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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM P. SWOPE, OF OWENTON, KENTUCKY.

INK-WELL.

No. 818,581.

Spegiﬁca.tion of Letters Patent.

Patented April 24, 1906.

Application filed January 30,1906, Serial No,298,674.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLriam P. SwoPE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Owen-
ton, in the county of Owen and State of Ken-
tucky, have invented a new-and useful Ink-
Well, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to ink-wells.

The object of the invention is to provide
an ink-well having a novel form of reservoir
combined therewith which shall perform the
dual functions of supplying ink to the well
and of closing the same when desired to pre-
vent evaporation or thickening of the ink.

Further objects are to facilitate the filling
of the reservoir, to combine it with the base
of the ink-well in such manner as while 1t will
be free to have movement relatively thereto

it will be held against accidental disconnec-

A like.

M named,

tion therefrom and will positively preclude
escape, and thus waste of ink, and to provide
a novel! form of pen-rack and envelop-and-
paper rack which shall be cap
combined with or removed from
at will. |

With the above and other objects in view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
is better understood, the same consists in the
novel construction and combination of parts
of a reservoir ink-well, as will be hereinafter
fully described and claimed. |

In the accompanying drawings, Torming a
part of this specification, and in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-

the Iink—-weﬁ

{ ing parts, Figure 1 1s & collective detall view

in perspective of the ink-well and reservorr,

{ showing the parts disconnected. * Fig. 21s 2

view in persSpective with the parts assembled.
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view. Fig. 4

¥ is a view in rear elevation of the end of the

base of the ink-well. Fig. 5 is a view 1n side

elevation exhibiting the pen-rack and the en-

velop-and-paper rack combined therewith.
The base. 1, reservoirs 2 and 3, detachable

ink-well 4, sponge-cup 5, and pen or pin tray
6 are made of any suitable non-corrosive sub--

stance, preferably of glass, porcelain, or the
The base, which is herein shown as ap-
proximately rectangular in form, is provided
with a marginal upstanding flange 7, a longi-
tudinal flange 8, and a transverse flange 9,
the said flanges being preferably all of the

came height and serving to define seats 10,

i1, 12, and 13, the seats 10, 12, and 13 being

of the same depth and the seat 11 being ap-

pmximatel{l twice the depth of those first
Ih

able of beine

I

modate the ink-reservoir 2, the seat 11 to ac-
commodate the detachable ink-well 4 and
ink-reservoir 3, the seat 12 to accommodate
the sponge-cup 5, and the seat 13 to accom-
modate the pen or pin tray 6. In order to
adapt the base to have combined with 1t the

ink-well 4, sponge-cup 5, and tray 6, the base

is ‘provided with orifices 14, 15, and 16, that
extend entirely through it for-the purpose.

- In order to hold the ink-well 4, sponge-cup o,
and tray 6 properly combined with the base,

the first-named -element is provided with a

' flange 17, the second with a flange 18, and the
third with a flange 19, that#re of a size to fit

snugly within the seats 11, 12, and 13.

The upper face of the seat 10 is provided
with a longitudinally-disposed ink-distribut-.
ing chamber 20, with two ink-wells or ink-

dips 21 and 22, the latter being of greater
depth than the former, as shown 1n :Fig. 3,
and with a duct 23 connecting the chamber
and the wells. The ink-well 4 1s
with a similar ink-distributing chamber 24,
with an ink-well or ink-dip 25 and a duct 26
connecting the chamber and the well.
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provided

3o

Each of the ink-reservoirs is provided on |

that side which will be the under one 1n use
with a neck 27 and 28, respectively, that are

adapted to work within the ink-distributing

chambers 20 and 24, but are of such length &s

not to contact with the bottom thereof, as

clearly shown in Fig. 3. |

The seats 10 and 11 are of sufficiently
oreater length than the reservoirs 2 and 3 as
to permit them to be moved backward a suffi-
cient distance to bring their front sides 1n
alinement with the rear walls of the ink-
wells, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, thereby per-
mitting the penreadily to be dippedinto either

onie of the wells and when moved outward to a

position shown by dotted lines 1 Kig. 2 to
cover the wells. In practice the reservoir 2,
which is the larger one, will contain black ink
and the reservoir 3 -will contaln red or any
other colored ink. By having the reservoirs
movable relatively to the wells 1t will be seen
that when not in use these may be always

9o
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kept . vered, thus to prevent evaporation of

the ink or thickening thereof, whereby the

ink is conserved, and the utilityof the article

as a whole is largely enhanced.
To cause the reservoirs 2 and 3 to bear

upon the seats 10 and 11 with sufficient force
to secure. a substantially air-tight juncture

between tie parts, there 1s a pressure-exert-

e seat 10 is adapted to accom- | ing member employed, which consists of two

10§
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- arms 29, having -their terminals provided | with the exception that the ink-well 4 1sre-
with inturned flanges 30, and a bar 31, con- | moved from the base. | R
necting the arms and provided with two pairs | = It will be noted by reference to Fig. 3 that -

ot oppositely-disposed spring-fingers 32, that | the ink in the two wells will remain at 8 uni--

5 are adapted to bear upon the upper sides of | form depth, thus causing the pen to take just 7c

- the reservoirs 2 and 3, respectively. As | enough and never too much, the large well.
herein shown, the lower portions of the arms, | being shallow for small pen-points and the
or those carrying the flanges 30, are broader | small well being deep for large pen-points;
than the bar and are provided with inset | but at no time can a en be dipped deep

io bends 33, that.are provided for the purpose | enough for a point to take up enough of ink 73
of permitting the arms to lie close to the | to cause it to bleed or blot. I
outer sides of the two reservoirs, as shown in | It will be seen from the foregoing descrip-
Fig. 3, thus to cause them always to remain | tion that although the improvements herein:

In engagement with the seats10and 11. The | defined are simple in character they will be

15 tlanges 30 engage lateral seats 34, provided in | thoroughly efficient for the purposes designed 8o

the sides of the base, and as the pressure-ex- | and will result in the production of an ink-
-erting member is made of resilient metal | stand that will retain inkin the best possible

there will be no danger of the parts becoming | condition for use and withoutwaste for an ex-

disconnected in use. R | tended period. | ,

20 - Kach of the arms 29 adjacent to the flanges | 1 claim— | , 8
is provided with longitudinal slots 35, that | 1. An article of the class described com-
are adapted to be engaged by the inturned | prising a base having ink-wells of different.
toes 36, formed on the lower ends of the arms | depths, and a superposed ink-reservoir, one
37 of a pen-rack, which, as shown, is provided | of the parts being movable relatively to the

25 with two inclined members 38, having pen- | other to open or close the wells. - 90

" holder-seats 39, formed therein. The mem- | ‘2. An article of the class described com-
bers 38 are connected by a cross-bar 40, pref- | prising a base provided with a plurality of
erably integral therewith, from which de- | ink-wells of different depths, and a super-
pends a member 41, having its lower end pro- | posed ink-reservoir movable upon the base

30 vided with an inturned flange 42 to engage a | to open or close the ink-wells. o 05
seat 43 1 the rear end of the base, an by | 3. An article of the class described com- -
this arrangement the  pen-rack is held posi- | prising a base provided with an ink-well and -~
tively and yet detachably combined with the .| with upstanding marginal flanges, a super-
pressure-exertin%uliaember and with the base. | posed ink-reservoir mounted for longitudinal

35 Asa matterof further and specificimprove- | moverent upon the base to cover or uncover 100
ment there is provided an envelop-and-paper | the ink:well, and being limited in its move-
rack, which consists of two members 44 and | ments by the flanges, and yielding means for
45, the upper end of each of which is provided | holding the reservoir combined with the base.

~with a clip element 46, adapted by frictional 4. An article of the class described com-

40 engagement with the bar 40 to be held de- | prising a base embodging a fixed and a re- 1035
tachably combined therewith. - Each mem- | movable ink-well, and ink-reservoirs super-
ver 44 45 bas 1ts lower portion bent at right | posed upon the base and movable thereon to
angles to its length, as at 47, and thence par- | cover or uncover the ink-wells. -
allel with the member 44 45, as at 48, form-| 5. An article of the class described com-

45 Ing In conjunction with the member 44 45 a | prising a base embodying a plurality of ink- 110
paper-rack. A member 49 is secured to each | wells of different depths, one of which is de-
of the members 48 and forms in conjunction | tachably combined with the base, and super-
therewith an envelop-rack. .| posed ink-reservoirs movable relatively to

- The reason for having the ink-reservuir 4 | the base to cover or uncover the ink-wells. -

50 detachable is that when the reservoir 3is to | 6. An article of the class described com- 1t 5
be combined with or positioned upon-the prising 8 base provided with an ink-well, an
base that the latter has to be inverted, and if | ink-resetvoir superposed upon the base and
the reservoir 4 were not detachable when this | movable' thereon to cover or uncover the

- Procedure takes place the ink contained | well, a pressure-exerting member coacting
55 therein would flow out. | with the reservoir and having a detachable 120
- In positioning the reservoir 2 with the base l connection with the base, a pen-rack detach-
the former is filled with ink. The base is | ably combined with the pressure- exerting
then inverted. The neck 27 is then placed 'rnember, and a paper-and-envelop rack de-
“within the distributing-chamber 20 and fit- | tachably combined with the pen-rack. =
6o ted snugly in the seat 10, and the base is then | = 7. An article of the class described com- 125

i——

brought to its normal position, whereupon | prising a base provided with an ink-well and
‘the ink will feed gradually from the reservoir | with terminal and lateral seats, an ink-reser-
into the chamber 20, and thence through the | voir movably mounted upon the basétocover
‘duet 23 to the wells 21 and 22. . To fill the | or uncover the ink-well, a pressure-exerting
65 reservoir 3, the same procedure is ohserved 1 member coacting with the rezervoir and hav-- 130
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ing inward-projecting Hanges to engage the
lateral seats and having slots adjacent to
the flanges, a pen-rack having inward-pro-
jecting toes to engage the slots and a flange
to engage the terminal seat, and a combined

naper-and-envelop rack having clip members

to engage with the pen-rack.

3. An article of the class described, com-
prising a base provided with a plurality of
ink-wells, superposed Ink-reservoirs mo vably

mounted upon the base to open or close the

ink-wells, and a fastening device for securing

the reservoirs to the base.
0 An article of the class described com-

Hlanges surrounding

prising a base having ink-wells therein and

reservoir disposed above each weli and heid
against displacement by the tlanges, said
reservolirs being det&chaﬁle from the base to
open or close the wells. | | |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my sienaturein

the presence of two witnesses:

WILLIAM P. SWOPE.
YWitnesses:

Warrer WILHGITE,

H. VW. ALEXANDER.

255

| the wells and extending
- upward from the base, and a superposed ink-
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