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To «wll whom it may concern:
- Be 1t known that I, CHARLES R. SMEAD, a

citizen of the United States, and a resident of.

St. Paul, in the county of Ramsey ard State

of Minresota, Lave irvernted a rew and Im-

proved File and Fasterer, of wlich the fol-
lowing 1s a full; clear, and exact descriptior.

The 1nvention relates to an 1mprovemeiit
In' file-wrappers for containing documents
and also in an improved faster.er desigred es-
pecially for use in conrection with the 1m-
proved file. | -

The object of the invention is to securely

fasten the file-wrapper, avoiding the neces-
sity of tapes or elastic bands; permittirg full
expansion of the file, and at the same time

permittirg the file-wrapper to be very readily

opered ai:d closed. - |
A further object of the 12 vention 1s to coxn-
struct a fasterirg device particularly usefulin

conr.ection:with a file of this sott and capable.

of securely Liolding the flapsof th e file ei caged,

at the same time permitiisg the fastering to |

be readily maripulated. E
To these ends I employ a file-wrapper hav-

15ig & body part ard, if desired, two auxihary
flaps and also havirg two main closing-flaps

which fold ox.e over the other, ore of the flaps,

preferably the outer flap, being provided at
each corner of its free erd with a peculiar

swinging fastener which is intended remov-

ably to engage the other main closing-flap,
thus holding the outer closing-flap securely n

closed position at both ends.
35

The invention resides in certain special

- features of corstruction and relative arrange-
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ment of parts, which will be fully set forth

hereirafter and pointed out in the claims.
Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-

ing drawings, which illustrate asan example

the preferred embodiment of my invention,

in which drawings like characters of reference
1ndicate like parts in the several views, and 1n
which— ' |

- Kigure 1 is a perspective view of the file,
showing it 11 open position. - Fig. 21s an er-
- larged-detail view showin

file and illustrating the fasterer thereof in
closed position. Fig. 3 is a similar view, ex-
cepting that the fastener is in open, positios;
and Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view or'the line
4 4 of ﬁig. 2. |

As here shown, the file 1s constructed. of a

back or body a, to the inner side of which 1s’
suitably fastened a reinforcing-base d. . This

reinforcing-base d has integral, respectively,

o ore correr of the

. =

with its upper and lower ends the auxiliary
flaps e and f, which are intended to fold m-
ward, as shown in Kig. 1, covering the papers

which lie between the reinforcing-base d and.
the auxiliary flaps. At each end of the back
or body a of the file-wrapper the main or clos-

irg flaps b and ¢ are arranged. These flaps
are arranged to fold over the auxiliary flaps e
and f, formirg a completely-irclosed file-
wrapper. At each free corner of the flap b
the fastening devices f are arrarged. These
fastering devices are interded to engage with
the top ard bottom edges of the flap ¢ at
points rear tlLe back or body a of the file. It
will thus be observed that 1 provide a com-
pletely-inclosed file-wrapper the outer clos-
mg-flap of which is fastened to the file-wrap-
per. at both of its free corners, preventing
these corrers from turning up and tearing
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and securely holding the file closed without

‘the reed of tape or elastics, which heretofore

have been commonly emploved for this pur-
pose. - -
~ As here shown the faster 1ng devices f com-

‘prise main portions f’, corstructed preter-

ably of sheet spring metal and mounted on

30

the free corners of the flap b by means of eye-

lets or otherdevices f3, which are of such coz-
struction as to enable the fastenings to swing
freely between the positions shown 1n Figs. 2
and 3. At its outer edge the main

the fastener carries a tongue f?, which 1s pref-

1E)&I'tf of

erably integral with the main part and lies at

one side of and spaced from the same.

cording to the construction here shown, has a
diagonal outer edge which facilitates the en-
agement of the tongue with the flap ¢. The

asteriers are attached to the inner side of the
flap b for the double purpose of facilitatlirg

their engagement with the flap-c¢ and of giv-
ing the file a smooth or unobstructed exterior

Thas
is shown best in Fig. 4. The tongue f%, ac-
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form when closed. By moving the fasterer

inward to the position shown in Figs. 2 and 4
it will be observed that the torgue f* em-
braces the flap ¢, securely holding the flaps b
and ¢ together.
out to the position shown m Fig. 3 said
tongue disengages the flap ¢ and permits the
flap b to be freely opered. The diagonal

By moving the fastenng

I0Q

outer edge of the tongue f* serves not only to

facilitate its engagement with the flap ¢ (v.h_.lr—
ing the closing operation, but it also avoids

‘the necessity of swinging the fastener out-

wardly beyond a position of approximately
forty-five degrees (45°) with respect to the
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whereby

2

end edges of the file during the opening oper-
ation. |

Having thus described the preferred form
of my invention, what I claim as rew, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A file-wrapper comprising a main part
or body and closing-flaps at opposite sides
thereof, and fasteners respectively attached
to the free corners of the outer closing-flap

and adapted to engage the inner edge por- !

tlons of the second or inner closing-flap,
y to fasten the outer flap at each end.

2. A file-wrapper comprising a main part
or body and closing-flaps at opposite sides

thereof, and fasteners respectively attached |

to the tree corners of the outer or closing-flaps
and adapted to engage the inner edge por-
tions of the second or inner closing - flap,
whereby to fasten the outer flap at eaech end

|

J o

“speciied.

‘name to this specification in the

819,464

said -fasteners"being attached to the inner 20

side of the outer closing-flap, for the purpose

3. A file-wrapper comprising a main part
or body, and closing-flaps at opposite sides
thereof, said flaps being adapted to fold one
over the other, and fasteners attached re-
spectively to the corners of the free portion of
the outer flap and adapted removably to en-
gage a-part of the file to hold said outer flap
at each end thereof. .

In testimony whereof I have signed my
presence of

two subscribing witnesses.
~ CHARLES R. SMEAD

Witnesses:
JoHN B. OADSON,
1. C. UnpLIN.
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