sides of the center,
substantially as described.:

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE H. BEDIENT.

Witnesses:
- Frank A. BranDy,

Warrer C. SMITH.
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