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Be it known that I, GEORGE W. MANN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at San
Luis Obispo, in the county of San Luis Obispo
and State of California, have invented new
and useful Improvements 1n. Beehives, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to beehives, and es-
pecially to an improved closure therefor, hav-
img for its objects tO produce a compara-
tively simple inexpensive device of this
character which may be readily installed for
use, one which may be conveniently adjusted
for varying the size of the hive-opening as
circumstances may require, and one which
may be properly arranged to control the n-
aress and egress of either the neuter bees or
drones. |

With these and other objects 1n view the
‘nvention comprises thenovel features of con-
<truction and combination of parts more
fully hereinaiter described. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
3 perspective view of a hive equipped with a
closure embodying the invention. Fig. 2 1s
an enlarged view in elevation of the device,
showing the same in closed position. IFig. 3
‘s a similar view showing the parts arranged
to permit 1ngress and egress of the neuter
bees and with the doorway opened through-
out its entire length. Tig. 41s a similar view
showing the doorway closed throughout a
portion of 1ts length. Fig. 5 1s a similar
view showing a different arrangement ot the
JJots or closures with the auxiliary slide 1
fully-opened position. Fig. 6 is a similar view
showing both slides or closures adjusted for
wholly opening the doorways, and the latter
adapted for the passage of drones. Fig. 71s
o perspective view of the main slide or clos-
are. Fig. 8 is a similar view of the auxihary
Jide or closure. Tig. 9 is a detail sectional
view taken on the line 9 9 of Fig. 6.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
hive of usual construction embodying a wall
o provided with a doorway 3 for admitting
entrance of the bees to and their exit from
the hive, sald doorway being extended

throughout substantially the entire width of
the wall 2. | -

For closing the opening 3 1 employ a main
slide or closure 4 and an auxillary slide or.
closure 5, these slides bemng struck or other-

the slide 4 is provided at spaced intervals
throughout its length with transversely-ex- |

| tending slots 6. designed to receive fastening

members or screws 7, by means of which 1t 1s
attached to thewall 2 and adapted for vertical
movement, there being struck from the ends
of the slide outturned finger-pieces or lips 8,
designed for engagement when operating the
slide, which, 1t will be noted, moves in a ver-
tical plane and has 1ts normally lower edge
cut away or recessed at Y throughout sub-

stantially half the length of the slide, this re-

cess being of a depth or width somewhat less

than the height of the doorway 3-for a pur-

pose which will hereinafter appear. 'Lhe
auxiliary closure or shde 5, which is also se-
cured to the wall 2 by means.of a pair of Tas-
tening-screws 7, 18 provided with a pair of
spaced Jongitudinally-extending slots 10 to
eceive said screws, each of sald slots being

terminated at its ends In substantially L-

shaped portions or slot extensions 11, while
he extensions 11 at the right-hand ends of

ihe slots 10 are semicircularly recessed at 12

when the slide is moved fully toward the left
and in partially-open position, as seen in Iig.
o Struck from the shde 11 at a point be-
tween the slots 10 is an outturned finger por-
tion or lip 13 for engagement in manipulat-
ing the shde. ' |
In practice hall of the opening 3 18 NOT-
mally closed by the shde 4, the remalning
half being closed by the shide 5, which covers
the opening produced by the recess 9. When
the parts are adjusted as seen in Fig. 3, the

doorway 3 is opened throughout substan-
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tially half of its length, this opening being of

o width or height to permit 1ngress oI 6gress
of the neuter bees, under which conditions

the closure or slide 5 will be retained agamst

movement, .owing to engagement of the

serew 7 in the recess 12, as before explained.

When, however, it becomes desirable to re-
duce the length of the opening through

which the neuter bees may pass into and out

of the hive, the slide 5 1s moved to the posi-
Con illustrated in Fig. 4, with the screws 7
lying at the left-hand ends of the slots 10, 1t
being understood that a proper variation in
the length of this opening may be obtained
by longitudinal movement of the shde 5.
When it is desired to wholly open the door-
way 3 for permitting free passage of the
drones, the auxiliary slide 5 is first raised and
locked in such position by slight longitudinal
movement sufficient to seat ‘the screws 7 1n
e slot extensions 11, as seen in Iig. 6, after

which the main slide 4 is raised vertically
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upward, as also seen in said figure, by means
of the screws 7, it being understood that after
the drones have passed out of the hive they
may be excluded therefrom by readjusting
the slides to the position illustrated in Fig. 5.

Ifrom the foregoing it is apparent that I
produce a simple device admirably adapted
for the attainment of the ends 1n view, it be-
ing understood that minor changes in the de-
tails herein set forth may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

Having thus fully described my Imvention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a device of the class described, a hive
having an opening, a main slide for normally
partially closing said opening, means con-
necting the slide for vertical movement on

20 the hive, an auxiliary slide for closing the re-

curing the slide in place,
slide having longitudinal

818,270

mainder of said opening, and means connect-
ing the auxiliary slide for vertical and hori-
zontal movement relative to the main slide.

2. In a device of the class described, a hive

having an elongated doorway, a main slide
provided with transverse slots, fastening
members entered through said slots for se.
and an auxiliary
slots terminated in
transversely - disposed slot extensions, said
slots being designed to recelve said fastening
members for securing the auxiliary slide mov-
ably in place.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. MANN.

Witnesses: |
J. M. Feurs,
J. W. SMITH.
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