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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, FLEUrRY K. BARTHOLO-
MEW, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Cam bell, in the county of Santa Clara
and State of Californmia, have invented new
and useful Improvements i Fruit-Packag-
ing Devices, of which the following 1s a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to a device for pack-
aging prunes and other dried fruits.

"It consists in the combination of parts and
in details of construction, which will be more
fully explained by reference to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a ‘side elevation of my device.
Fie. % shows the box and false side and bot-
tom. Fig. 3 shows the open frame and flange
inverted.

It 1s the object of my invention to com-
press prunes and like fruits into packages of
certain dimensions and welghts within a pre-
liminary forming device with enveloping pa-
pers and to prowde means by which the
formed and compressed packages may be re-
moved {rom the compressing apparatus and
transferred to a permanent box or case In
which 1t 1s to be exhibited and sold.

The device consists of a box A having two

ends, one side, and the bottom, as at A’.

The other side is left open. 2 1s a false bot-
tom slidable into the open side of the box A
and resting upon the bottom A’. This false
bottom has an upturned side, as at 3, which
when the parts are in place completes the 1n-
closure of the main box, this side being of the
same height as the sides of the box A, The
paper or other equivalent lining 4 1s then laid
into the box as thus completed

5 1s an open frame having sides and ends
only, and around this frame 1s a flange 6, ex-
tending downwardly and adapted to fit over
the perlphery of the box A and the upturned
side 3, thus holding these parts temporarily
n p031t10n The edcres of the paper or other
envelop lying in the box are turned out-
wardly, so that the frame and flange fit over
the outwardly-turned portions ot the envelop
and sald quantity of fruit to be pressed and
determined by weight i1s placed 1n the box
and the superposed Trame.

The boxes and frames are made to suit any
desired quantity to be put into the package—
as one, two, five, or ten pounds, as the case

may be. A follower is then placed upon the
hmt and the box is placed beneath a press ot
any suitable or desired construction. A sim-

L

ple form of press 1s indicated, as at 8, but 1t
will be mamtfest that any suitable form of
press may be employed. The plunger being
brought down upon the fruit will compress it
into the container below the frame, the fruit
resting upon the false bottom 2 and being
shaped by the three sides of the box A and
the movable side 3. This being accom-
plished the plunger 1s raised, the follower and
open frame 5 are removed, and the envelop-
Ing paper 4 may be folded over the package
in the usual manner. The package 1s then
removed by withdrawing the false bottom
and supplemental side, the bottom either
projecting beyond the side to form a handle
or a sultable handle may be applied to facili-
tate removal. The packages may thus be
transterred and placed m a pasteboard or
other box in which 1t 1s to be permanently 1n-
closed.

Such boxes may be made to contain a num-
ber of the packages, the internal dimen-
sions of the exterior box being such that a
number of the packages may be placed 1n the
box until the latter is filled. These pack-
ages being each completed and inclosed In
their envelops may be removed for sale or
use without disturbing their form or the
other packages in the box.

It will be understood that under some con-
ditions the false side 3 may be employed
without the false bottom, since the envelop
will sufliciently secure the compressed pack-
age to allow it to be removed. It will also be
understood that this false side may be held
in position by any means equivalent to that
herein described; but I have found the pres-
ent device to be a very convenient one for the
purpose.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s—

1. A device for packaging dried fruits, said |

device comprising a box having a permanent
bottom, ends, and one side, an independent
removable side fitting the open side of the
mailn box, a false bottom to which the side 1s
fixed, an open bottom frame fitting upon the
top of the main box, and a suuoundmcr flange
projecting downwmdly from said frame in-
closing the top of the main box and the false
side thereby’ retaining the false bottom in po-
Sltlon during compression.

. In a device for packaging dried fruit, a
main box or former having a fixed bottom
ends, and one side, a false side completing the

60

70

75

30

OO

95

100

105

ITIO



box, a false bottom to which said side is fixed,
slidable upon the bottom of the main box,

IO

a frame approximately fitting the top of the
main box, and a downwardly - extending
flange carried by said frame and overhanging
the side and ends of the box or former and
also the false side sald flange adapted to lock

the false side in position with relation to the
main box. -

3. In a device for packaging dried fruit, a

main box or former having one open side, a

false bottom and side fitting the main box

- and completing its outline, a frame substan-
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tially fitting the top of the main box having a
downwardly - extending flange fitting over 13
and temporarily locking the supplemental
side and bottom in place, and means by
which the fruit with which the structure 1s
filled 1s compressed into the main box. |

- In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set 20
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. -
FLEURY K. BARTHOLOMEW.

Witnesses:
Hexnry P. Tricou,

S. H. Nourss.
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