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To all whom it Mmaly CORCEPT:

Be it known that I, Jorn C. SMITH, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Liynch-
burg, in the county of Campbell and State of

: Virginia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Hangmen’s Scaffolds, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an apparatus for

the execution of criminals by hanging.

1o One of the objects of the invention 1s to _ _
| by means of weights 26, connected with ropes

dispense with the use of ladders or stairs in
connection with executioners’ scaffolds, and

thus it tends to lighten the labors of those
whose duty mnecessitates escorting and in'
15 many cases supporting or conveying the

criminal to the point of execution.

The apparatus is so constructed that 1t
may be readily transported as a whole from |
place to place, or the various parts may be -

20 separated and bundled together for storage .

or shipment.

The invention is clearly shown in the ac-
1 understood.

companying drawings, whereon—

Figure 1 1s a front elevation of the appa-

N

" 25 ratus with the scaffold-frame and drop-plat-
form in lowermost position. Fig. 2 1s a per-
spective view of the apparatus with scaffold-

frame in uppermost position, culprit hanging
from the beam thereof, and the drop-platform

30 in its fallen position. Fig. 3 1s a plan or top

view of the drop-platform, and Fig. 4 the un-
der side of same. |

The main frame of the apparatus com-
prises a rectangular base composed of four

35 pieces of timber or other material 1 2 3 4, 2
top of similar shape composed of pieces 5 6 7
8. ‘and the corner-posts 9 10 11 12, the said
parts connected with the base and top sec-
tion by screws or such other means as will

4o permit of separation of the parts whenever
occasion may require.

~ The upper surface of each corner of the
“aforesaid frame is provided with a bearing-
block 13, having a sheave 14 journaled there-

45 1n for purposes %ereinafter fully set forth.

An elevator - frame adapted to operate
within the main frame is composed of a pair
of side rails 15 16 and cross-ties 17 18, ar-
ranged with projecting crossed ends and se-

so cured together by screws or other means so
that the said projecting crossed ends may

straddle the posts of the main {rame, and thus |

1

serve to guide the elevator in its upward and
downward movements. ,

The sides of the elevator-frame are pro-
vided with upwardly-projecting pieces 19 20,
across the upper ends of which is secured a
beam 21, to which the hanging-rope 22 with

! its noose 23 is secured, either by means of an

eyebolt 24 and nut 25 or in any other suit-
able manner. _
The elevator-frame is held in suspension

27, which operate over the sheaves 14, the op-
posite ends of the said ropes being secured to
the corners of the elevator-frame by means of
evebolts 28 or such other devices as mayserve
the same purpose. The aforesaid ropes and
weight are held clear of the posts by means
of eyebolts or guides, as shown at 29; but the
said guides may be dispenséd with by increas-

ing the diameter of the sheaves 14 or by form-
| ing the bearings of said sheaves with out-

wardly-curved side plates, as will be readily

To limit the upward movement of the ele-
vator-frame, the posts of the main frame are
provided with side pins 30 or blocks 31.
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Braces 32 are connected by hinges 33 with

opposite side of base of the main frame, so
that when swung upward they may be made
to securely lock the elevator-frame In either
its upper or lowermost position, the free ends
of the braces abutting against the under sur-

faces of the sides of the elevator-frame when

in its uppermost position and the perfora-
tion 34 at the inside of each brace engaging
the pins 35, projecting outward from the side

‘pieces 19 20 to hold the elevator-frame when

in its lowermost position. Latches 36 are
pivotally connected with: the sides of the ele-
vator-frame, locking the braces when abut-
ting against the said frame.

The numeral 37 designates a drop-—pl:it-"

form of such length and width as to neatly
fill the space between the side pieces 15 16
and cross-ties 17 18 of the elevator-frame.

" The drop-platform is intended to be 1n-
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serted within the aforesaid space from the .

under side thereof, and to limit the depth of
insertion its ends are provided with project-
ing ribs 38 39. To the under surface of the
drop-platform is pivotally secured a serles of
side bolts or latches 40, having inwardly-pro-
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jecting arms 41, which are pivotally connect-
ed with side bars 42 43. The said bars are
adapted to be operated simultaneously by a
rope 44 or other suitable means when neces-
sary to disconnect the platform from the
frame thereof. .

The mmner surfaces of the side pieces 15 16
of the elevator-frame are provided with re-

cesses 45 to receive the ends of the bolts 40
when the platform is in position.

To prevent injury to the platform-locking
device, as well as to deaden the sound of its
fall, a cushion 46 is arranged within the base
of the main frame; but springs or other de-
vices may be employed instead to secure the
same result. |

In the operation of the apparatus the drop-

platform is locked within the elevator-frame
and the said frame depressed and secured in

20 1ts lowermost position by raising the hinged

35

braces 32 until the recess 34 thereof shall en-
gage the side pins 35 of the elevator-frame.

The culprit is then led or otherwise brought to

the platform, and after the noose of the hang-
ing-rope 1s adjusted around his neck the
braces 32 are swung outward from the pins
35, when by reason of the counterbalance-
welghts 26 the frame is raised to its upper-
most limited position. Here it is secured by
swinging the free ends of the braces 32 under
the sides thereof, and thus secured by the
latches 36. A quick pull of the rope 44 will
release the locking-bolts and allow the plat-
form to dropfrom itsframe,leaving the crimi-
nal suspended from the beam above.

Having described my invention, what I

818,306

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—
1. The combination in a hangman’s scaf-

fold, of a frame provided with a series of bolt-

recesses and a drop-platform having bolts
adapted to engage the said recesses with
means for simultaneously releasing the said
bolts.

2. In a hangman’s scaffold, the combina-
tion of a main frame and a second frame
adapted to operate vertically therein, the sec-
ond Irame provided with bolt-recesses and
a drop-platform having bolts adapted to en-
gage the aforesaid recesses, with means for
simultaneously operating the bolts.

3. In a hangman’s scaffold, a main frame
and an elevator-frame adapted to operate
therein, the elevator-frame provided with
counterbalances and the main frame having
side braces for securing the elevator-frame in
etther its upper or lower position.

4, A hangman’s scaffold comprising a
maln irame, an elevator-frame adapted to
operate therein, the said elevator-frame pro-
vided with a top beam, a suspensory rope and
noose and means for connecting the rope with
the beam. | |
~ In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 1st day of August, A. D. 1905.

L

his
- JOHN C. x SMITH.

mark .
Witnesses: | P

J. P. WILLIAMSON,
H. N. JEnKINs,
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